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DLPT5-CA Familiarization Guide

Introduction

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 Computer Adaptive (DLPT5-CA) in multiple-choice
format. This guide contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its
length, its content, the skills tested, and the procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores.
In addition, screen shots of what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as
well as information on testing procedures are provided. Finally, there is a section of sample
reading and listening passages with questions, answer choices, and explanations for each choice.

Overview of the DLPT5-CA Multiple-Choice Test

Department of Defense Instruction DoDI 5160.71, 2019 identifies the Defense Language
Proficiency Testing (DLPT) System—for reading, listening, and speaking modalities—as an
essential component of the Defense Language Program, and critical to the Department’s ability
to measure and capture the language capabilities of the DoD Components and to determine
readiness.

Except as otherwise provided in DoDI 5160.71, 20191 or as authorized by public law, the DLPT
System is the only test battery authorized for assessing an individual’s proficiency in a foreign
language and for determining qualification for receiving a Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus
(FLPB) for military personnel pursuant to DoD Instruction 1340.27 or Foreign Language
Proficiency Pay (FLPP) for civilian personnel pursuant to DoD 1400.25-M in the Department of
Defense.

The fifth generation of the Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT5) measures target
language proficiency in two modalities, reading and listening, regardless of how the target
language has been acquired. Target languages refer to the languages other than English for which
the DLPTS5 is developed. Like all previous generations of DLPT—since the inception of the first
standardized Army Language Proficiency Tests in 1948—the DLPT5 was developed as a
bilingual test requiring English language proficiency as prerequisite for foreign language
proficiency testing.

The DLPTS5 tests measure proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Skill Level Descriptions, levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix), where available. The results of the
DLPT5-CA will be used to make operational readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for
civilian and military language analysts in the United States government. The DLPT5-CA
provides the same level of precision and accuracy in measuring examinees’ proficiency levels as
the conventional DLPT5s.

1 Source: DoD Language Testing Program, Department of Defense Instruction 5160.71, January 26, 2009,
Incorporating Change 2, Effective April 9, 2019, USD(P&R).
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Description of the DLPT5-CA
in Multiple-Choice Format

e Test Design
Computer adaptive testing selects passages and questions adapted to the examinee’s ability.

0 The DLPT5-CA Reading Comprehension Test begins with a passage of medium
difficulty. Depending on the examinee’s answers to the questions posed for that
first passage, the system selects the level of difficulty of the next passage and
questions. Throughout the test, the selection of passages is dependent on the
examinee’s responses. A reading passage can have up to five questions, each with
four answer choices. The reading test contains a minimum of 35 questions.

0 The DLPT5-CA Listening Comprehension Test begins with a passage of medium
difficulty. Depending on the examinee’s answers to the questions posed for that
first passage, the system selects the level of difficulty of the next passage and
questions. Throughout the test, the selection of passages is dependent on the
examinee’s responses. A listening passage can have up to three questions, each
with four answer choices. The listening test contains a minimum of 35 questions.

0 Examinees have 3 hours to complete the Reading Comprehension Test and 3
hours to complete the Listening Comprehension Test. However, many examinees
complete the DLPT5-CA in less than the allotted time. Examinees will NOT be
prompted to take a break. If an examinee would like a break at the 90-minute
mark, an examinee can use the HELP button to request a 15-minute break.
For the Reading Comprehension Test, examinees may take as much or as little
time as they wish to answer each question. For the Listening Comprehension Test,
although the playing of the passages is controlled by the computer, examinees
may take as much or as little time as they wish to answer each question.
Managing time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility.

o0 Unlike conventional DLPT5s, DLPT5-CA does NOT allow examinees to skip
questions, go back and forth in the test, or review or change previous answers at
the end. Examinees must answer the questions on the page they are presented
in order to move forward in the test. The “NEXT” button (at bottom right)
does not show up until after all the questions on the page are answered.

e Test Content

0 The DLPT5-CA is designed to measure proficiency in the target language
regardless of how that language has been acquired. For this reason, and because
of the broad proficiency orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any
particular language-training program.
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o0 The majority of passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials
and real-life sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts,
the Internet, etc.

