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Introduction
This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 System (DLPT5) in multiple-choice format. This guide
contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content,
the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen
shots on what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information
on testing procedures are provided.

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test
The DLPT5 is designed to assess the global language proficiency in reading and listening of
native speakers of English who have learned a foreign language as a second language and
speakers of other languages with very strong English skills. The DLPT5 tests measure
proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) Skill Level Descriptions,
levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix A). All DLPT5s will be delivered on the computer.
DLPT5s in many languages include both a Lower-Range test and an Upper-Range test. The
Lower-Range test measures ILR proficiency levels 0+ through 3, while the Upper-Range test
measures ILR proficiency levels 3 through 4. Examinees will normally take the lower-range
DLPT5; those who receive a score of 3 on this test may be eligible to take the upper-range test,
depending on the policy of their institution. The DLPT5 will be used to make operational
readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the
United States government.

Description of the Urdu DLPT5 Lower-Range Test
in Multiple-Choice Format


Test Design
o The Lower-Range Reading Test contains approximately 60 questions with about
36 authentic passages. Each passage has up to 4 questions with four answer
choices per question.
o The Lower-Range Listening Test contains approximately 60 questions with about
37 authentic passages. Each passage has up to 2 questions with four answer
choices per question.
o Some passages will be played once and some will be played twice. When a
passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the passage is
played the second time.
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o Examinees have 3 hours to complete the Reading Test and 3 hours to complete
the Listening Test. Approximately halfway through each test, examinees will be
given a 15-minute break. The break does not count toward the test time. For the
Listening Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled by the computer,
examinees may take as much or as little time as they wish to answer the questions.
Managing the time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility, just as it is on the
Reading Test.


Test Content
o The DLPT5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless
of how it has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad proficiency
orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular language-training
program.
o The passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials and reallife sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, the
Internet, etc.
o The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific, and military topics.
o The content of the test forms will be systematically updated.



Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples on how to
answer the questions, and question sets containing the following parts:
o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.
o Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a listening comprehension passage in the test is
approximately 2 minutes. The maximum length of a reading comprehension
passage is approximately 400 words. Most of the passages are much shorter than
the maximum length.
o Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally questions may ask about
expressions that are used in the passage. The number of questions based on the
passage is related to the length and complexity of the passage.
o Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also
written in English, only one of which is the best answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
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that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different
button.
Because test security and confidentiality are extremely important, examinees should not discuss
test content with anyone.

Scoring
Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Lower-Range tests
are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3.
Upper-Range tests are intended to cover ILR levels 3 through 4. Possible scores are 3, 3+, and 4.
Separate scores are reported for reading and listening.
Scores on either type of test reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and
listening as defined in the ILR Skill Level Descriptions (see Appendix A). Scores do not reflect
proficiency in speaking or writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or
ability to perform specific language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., reading or
listening to a target language passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental
reference materials and information sources).
Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examinee’s advantage to attempt to answer every
question, even if it involves guessing.

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5
The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying”
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPT5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training, and language exposure and use
in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e.,
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted for this test. Note taking is not permitted for
the Lower-Range test.
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPT5
The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the
computer-based DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. Test procedures and
instructions for both the Reading and Listening tests are provided.

Test Procedures Overview
This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the
DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. First, there will be a short description of
what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screen shots of what examinees will
see on the computer screen will be provided.
At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC) or a user ID and password that were provided when the examinee registered to take
the test. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before moving to the
next screen.
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, the Test
Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take the test at that time), and the NonDisclosure Statement. The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the
Disclaimer and the Non-Disclosure Statement before navigating to subsequent screens.
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:
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Test Administration Statement and Non-Disclosure Statement:
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test and a sample test passage.
Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages.

Reading Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the reading comprehension test:
Note: The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to be intelligible.
Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided.

Note: On an actual reading comprehension test, if a question asks about a specific word or
phrase, that word or phrase is highlighted in the text by appearing in red font OR by appearing
with a grey background.
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Instructions screen for the reading comprehension test:
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The next screen contains one sample passage with its associated question(s).
Example of a reading sample passage:

06 Sep 2016

11

Urdu DLPT5 Familiarization Guide
After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen.
Start of Test screen for the reading comprehension test:

06 Sep 2016

12

Urdu DLPT5 Familiarization Guide

Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the listening comprehension test:
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The next two screens contain instructions for the listening comprehension test. Note that
examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.
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Instructions for the listening comprehension test (continued):
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Example of listening sample questions (the sample passage audio is played while the screen is
displayed):
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen.
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End-of-Test Review Information
At the end of each test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses to the
questions before submitting the test.
From the review page, examinees will be able to jump to any given passage.
They will be able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can change an
answer.
The audio for the Listening Comprehension Test will not be played again during this review
period.
Example of the review screen:
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Sample Passages
The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT 5 test in multiplechoice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1 – 3 in reading and listening
taken from Urdu, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations of the best
answer for each question are also provided. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e.,
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted during the test. Note taking is also not
permitted during the test.