0 The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific and technological, and military and
security topics.

0 Test content will be systematically updated.

e Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples of how to
answer the questions, and question sets. Each question set contains the following parts:

o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.

0 Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a Reading Comprehension passage in this test is
approximately 500 words. The maximum length of a Listening Comprehension
passage in this test is approximately 2.5 minutes.

o0 Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally, questions may ask about
specific words or phrases that are used in the passage. The number of questions
asked about each passage is related to the length and complexity of that passage.

0 Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also
written in English, only one of which is the correct answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different
button.

DLPT-CA is for official use only and the unauthorized discussion, disclosure, or possession of
any of the test content is forbidden.

For military personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition is a violation of Article 92,
Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in administrative or disciplinary actions.

For civilian personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition may be prosecuted under Title 18,
Section 641 of the United States Code.
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Scoring

Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Possible scores are
0,0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, 3, 3+ and 4. Separate scores are reported for reading and listening.

Scores reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and listening as defined in the
ILR Skill Level Descriptions (see Appendix). Scores do NOT reflect proficiency in speaking or
writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or ability to perform specific
language-related tasks under special circumstances (e.g., reading or listening to a target language
passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental reference materials and
information sources).

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. The best strategy is
to answer all questions to the best of your ability.

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5-CA

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5-CA
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying”
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPT5-CA is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training and though language exposure
and use in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Study aids (i.e., dictionaries, reference
books, etc.) are not permitted for this test.
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPT5-CA

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the
DLPT5-CA multiple-choice Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests. Test procedures
and instructions for both the Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests are provided.

Test Procedures Overview

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the
DLPT5-CA multiple-choice Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests. First, there will be a
short description of what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screenshots of
what examinees will see on the computer screen will be provided.

At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC). The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] button before moving to the next
screen.

#rformation and Technology for Better Dec.

A hﬁ DLPT Testing
(=]
e ———

Candidate Logon

The Test Administrator has sucessfully logged in. |

Pazsword:
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is registered; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.

Information and Technology for Better

A iﬁ DLPT Testing

Urdu Reading
Take Test

Urdu Listening
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests, the Non-
Disclosure Statement, and the Test Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take
the test at that time). The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the Disclaimer
Statement and then the Test Administration Statement before moving to the next screen.

Below are introductory screens from the Reading Comprehension Test. The Listening
Comprehension Test, not depicted, has similar introductory screens. Please note: the screen shots
below were taken from the Spanish CA test as examples for the purpose of illustration.

DLPTS Reading Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Defense Language Proficiency Test

Multiple Choice Format
Hiiple Mholee For If you have difficulty with the instructions or any

functions of this test, click the Help button in the lower
left corner.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Controlled Item (Test Material)

Spanish

Language Code QB

Mot fo be shown to unauthorized persons
Mot to be reproduced without awthorty granted by the Commandant

Defenas Language Insifuts Forekgn Languape Center

Reading Comprehension

To begin the test, click the Next button below.

Introduction: Screen 1 of 5




DLPT5-CA Familiarization Guide

Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:

DLPTS Reading Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Privacy Act Statement:

Disclosure of requested information is solicited under the
authority of Title 10, United States Codes 3013, Army
Regulation 350-20 and Executive Order 9397 and is mandatory.
Social Security Number is used as the personal identifier
number of all peraonnel under control of the Department of
Defense, and is used in connection with updating information in
official records and training files. Use of Social Security
Number provides for objective scoring of Defense Language
Institute tests, as the examinee's Social Security Number is the
only identifier so as to maintain confidentiality when reporting
test scores to examinees. Failure to provide Social Security
Number may result in misidentification and non-credit for teats,

and/or inadequate counseling and guidance.

Introduction: Screen 2 of &

Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests:

Materials for this test come from authentic sources within the
target culture. These sources often include conversations or
written material of a controversial nature which are essential for
understanding world events. As a result, there may be topics,
ideas, and language in the areas of politics, international
relations, mores, etc., that may be considered contentious. The
presence of controversial statements on a test should not be
congtrued as representing the opinions of the test development
team, the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center,
or the Department of the Army.

o, . o firm having read and
understood both the Privacy Act Statement and the
Disclaimer.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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Non-Disclosure Statement and Test Administration Statement:

DLPT5 Reading Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Non-Disclosure Statement:

| understand that this test is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY and the
unauthorized possession, disclosure, or discussion of any of
the test content is forbidden. Such unauthorized discussion or
disclosure refers to RELATING ANY ASPECT OF THIS TEST TO
ANYONE, including an instructor, supervisor, fellow employee,
or spouse.

Civilian Personnel:

Any failure to comply with this prohibition may be a violation of
Title 18, Section 641 of the United 5tates Code which could
subject the violator to a fine, or imprisonment up to 10 years, or
both.

Military Personnel:

Any failure to comply with this prohibition is a violation of
Article 82, Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in
appropriate administrative action to fix regsponsibility for such
unauthorized behavior with criminal sanctions of up to two

years hard labor and dishonorable discharge for those
involved.

Introduction: Screen 3 of 5

Test Administration Statement:

| understand that | am not required to take the Spanish Reading
Comprehension Test at this time if there are extenuating
circumstances such as fatigue, illness, emotional distress,
family or financial problems, etc., which may interfere with my
performance on the test; and that the test will be administered at
another time acceptable to me, the Test Control Officer (TCO)
concerned, and my unit commander.

1 1, . - ifirm having read and
understood both the Non-Disclosure and the Test
Administration Statements.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test, and a sample test passage.

Reading Comprehension Test

Example of screen layout for the Reading Comprehension Test:

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. Familiarize yourself with the features of

this screen now.

ORIENTATION STATEMENT
= Explains the source of

DLPTS Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

Passage 1

———————— @ From an article

the passage in English.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PASSAGE
+ Paragraphs may be marked
(71}, (72}, etc.

= If a question asks abouta
specific word or phrase, it is shownin
red orhighlighted in grey in the text. |

(The text shown here represents
a generic foreign language. It is
not meant to be legible.)

+ Ared line indicates the end
of a passage.

= To see an entire p

" 0000KKY YYYYY 200 XXXXYYYXYXYXYY XXXY YXY XY
YYYYY 00O000YYYXYXYXYY X000 YXYXY YYY YY. X000
J00OOFY YXYXYXYY 000Y YXYXY YYYYY 300X 0000 Y YXYKY
Y H00F YIOVXY YYYYY 000000NNOrOnOny J000F YOy,
000K YXY. XXXXYYYXYXNCFY XXXY YXYXY  YYYYY XX 00
JOMONONCYY XXXY YXYXY YYYYY X000000YYYXYXY XYY
HO0F YHYRY,

[ 0 XY YYYYY XX0000YYYXYXYXYY XO0OCY YXYXY YYYYY
300 X0 J0CYYXYXYXYY X0OCY YXYXY. YYYYY XX
WOOONVCNOY XY J00CY YIONCY  YYYYY 20000000F
YYXYXVYY XXXY YXYXY  YYYYY 200000 XYYYXYXY XYY
SO0 VONY WYY 300 I0000NTYIONONONT JOO0Y YXY,

T XYXYXYYXY YYX XYYIOO0F XYYIOCYIO0Y YO0 YXXYYX
YXXY YYYYY J0000XYYYXYXYXYY J000Y YXY.
HOOONMNONOONY X000Y YIONEY Yy 0000
KOPYYNYXYINY XXXY YRVEY YYYYY XX 000V YYXYXY XYY
OO0 YXYXY YYYYY J00000CY YYXYXYXYY 00T YXYXY
YYYYY 00000 XYYYXOCY X ¥ YXYXY  YYYYY XX
HOOONIVCNOY XYY J000Y YIONCY  YYYYY 20000000,

you may need to scroll. :

Click this button if you have

Help Questions 1-3 of upto 33

any technical difficulties.