Reading Comprehension Sample Passages
Sample Passage: ILR Level 1
From an announcement in a newspaper

 ذگہتش دبھ ےس الہتپ ےہ۔، االسمآیاد، ہنکس وینرکش کیال،ا کی اخوتن زدیبہ مگیب
ت
 برس ےہ اور اس اک دامیغ وتازن درسںیہن۔55اسیکرمع
وہ اجنپیب وبیتل ےہ۔
گ
اس ےن اجینم رن ےک ڑپکے نہپ رےھک ںیہ۔
سجیسک وک اس ےک یارے ںیمملع وہ وت دنمرہج ذلی وفن ربمنوں رپ االطع دے۔
033651871570  کای03361871580
گ
مہ االطع فرامہ رکےن واےل اک رکشہی ادا رکںی ےگ۔

1. What is the purpose of this announcement?
(A) To request help locating a missing woman.
(B) To warn people about a dangerous criminal.
(C) To advertise a job vacancy for a Punjabi tutor.
(D) To inform people about a sale for women’s clothes.
The correct Answer is (A).
Justification:
(A) is the correct answer. The purpose of this announcement is to help find a missing
woman. The announcement includes information about the missing woman’s age,
06 Sep 2016
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language, and clothing. It also includes telephone numbers to call for anyone who
has information about the missing woman.
(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention that the woman described in this
announcement is a criminal.
(C) is not the correct answer. According to the announcement, the missing woman can
speak Punjabi, but there is no mention in the announcement of a job opportunity for
a Punjabi tutor.
(D) is not the correct answer. There is a description of what the missing woman was
wearing in the announcement but there is no mention of a sale for women’s clothes.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 2
From an online news report

ت ت گ
رکایچ ےک وعام اس وق دن رہ ےئگ ج امیہریگوں اک ک
ایرگوہ اچسیل ٹف ےس زادئ یبمل ولیہ شارک یلھچم وک رویسں
گ
گ
ت
رشفب اہربر ی ےل آ کیا۔ دو بری اجتریت رکونیں یک دمد ےس ہراروںولکرگام
یک دمد ےس یادنھ رک الچن ےک ذرےعی رکایچ ےک ک ر
ت
وزین اس یلھچم وک یاین ےس اکنال ایگ۔ امیہریگوں وک ہی دویلکیہ یلھچم رمدہ احل ںیم یلمیھت کای اس وک یااقدعہ اکشر ایک ایگ؟ اس
گ
وحاےل ےس یااتسکن ںیم ظفحت آیب و یلگنج ایحت یک میظنت ڈویلبڈویلبافی ےک رکیسرٹیی اور اسقب ڈابررٹکی براےئ ک
رشفبر رمنی
ت
ت ت
ت
ایبولٹسج دمحممظعم اک انہک ےہ ہک امیہریگوں ےک اطمقب سج وق یلھچم ڑکپی یئگ وہ رمدہ احل ںیمیھت یامہ تقیقح اس ےک
برسکعیتگل ےہ":ریمی االطاعت ےک اطمقب ہی امیہریگی ےک دوران اکےٹن ںیم سنھپ یئگیھت ےسج ریھچموں ےن ڑکپ ایل ،نکیل
ت
ت
ت
ت
وہی ےہہکہی
امیہریگ ےتہک ںیہہک اںیہن ہی رمدہ احل ںیم یلمیھت۔ یامہ ج ہی اسلح رپ الیئ یئگ وت یازہ یھت سج ےس ادنازہ ا
ت
زدنہ احل ںیمڑکپی یئگ۔
ک ت
اہنی ومزوں ںیہ اوراہیں ان ولیہشارسک یک
دمحممظعم ےک اطمقب "یااتسکن ےک اسلح آیب ایحت یک ازفاشئ ےک ےیل
یااقدعہ ازفاشئ وہیت ےہ۔داین ےک ضعب اممکل ںیم ہی ولیہ شارسک یایئ اجیت ںیہ۔ یااتسکن ےکاسولحں یک ک
ای وخوصبرت
ت
یات ہی ےہ ہک اہیں ان یک یااقدعہ ازفاشئ وہیت ےہ۔ اہیں اس ےک دو ےس ڈاھیئ ہکلب نیت ٹفی ےک ےچب یھب ےلم ںیہ
گ
ک ت
اہنی انمس ںیہ۔"
وج اس یات یک اجی اشارہ ےہ ہک یااتسکین اسلح ان یک ازفاشئ ےک ےیل
?2. What claim do the fishermen make with regard to the whale shark
(A) It was killed by another group of fisherman.
(B) It was already dead when discovered by them.
(C) It was showing signs of hostility toward them.
20
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(D) It was injured when caught in the fishermen’s net.
The correct answer is (B).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. There is no mention that another group of fishermen killed
the whale shark.
(B) is the correct answer. The fishermen said that the whale shark was already dead
when they caught it.
(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention that the whale shark acted hostile
toward the fishermen.
(D) is not the correct answer. The fishermen claimed that the whale shark was already
dead, not injured when they caught it.
3. What information is provided to support the claim that Pakistani shores are
good breeding grounds for whale sharks?
(A) Pakistani shores provide nutrient-rich waters for feeding.
(B) The marine life is protected by environmental legislation.
(C) Baby whale sharks have been found in the region’s waters.
(D) Tourist access has been restricted in potential breeding areas.
The correct answer is (C).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. The author states that Pakistani shores are very suitable for
the breeding of marine life, but did not mention that that they provide nutrient-rich
water for feeding.
(B) is not the correct answer. There was no mention about environmental protection of
marine life in Pakistani waters.
(C) is the correct answer. The passage says that Pakistani coastal waters are very
suitable for the breeding of marine life, and whale sharks breed here regularly. The
passage goes on to say that baby sharks are found off Pakistani shores.
(D) is not the correct answer. There was no mention about restricting tourists from
access to the breeding areas in this report.
06 Sep 2016
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3
From an opinion article in an online newspaper