Question #
Total#of questions

Test ends in: 85:49

Time remaining

1. What does the author claim about his sources?
They are major players in the governmental sector.
They are primary political figures.
They have been significantly cautious in the Last few years.
[ Thwy have been a favorite target of politicians.

2 What is the author’s purpose in discussing this issue?
To highlight the corruption of the current system.
Toexpose traitors in the higher echelons of the military.
To contribute to public awareness.

To criticize those not paying attention.

3. By using the sxpression “JOO0 YXYXY YYYYY" the author
attempts to
emphasize the deeds of 3 certain agency.
underiine the importance of the corruption.
wxpose the evil-doers.
'show the historical roots of the issue.

Goto:

Next Passage

TITLEBAR
+Indicates the test title.

QUESTIONS

+ To choose an answer,
click the button next to
that choice.

+Tochange youranswer,

click the button next to
that choice.

+A red line indicates the end
of the questions.

STATUSBAR

Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages. The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to

be intelligible.

10
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Instructions screen for the Reading Comprehension Test:

DLPTS Reading Comprehension Test for Spanigh Form 1

This test measures your reading comprehension. It containg a number of reading passages, and there are one
or more questions based on each passage. In taking the test you should do the following:

Read the short statement before each passage that tells you where the passage came from.

Read each passage and question or questions carefully. Some guestions may be in the form of an
incomplete statement.

Based on what you have read in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among
the four answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only
implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on
a different button.

Once you have answered ALL questions the [Next] button will appear at the bottom right of the screen.
Click on the [Next] button to go to the next passage.

When ‘time remaining’ shows 90:00, you may take a 15-minute break by clicking the HELP button to
get the TA's attention

A sample passagje follows on the next screen.

If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Intreduction: Screen 5 of 5

11
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Presented here is an example of a Reading sample passage with its associated question:

DLPT5 Reading Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Sample Passage 51. What advice is given in this passage?

From the advice section of a magazine ) How to improve water quality.

0 How to avoid dehydration.

' How to maintain good oral hygiene.
' How to save on water.

Dejar el grifo abierto mientras te lavas log dientes puede
consumir mucha agua. 5i solamente mojas el cepillo, te
cepillas y después lo enjuagas, empleas s0lo un litro.

End af questions for this passage

End of Sample Passage

m Sample Passage 1 question

After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen. Examinees should do their best to answer all questions on each screen because they
will NOT be able to go back to previous passages.

12
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Start of Test screen for the Reading Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Reading Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1 [DLPT reviewer mode]

Start of Test

+ This reading test contains:

between 35 - 38 questions.
+ You are allowed 3 hours (180 minutes) to complete the test.

+ To get the best score you must finish all the questions within
the time limit. So, work accurately, but do not spend too much
time on any one question.

+ After you select your answer and click the NEXT button, you
CANNOT go back to change or review your answer.

+ When you are ready, click the [Start Test] button below.

+ The screen will move to Pazsage 1 and the clock will begin.

End of Instructions Test ends in : 180:00 m

By clicking on the [Start Test] button, the examinee moves to the first passage of the test and
starts the clock.

13
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Comments screen: At the end of the Reading Comprehension Test, examinees will have the
option to leave comments about the test.

Your name

Your results have been submitted. Thank you.

You may leave comments about this test below.

14
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Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the Listening Comprehension Test:

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. Familiarize yourself with the features of
this screen now.

DLPT5 Listening Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Example of Screen Layout

Familiarize yourself with the features of this screen now.

DLPTS Listening Comprehension Test for Language X TITLE BAR
- - Indicates the testitle.
assage 1
This passage Is taken from & news broadcast ORIENTATION STATEMENT
= Explains the source of the passage in English.

1. What does the author claim abowt his sources?
Thisy aise mMajor plepes i e gormipaeasl S00000.
They aie primary poditical igures.
L L T ey ——— QUESTIONS
Thay have bsan & favodis Sanget of polit clans, = To choose an answer, click the button next
o that cholce,

2. What s the suthor's purpose bn discessing this lesue? «To change your answer, click the on
i Butt

T highlighd the comupsion of the e sysism nextto a different choice.,
To axposs wainors: in e highet schaloes of da mil iy

Tis it 10 nabili v 35 =Ta s8eall the questions, You may need to
o caiticics doss nid paying slsascn scroll,

= & red line indicates the end of the guestions.

STATUS BAR ghows:
Click this button = Currentquestion number(s)

I youl have any
technical difficulties * Total number of gquestions

= Timer status
Test ends in: B8:43

= Play Audio and Help buttons
Question & Time remaining To hear the audio for a passage,
Total # of questions click this button.

Introduction: Screen 4 of 7

Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages.

15
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Note-taking: A space for note-taking might be available for a few selected passages.

| Passage 1

This passages is kon from & nows broadcast

ILFTS Listening Con

Example of Screen Layout

meternion Teal for Language X

——TITLE BAR

+ Indicates the test tithe.
VhiEa N B0 13 BaYWRD YOS CaN ByD: notes @ e bl balow

1. Whai does the author claim about his sources?

They aie major players n e Qowernment secior,

Tty e pEimary poAtical figures.

Tty Pdwe bean 0 Taworite Larget of pORDCiNnS

2 W i D SUIROITS DUTPOSE I DRCERAING this BT

To highlght The Sormupbon <f Ihe curmgnl sysiem

To conlritate 10 publc Fwiiengss.

To CrEacing thoss Mol paying Jimention.

Chick this button
if you have any
technical difficulties

Question &
Total # of questions

Ty have been sipnifcantly Cagbous i the last few yoars.

To expots ralors un the Pagher echeions of the miltary.

Help Questions 1-7 of up 1o 32 Test an

—— ORIENTATION STATEMENT
= Explaina the source of the passage i Enghish,

TEXT BLOCK
= Allows you to take notes while the audio is playl

QUESTIONS
+ To choose an answer, click the button next
to that choice.

= To change your answer, click the button
next 1o a different cholkce.

+ Ta see all the questions, you may need o
scroll.

« A rod line indicates the end of the questions.

STATUS BAR shows:
» Current question number({s)

= Total numbaer of guestions

» Thmer status
s in: B9:21

- Play Audio and Help buttons

Time remaining

Ta hear the audio for a passage,
click this button.

16
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The next two screens contain instructions for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPTS5 Listening Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Test Sequence

« When a passage screen opens, you will see the
passage number, orientation statement, and the
question or questions with their answer choices.

At the very bottom of the screen a [Play Audio] button
will be visible.

When you click the [Play Audio] button, the audio will
begin. The phrase ‘Audio Playing' will be displayed in
the status bar at the bottom of the screen.

You may answer questions at any time during the
playing of the audio.

You may not move to the next passage until the audio
finishes playing AND you have answered all questions.
When the audio finishes and you have answered all
questions, the [Next] button will appear at the bottom
right of the screen. Click the [Next] button when you are
ready to move on to the next passage.

The [Help] button reappears at the end of the audio
playing for each passage. If you need help concemning a
passage, make sure that you click the [Help] button
before moving to the next passage.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 7

17

The Clock

= The amount of time allotted for this test is 3 hours (180
minutes).

+ Itis your responsibility to keep track of where you are in
the test, and how much time is remaining.

* When 'time remaining' shows 90:00, you may take a 15-
minute break by clicking the HELP button to get the TA's
attention

BEFORE YOU PROCEED, adjust your volume.

Test Volume

Click the [Test Volume] button to hear a short audio file.

° ool 9
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Instructions for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPTE Listening Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

ATTENTION: You should hear a voice reading the instructions below.

If the audio iz not clear or loud enough, raize your hand now to alert the Test Administrator.

= When a passage screen opens, you will see a short statement in Englizh that explains the context from which
the passage was taken, and below that, the question or questions associated with the passage.

= When you are ready to hear the passage, click on the [Play Audic] button located at the bottom right corner of
the screen.

= You will then hear the short statement in English followed by the passage. Some passages will be played once
and some will be played twice. When a passage is played twice, there will be a short tone gignal just before the
paz=zage iz played the gsecond time.