گ
گ
ک
ای اور احمورہ ،وج ہارے ےئل تہب اقب ِوغر ےہ وہ ےہ ''اوی رے اوی ،ریتی وکن یسلک دیسیھ۔'' وت مہ اہیں وسےنچ
گ
گ
رپ وبجمر وہاجےت ںیہ ہک اوی ںیم ایسی وکن یس رنایل یات ےہ ،وج اےس دورسے اجونروں ےس جدا رکیت ےہ۔ اوی یھب
ت
اھکی اتیپ ےہ۔وت ایک ہیوکیئ لک رپزوں ےس انب ےہ ہک ایکس وکیئ لک دیسیھ ںیہن وہیت۔
دورسے اجونروں یک رطح ااتھٹ اتھٹیب ،ا
گ
ت
زعب یااتسکن وک ھچک ایسی احل ںیم داھکی ےہ،وت ہی احمورہ وخبیبھجمس آےن اگل ےہ اوروغررکےت
نکیل ج ےسمہ ےن ونط ک ر
گ
ت
ای کلم ےہ ،ہکلب ک
آی ےہ سج یک وکیئ لک دیسیھ ںیہن۔ ےنہک وک وت امشااہلل ہی ک
ای
ںیہ وت ہی یااتسکن ںیمہ ااسی یہ اویرظن ا
میظع کلم ےہ۔نکیل ''ریخ ےس'' اس ںیم وقم اور وقتیم ںیہک رظن ںیہن آیت۔اور ویں وت ہی اچر وصوبں رپ لمتشم ک
ای وافق
ےہ ،نکیل دبیتمسق ےس اہیں وصیاتیئ ز کیادہ اور وافتیق تہب مک رظن آیت ےہ۔ ےنہک وک وت اس ںیم آنیئ یھب وموجد ےہ ،نکیل
ت
ت
ت
اس اک دقتسںیہک دور دور یرظن ںیہن آیا۔یھبک اےس ک
اجی ےہ وت یھبک اینپ نماموینں ےئلیک
ای اکذغ اکڑکٹا ہہک رک کنیھپ د کای ا
ت
اےسلطعم رک ےک ک
اجی ےہ۔ وت رمکحاونں ےن اہیں ج اچاہ ،ےسیج اچاہ ،اےنپ افمدات یک اخرط اس ںیم
ایرطف رھک دیکا ا
ت
ت
گ
گ
برمیم رک ڈایل کای یک وہیئ برمیم وک واسپ ےل ایل۔ ینعی اس ےکاسھت ویہ ایک ایگ وج مراجِ کیار ںیمآ کای اور اہیں ادتقار ےک مرے
گ
ت
ت
واف وموجد ںیہ۔ نکیل ایکن وکحم اوروکحم یک ِرٹ اقنع ےہ۔ ےنہک وک وت ادارے یھب وموجد
ولےنٹ ےئلیک یھب رمکحان ہب دقما ِر ر
ںیہ نکیل لچ ںیہن رےہ ،کای اںیہن ےنلچ ںیہن د کای اج راہ ،اور ارگ لچ یھب رےہ ںیہ وت اس الری یک رطح ،سج ےک قلعتم اہک
گ
ایگ ےہہک… ہن انجن یک وخیب ،ہن ِ
امکل ڈراویئر......جدا ےک اہسرے یلچ اج ریہ ےہ۔
?4. What point does the author make by comparing Pakistan to a camel
(A) Government institutions are not operating as they should.
(B) Citizens are not willing to support their regional governments.
(C) Citizens are adopting a more indifferent view toward politicians.
(D) Government officials are hoarding public resources during scarcity.
The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
(A) is the correct answer. The author uses the proverb of a camel to describe something
that is not right from anywhere or from any angle. He then goes on to say that
Pakistan seems like such a camel where nothing is right.
22
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(B) is not the correct answer. The author does not mention citizens’ support for their
regional governments.
(C) is not the correct answer. The author does not make any comments about citizens’
attitude towards politicians in this article.
(D) is not the correct answer. The author makes no reference to government officials
hoarding public resources during times of scarcity.
5. What opinion does the author express regarding Pakistan’s constitution?
(A) Citizens regard it as a government tactic to pacify unrest.
(B) Leaders manipulate it to pursue their own personal interests.
(C) Citizens refuse to accept a document that ignores their needs.
(D) Leaders fail to create amendments that reflect modern society.
The correct answer is (B).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. The author makes no reference to the constitution as a ploy
to pacify unrest.
(B) is the correct answer. The author mentioned that rulers amended the constitution for
the sake of their own benefits, or reversed previous amendments whenever and
however they wished.
(C) is not the correct answer. The author does not mention citizensʼ refusal to accept the
constitution.
(D) is not the correct answer. The author says nothing about leadersʼ failure to create
amendments to reflect modern society, but instead that the constitution has been
changed based on rulers’ personal interest.
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Listening Comprehension Sample Passages
Note: Examinees will NOT see passage transcripts in an actual DLPT5 listening test.
Sample Passage: ILR Level 1
This passage is a conversation between an immigration officer and a female
traveler.
Transcription:

ی
ا کمیکگررنشی آرسیف :یااتسکن ںیم وخش ا ک
ٓدمید ،آپ اہکں ےسرشتفی الیئ ںیہ؟
اخوتن :یج ،ںیم ارمہکی ےس آیئ وہں۔
ی
ا کمیکگررنشی آرسیف :ایک ںیم آپ اک یاوپسرٹ دھکی اتکس وہں؟
اخوتن :اہں ،ہی ےہ ریما یاوپسرٹ۔
ی
ا کمیکگررنشی آرسیف :ایک آپ ےلہپیھبک یااتسکن آیئ ںیہ؟
اخوتن :یج ںیہن ،ںیم یلہپ یار اہیں آیئ وہں۔
ی
ا کمیکگررنشیآرسیف :ایک ںیم آپ ےک اہیں آےن اک دصقم وپھچ اتکس وہں؟
ت
اخوتن :ںیم اہیں ریس ےک ےئل آیئ وہں۔ ےھجم یاریخی اقمامت دےنھکی اک تہب وشق ےہ۔
گ ت
ی
وکن یاریخی اقمم دانھکی اچںیہیگ؟
ا کمیکگررنشیآرسیف :ےلہپ آپ ا
اخوتن :ںیم ےن الوہر ےک ےعلق ےک یارے ںیم تہب ھچک ڑپاھ ےہ۔ ےلہپ ںیم وہ دوھکیںیگ۔
ی
ا کمیکگررنشی آرسیف :ادیم ےہ آپ اہیں یک ریس ےس فطل ادنوز وہں یگ۔
اخوتن :یج ،بری رہمیاین۔
?1. What is the purpose of the woman’s visit
(A) To see historical sights.
(B) To shop at local markets.
(C) To visit relatives in Lahore.
(D) To attend a convention.
The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
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(A) is the correct answer. When the man asked her about the purpose of her visit, the

woman told him that she came to Pakistan for sightseeing and she loves to see
historical places.
(B) is not the correct answer. The woman does not mention that she wants to shop at
local markets.
(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of the woman having relatives in
Pakistan.
(D) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of the woman attending a convention.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 2
This passage is a news report on a national broadcast.
Transcription:

گ
ت
گ
رمد یک آواز  :1کایآیاد ےک ونایح العےق برونایئ ںیم افٹیفس یک اکن ےنھٹیب ےس دس مردور ےبلم ےلت دب ےئگ۔ اقمیم افراد
اینپ دمد آپ ےکتحت ادمادی اکررواایئں رک رےہ ںیہ۔
ت
گ
گ
اھکی اھک رےہ
رمد یک آواز  :2کایآیاد ےک ونایح العےق برونایئرگلیایدا ںیم افٹیفس یک اکن ںیم اکمرکےن واےل دس اکننک ا
گ
گ
ےھت ہک ااچی برا اہپڑی وتدہ رگ ایگ سج ےس اکن نک ےبلم ےلت دب ےئگ ،نج یک الہتک اک جدہش ےہ۔ اقمیم ولگ ےچلیب،
گ
اھپوڑے اور یتیگ یک دمد ےس ولوگں وک اکنےنل یک وکشش رک رےہ ںیہ۔ ااظتنہیم یک اجی ےسیٹم اک وتدہ اٹہےن ےک ےئل
ت
اھبری رنیشمی اور ریکسکیکو ااکلہر اب یںیہن ےچنہپ ںیہ۔ اجےئ احدہث رپ ڈییساو کایآیاد ،اٹنٹسس ڈابررٹکی رنمل ڈاپیرٹنمٹ اور
ت
اجی ےہ۔ اٹنٹسس ڈابررٹکی
وپسیل اکحم ےچنہپ۔ ڈییساو اک انہک ےہ ہک العےق ںیم ریغ اقونین وطر رپ اکونں ےس افٹیفس اکنال ا
رنمل ڈاپیرٹنمٹ اک انہک اھت ہک یئک یار العےق ںیم ریغ اقونین اکنینک ےک الخف اکرروایئ یک یئگ ،رگم ہی ولگ رنمل ڈیارٹنمٹ
گ
ےک ااکلہروں وک دھکی رک فرار وہ اجےت ےھت۔ العےق ںیم ریغ اقونین اکنینک وک روےنک ےک ےئل وپسیل اور رنمل ڈیارٹنمٹ یک
ک
چ وپس اقمئ یک اج ریہ ےہ۔
?2. What rescue efforts are being made
(A) Volunteers from the area are digging out the miners.
(B) An excavator is being used by government rescue workers.
(C) The mining company is drilling holes to search for the miners.
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(D) Heavy equipment is being used to remove rubble from the site.
The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
(A) is the correct answer. According to the first speaker, local people are continuing the
rescue work on a volunteer basis.
(B) is not the correct answer. According to the second speaker, rescue workers have not
yet been sent by the administration.
(C) is not the correct answer. No rescue efforts from the mining company are mentioned
in this report.
(D) is not the correct answer. The passage mentions that rescue volunteers are using
shovels, mattocks and spades to excavate the miners, not heavy machinery.

3. What did the assistant director of the Mineral Department say regarding mines
and mining in the area of Tarnawai?
(A) Prohibited mining activity has prompted government action.
(B) Unprotected mining companies have been targeted by thieves.
(C) The mines in the area have caused several accidental deaths.
(D) The mines in the area have employed underage workers.
The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
(A) is the correct answer. The assistant director of the Mineral Department says that
government action has been taken many times against this illegal mining.
(B) is not the correct answer. According to the report, the assistant director of the
Mineral Department mentioned neither mining companies nor thieves.
(C) is not the correct answer. There was no mention about other mining related
accidents in the area which caused deaths.
(D) is not the correct answer. No underage workers in the mines are mentioned in this
report.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3
This passage is from a commentary on education.
Transcription:

ہی ہاری روا کیات ےک ادنر ےہہکآپ ک
ای ااتسدوک جنلیچ ںیہنرکںی ےگ اس ےئل ہک ااتسد اہمترے یاپ یک رطح ےہ اور یاپ
گ
ک ت
وتڑی ےہ ،وتڑے ریغبیھبک اُس اطملعبل ںیمجراتںیہن دیپا وہ یگ ہک
روای ےہ سجوک ا
ےسیھبک وسال ںیہن ایک اج اتکس۔ ہی وہ
ت
وہ اسومضمن ےک یارے ںیملھکرک یات رک ےکس۔ ہارے اہں اب ی وجملع اک وصتر ےہ وہ طلغ ےہ۔ ملع وک مہےتھجمس ںیہ
ہک وہ زیچ ےہ وج ہشیمہ ےسیھت اور ہیہک اس ںیم ردودبل ںیہن وہ اتکس۔ اردو زیان ںیمقیلختِ ملع وکیئ ظفل ےہ یہںیہن۔
گت
ت
لیصحتملع ےہ۔ ملع احلص رکو نکیل ملع یک قیلخت ںیہن وہیت۔ ہکبج ہی یات واحض وطر رپ طلغ ےہ۔ ملع قیلخت وہیا ےہ۔ملع با
ت ت
ےہ۔ ویپمکرٹ ےلہپںیہن اھت۔ویپمکرٹ ےک اوصل ےلہپ ںیہن ےھت۔ اسسنئ ےک اوصل ہر وق ااجید ےئک اجےت ںیہ۔ در کیاتف ےئک
اجےت ںیہ۔ برا دیچیپہ ہلئسم ےہ۔ ک
ای رطف وت ہاری ںیتعنص ایسی ںیہ وج ینب انبیئ زیچںی یاہر ےس درآدم رکیت ںیہ اور دورسی
گ
گ
رطف ہاری ویوینرایٹسں ںیہ اہجںحیحص ،اہجں رویلیی مسق ےک رنہ،سکل ِرر دیپا ںیہن ےئک اجےت۔ تہب یس زیچںیرکےن یک
رضورت ےہ ،ک
ایوت ہیہکمیلعت ںیمےباامیاینںمک رکین ںیہ۔ متخ وت ںیہن وہںیتکس نکیل اُن وک مک رضورایک اج اتکس ےہ۔ اب ہی
ت
ت
ڑپی ےہہک ہی یسک ااجنم ی ںیہن اچنہپ۔
وج یلعج ڈرگویں اک ہصق رشوع وہا ےہ ،اوسفس ےس انہک ا
?4. For what purpose does the speaker compares teachers and fathers
(A) To illustrate the fact that education begins in the home.
(B) To argue that some topics should be avoided in the classroom.
(C) To suggest that the current approach to education be changed.
(D) To ask that educators be given the respect they are due.
The correct answer is (C).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. The speaker does not say that education begins in the
home but instead mentioned that teachers are like fathers.
(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of any topics to be avoided in the
classroom.
(C) is the correct answer. The speaker believes that the current approach to education
needs to be changed. Students cannot ask questions openly to their teachers because,
just as fathers cannot be challenged at home, teachers cannot be challenged at school.
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The speaker says that the tradition of students not daring to ask their teachers
questions needs to change.
(D) is not the correct answer. The speaker does not ask for educators to be given respect
that they are due.
5. What point does the speaker make by mentioning computers?
(A) Advances in science alone cannot solve Pakistan’s problems.
(B) Scientific inventions demonstrate the creation of knowledge.
(C) Pakistan cannot support requirements of its science graduates.
(D) Business growth depends on a technologically educated workforce.
The correct answer is (B).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. The speaker does not mention whether advances in science
can solve Pakistan’s problems or not.
(B) is the correct answer. The speaker mentioned that the concept of knowledge in Urdu
is wrong and claimed that knowledge is more than something to be achieved, but is
something that can be created. The speaker uses the computer as an example of a
scientific invention that proves that knowledge can be created.
(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention about Pakistan not being able to
support its graduate students. The speaker, instead, pointed out that universities
are not imparting relevant skills and the right education.
(D) is not the correct answer. The speaker mentions computers as an example of
knowledge being created, but does not associate computers with the topics of
business growth and dependence on a technologically educated workforce.
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Appendix:
Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Language Skill Level Descriptions
Preface
The following descriptions of proficiency levels 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 characterize spoken-language
use. Each higher level implies control of the previous levels' functions and accuracy. The
designation 0+, 1+, 2+, etc. will be assigned when proficiency substantially exceeds one skill
level and does not fully meet the criteria for the next level. The "plus-level" descriptions,
therefore, are subsidiary to the "base-level" descriptions.
A skill level is assigned to a person through an authorized language examination. Examiners
assign a level on a variety of performance criteria exemplified in the descriptive statements.
Therefore, the examples given here illustrate, but do not exhaustively describe, either the skills a
person may possess or situations in which he/she may function effectively.
Statements describing accuracy refer to typical stages in the development of competence in the
most commonly taught languages in formal training programs. In other languages, emerging
competence parallels these characterizations, but often with different details.
Unless otherwise specified, the term "native speaker" refers to native speakers of a standard
dialect.
"Well-educated," in the context of these proficiency descriptions, does not necessarily imply
formal higher education. However, in cultures where formal higher education is common, the
language-use abilities of persons who have had such education is [sic] considered the standard.
That is, such a person meets contemporary expectations for the formal, careful style of the
language, as well as a range of less formal varieties of the language.
These descriptions may be further specified by individual agencies to characterize those aspects
of language-use performance, which are of insufficient generality to be included here.
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Listening
Listening 0 (No Proficiency)
No practical understanding of the spoken language. Understanding is limited to occasional
isolated words with essentially no ability to comprehend communication. (Has been coded L-0 in
some nonautomated applications. [Data Code 00]
Listening 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)
Sufficient comprehension to understand a number of memorized utterances in areas of immediate
needs. Slight increase in utterance length understood but requires frequent long pauses between
understood phrases and repeated requests on the listener's part for repetition. Understands with
reasonable accuracy only when this involves short memorized utterances or formulae. Utterances
understood are relatively short in length. Misunderstandings arise due to ignoring or inaccurately
hearing sounds or word endings (both inflectional and non-inflectional), distorting the original
meaning. Can understand only with difficulty even such people as teachers who are used to
speaking with non-native speakers. Can understand best those statements where context strongly
supports the utterance's meaning. Gets some main ideas. (Has been coded L-0+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 06]
Listening 1 (Elementary Proficiency)
Sufficient comprehension to understand utterances about basic survival needs and minimum
courtesy and travel requirements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can
understand simple questions and answers, simple statements and very simple face-to-face
conversations in a standard dialect. These must often be delivered more clearly than normal at a
rate slower than normal with frequent repetitions or paraphrase (that is, by a native used to
dealing with foreigners). Once learned, these sentences can be varied for similar level vocabulary
and grammar and still be understood. In the majority of utterances, misunderstandings arise due
to overlooked or misunderstood syntax and other grammatical clues. Comprehension vocabulary
inadequate to understand anything but the most elementary needs. Strong interference from the
candidate's native language occurs. Little precision in the information understood owing to the
tentative state of passive grammar and lack of vocabulary. Comprehension areas include basic
needs such as: meals, lodging, transportation, time and simple directions (including both route
instructions and orders from customs officials, policemen, etc.). Understands main ideas. (Has
been coded L-1 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 10]
Listening 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)
Sufficient comprehension to understand short conversations about all survival needs and limited
social demands. Developing flexibility evident in understanding a range of circumstances beyond
immediate survival needs. Shows spontaneity in understanding by speed, although consistency of
understanding is uneven. Limited vocabulary range necessitates repetition for understanding.
Understands more common time forms and most question forms, some word order patterns, but
miscommunication still occurs with more complex patterns. Cannot sustain understanding of
coherent structures in longer utterances or in unfamiliar situations. Understanding of descriptions
and the giving of precise information is limited. Aware of basic cohesive features (e.g.,
pronouns, verb inflections) but many are unreliably understood, especially if less immediate in
reference. Understanding is largely limited to a series of short, discrete utterances. Still has to ask
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for utterances to be repeated. Some ability to understand facts. (Has been coded L-1+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 16]
Listening 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)
Sufficient comprehension to understand conversations on routine social demands and limited job
requirements. Able to understand face-to-face speech in a standard dialect, delivered at a normal
rate with some repetition and rewording, by a native speaker not used to dealing with foreigners,
about everyday topics, common personal and family news, well-known current events and
routine office matters through descriptions and narration about current, past and future events;
can follow essential points of discussion or speech at an elementary level on topics in his/her
special professional field. Only understands occasional words and phrases of statements made in
unfavorable conditions, for example through loudspeakers outdoors. Understands factual content.
Native language causes less interference in listening comprehension. Able to understand facts;
i.e., the lines but not between or beyond the lines. (Has been coded L-2 in some nonautomated
applications.) [Data Code 20]
Listening 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)
Sufficient comprehension to understand most routine social demands and most conversations on
work requirements as well as some discussions on concrete topics related to particular interests
and special fields of competence. Often shows remarkable ability and ease of understanding, but
under tension or pressure may break down. Candidate may display weakness or deficiency due to
inadequate vocabulary base or less than secure knowledge of grammar and syntax. Normally
understands general vocabulary with some hesitant understanding of everyday vocabulary still
evident. Can sometimes detect emotional overtones. Some ability to understand implications.
(Has been Coded L-2+ in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 26]
Listening 3 (General Professional Proficiency)
Able to understand the essentials of all speech in a standard dialect including technical
discussions within a special field. Has effective understanding of face-to-face speech, delivered
with normal clarity and speed in a standard dialect on general topics and areas of special interest;
understands hypothesizing and supported opinions. Has broad enough vocabulary that rarely has
to ask for paraphrasing or explanation. Can follow accurately the essentials of conversations
between educated native speakers, reasonably clear telephone calls, radio broadcasts, news
stories similar to wire service reports, oral reports, some oral technical reports and public
addresses on non-technical subjects; can understand without difficulty all forms of standard
speech concerning a special professional field. Does not understand native speakers it they speak
very quickly or use some slang or dialect. Can often detect emotional overtones. Can understand
implications. (Has been coded L-3 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 30]
Listening 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)
Comprehends most of the content and intent of a variety of forms and styles of speech pertinent
to professional needs, as well as general topics and social conversation. Ability to comprehend
many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some subtleties and nuances.
Increased ability to comprehend unusually complex structures in lengthy utterances and to
comprehend many distinctions in language tailored for different audiences. Increased ability to
understand native speakers talking quickly, using nonstandard dialect or slang; however,
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comprehension is not complete. Can discern some relationships among sophisticated listening
materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow some unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in subject matter areas directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-3+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 36]
Listening 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)
Able to understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs. Able to
understand fully all speech with extensive and precise vocabulary, subtleties and nuances in all
standard dialects on any subject relevant to professional needs within the range of his/her
experience, including social conversations; all intelligible broadcasts and telephone calls; and
many kinds of technical discussions and discourse. Understands language specifically tailored
(including persuasion, representation, counseling and negotiating) to different audiences. Able to
understand the essentials of speech in some non-standard dialects. Has difficulty in
understanding extreme dialect and slang, also in understanding speech in unfavorable conditions,
for example through bad loudspeakers outdoors. Can discern relationships among sophisticated
listening materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in any subject matter directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-4 in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 40]
Listening 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)
Increased ability to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech as well as ability to
understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs, including social
conversations. Increased ability to comprehend native speakers using extreme nonstandard
dialects and slang, as well as to understand speech in unfavorable conditions. Strong sensitivity
to sociolinguistic and cultural references. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated native
listener but still not equivalent. (Has been coded L-4+ in some nonautomated applications.)
[Data Code 46]
Listening 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)
Comprehension equivalent to that of the well-educated native listener. Able to understand fully
all forms and styles of speech intelligible to the well-educated native listener, including a number
of regional and illiterate dialects, highly colloquial speech and conversations and discourse
distorted by marked interference from other noise. Able to understand how natives think as they
create discourse. Able to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech. (Has been coded L5 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 50]
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Reading
R-0: Reading 0 (No Proficiency)
No practical ability to read the language. Consistently misunderstands or cannot comprehend at
all. [Data Code 00]
R-0+: Reading 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)
Can recognize all the letters in the printed version of an alphabetic system and high-frequency
elements of a syllabary or a character system. Able to read some or all of the following: numbers,
isolated words and phrases, personal and place names, street signs, office and shop designations.
The above often interpreted inaccurately. Unable to read connected prose. [Data Code 06]
R-1: Reading 1 (Elementary Proficiency)
Sufficient comprehension to read very simple connected written material in a form equivalent to
usual printing or typescript. Can read either representations of familiar formulaic verbal
exchanges or simple language containing only the highest frequency structural patterns and
vocabulary, including shared international vocabulary items and cognates (when appropriate).
Able to read and understand known language elements that have been recombined in new ways
to achieve different meanings at a similar level of simplicity. Texts may include descriptions of
persons, places or things: and explanations of geography and government such as those
simplified for tourists. Some misunderstandings possible on simple texts. Can get some main
ideas and locate prominent items of professional significance in more complex texts. Can
identify general subject matter in some authentic texts. [Data Code 10]
R-1+: Reading 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)
Sufficient comprehension to understand simple discourse in printed form for informative social
purposes. Can read material such as announcements of public events, simple prose containing
biographical information or narration of events, and straightforward newspaper headlines. Can
guess at unfamiliar vocabulary if highly contextualized, but with difficulty in unfamiliar contexts.
Can get some main ideas and locate routine information of professional significance in more
complex texts. Can follow essential points of written discussion at an elementary level on topics
in his/her special professional field.
In commonly taught languages, the individual may not control the structure well. For example,
basic grammatical relations are often misinterpreted, and temporal reference may rely primarily
on lexical items as time indicators. Has some difficulty with the cohesive factors in discourse,
such as matching pronouns with referents. May have to read materials several times for
understanding. [Data Code 16]
R-2: Reading 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)
Sufficient comprehension to read simple, authentic written material in a form equivalent to usual
printing or typescript on subjects within a familiar context. Able to read with some
misunderstandings straightforward, familiar, factual material, but in general insufficiently
experienced with the language to draw inferences directly from the linguistic aspects of the text.
Can locate and understand the main ideas and details in material written for the general reader.
However, persons who have professional knowledge of a subject may be able to summarize or
perform sorting and locating tasks with written texts that are well beyond their general
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proficiency level. The individual can read uncomplicated, but authentic prose on familiar
subjects that are normally presented in a predictable sequence which aids the reader in
understanding. Texts may include descriptions and narrations in contexts such as news items
describing frequently occurring events, simple biographical information, social notices,
formulaic business letters, and simple technical material written for the general reader. Generally
the prose that can be read by the individual is predominantly in straightforward/high-frequency
sentence patterns. The individual does not have a broad active vocabulary (that is, which he/she
recognizes immediately on sight), but is able to use contextual and real-world cues to understand
the text. Characteristically, however, the individual is quite slow in performing such a process. Is
typically able to answer factual questions about authentic texts of the types described above.
[Data Code 20]
R-2+: Reading 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)
Sufficient comprehension to understand most factual material in non-technical prose as well as
some discussions on concrete topics related to special professional interests. Is markedly more
proficient at reading materials on a familiar topic. Is able to separate the main ideas and details
from lesser ones and uses that distinction to advance understanding. The individual is able to use
linguistic context and real-world knowledge to make sensible guesses about unfamiliar material.
Has a broad active reading vocabulary. The individual is able to get the gist of main and
subsidiary ideas in texts which could only be read thoroughly by persons with much higher
proficiencies. Weaknesses include slowness, uncertainty, inability to discern nuance and/or
intentionally disguised meaning. [Data Code 26]
R-3: Reading 3 (General Professional Proficiency)
Able to read within a normal range of speed and with almost complete comprehension a variety
of authentic prose material on unfamiliar subjects. Reading ability is not dependent on subject
matter knowledge, although it is not expected that the individual can comprehend thoroughly
subject matter which is highly dependent on cultural knowledge or which is outside his/her
general experience and not accompanied by explanation. Text-types include news stories similar
to wire service reports or international news items in major periodicals, routine correspondence,
general reports, and technical material in his/her professional field; all of these may include
hypothesis, argumentation and supported opinions. Misreading rare. Almost always able to
interpret material correctly, relate ideas and "read between the lines," (that is, understand the
writers' implicit intents in text of the above types). Can get the gist of more sophisticated texts,
but may be unable to detect or understand subtlety and nuance. Rarely has to pause over or
reread general vocabulary. However, may experience some difficulty with unusually complex
structure and low frequency idioms. [Data Code 30]
R-3+: Reading 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)
Can comprehend a variety of styles and forms pertinent to professional needs. Rarely
misinterprets such texts or rarely experiences difficulty relating ideas or making inferences. Able
to comprehend many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some nuances
and subtleties. Able to comprehend a considerable range of intentionally complex structures, low
frequency idioms, and uncommon connotative intentions, however, accuracy is not complete.
The individual is typically able to read with facility, understand, and appreciate contemporary
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expository, technical or literary texts which do not rely heavily on slang and unusual items. [Data
Code 36]
R-4: Reading 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)
Able to read fluently and accurately all styles and forms of the language pertinent to professional
needs. The individual's experience with the written language is extensive enough that he/she is
able to relate inferences in the text to real-world knowledge and understand almost all
sociolinguistic and cultural references. Able to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the
full ramifications of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social
environment). Able to read and understand the intent of writers' use of nuance and subtlety. The
individual can discern relationships among sophisticated written materials in the context of broad
experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought readily in, for example, editorial,
conjectural, and literary texts in any subject matter area directed to the general reader. Can read
essentially all materials in his/her special field, including official and professional documents
and correspondence. Recognizes all professionally relevant vocabulary known to the educated
non-professional native, although may have some difficulty with slang. Can read reasonably
legible handwriting without difficulty. Accuracy is often nearly that of a well-educated native
reader. [Data Code 40]
R-4+: Reading 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)
Nearly native ability to read and understand extremely difficult or abstract prose, a very wide
variety of vocabulary, idioms, colloquialisms and slang. Strong sensitivity to and understanding
of sociolinguistic and cultural references. Little difficulty in reading less than fully legible
handwriting. Broad ability to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the full ramifications
of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social environment) is nearly that
of a well-read or well-educated native reader. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated
native reader, but not equivalent. [Data Code 46]
R-5: Reading 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)
Reading proficiency is functionally equivalent to that of the well-educated native reader. Can
read extremely difficult and abstract prose; for example, general legal and technical as well as
highly colloquial writings. Able to read literary texts, typically including contemporary avantgarde prose, poetry and theatrical writing. Can read classical/archaic forms of literature with the
same degree of facility as the well-educated, but non-specialist native. Reads and understands a
wide variety of vocabulary and idioms, colloquialisms, slang, and pertinent cultural references.
With varying degrees of difficulty, can read all kinds of handwritten documents. Accuracy of
comprehension is equivalent to that of a well-educated native reader. [Data Code 50]
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