= You do not have to wait until the passage has finished playing to begin answering the questions. After hearing
the passage you will be reminded to answer the question or questions. Read each question and its answer
choices carefully. Some questions may be in the form of an incomplete statement.

= Based on what you have heard in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among the four
answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only implied.

= Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on a
different button.

= Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go fo the next pagsage.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.
If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 7 of 7 Audio Playing

18
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Presented here is an example of a Listening sample question (the sample passage audio would be
played while the screen is displayed):

Note: Examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.

DLPTS Listening Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1

Sample Passage

Thig passage iz from a conversation between two friends.

51. What iz the mother telling her friend?

) Her son decided to go to college.

) Her son visited friends in the city.

) Her son opened an office downtown.
) Her son found a new apartment.

Ered af questions for Sample Passage

m Sample Passage 1 question

Note: After audio plays, the [Next] button will appear at the lower right of the screen.

When a passage screen opens, examinees can start the audio by clicking on the [Play Audio]
button whenever they are ready to listen to the passage. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button will appear.

Examinees can move on to the next passage once the audio has finished playing by clicking on
the [Next] button. Examinees should do their best to answer all questions on each screen because
they will NOT be able to go back to previous passages.

After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen.

19
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Start of Test screen for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPTS5 Listening Comprehension Test for Spanish Form 1 [DLPT reviewer mode]

Start of Test

- This listening test contains:

between 35 - 37 questions.

+ You are allowed 3 hours (180 minutes) to complete the
test.

+ To get the best score you must finish all the questions
within the time limit. So, work accurately, but do not gpend
too much time on any one question.

+ After you select your answer and click the NEXT button,
you CANNOT go back to change or review your answer.

+ When you are ready, click the [Start Test] button below.
+ The screen will move to Passage 1 and the test will begin.

End of Instructions Test ends in : 180:00 m

By clicking on the [Start Test] button, the examinee moves to the first passage of the test and
starts the clock.

20
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Comments screen: At the end of the Listening Comprehension Test, examinees will have the
option to leave comments about the test.

Your name

Your results have been submitted. Thank you.

You may leave comments about this test below.

21



DLPT5-CA Familiarization Guide

Sample Passages

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT5-CA in multiple-
choice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1-4 in reading and listening
taken from Chinese Mandarin, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations
of the answer choices for each question are also provided.

Reading Comprehension Sample Passages

Note: Examinees will see passages in either the simplified writing system or the traditional
writing system in an actual DLPT5-CA Reading Comprehension Test.

Sample passage: ILR Level 1 (in simplified writing system)

From a news brief in a newspaper

FLEEZEE H AR ZEF A BRI A L85 A > E S 166 [H
Ko AREE 107 A7  FUEEZeRE T20UKEE - RE e ga s F1il
i

1. What does the article say the robot can do?

(A) Lift heavy things.

(B) Pick up a bottle of water.

(C) Shake hands with a scientist.
(D) Hold a can and walk.

The correct answer is (D).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. Nothing is said about whether the robot can lift heavy things.

(B) is not the correct answer. Nothing is said about whether the robot can pick up a bottle of
water.

(C) is not the correct answer. The passage does not mention the robot shaking hands with a
scientist.

(D) is the correct answer.
The article describes a robot that can hold a soda can and walk in the lab.
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Sample passage: ILR Level 2 (in simplified writing system)

From a daily newspaper

EAEMBIRRH T - W—F U e S o AR
ERoKMEEys 17— W 7 —= )L AR B —/ LS
AR BUEZKIESRIEHRE TR - Je5eakii - SCRA_EAYEERL T
Ko SMRIEE T8E - SF—d B NSKEB AL R - ERIBUHE TN
(a2t < Thodust ~ JEi” I REIX S i 5 ROK SN EE
o NRBEAE R TEE ! RIREEIL -7 W5 EEARIRE
T "HEAREMET | B NE— T ? 7 AT AR -

2. What did the journalist see?

(A) A businessman walking barefoot.
(B) A thief stealing clothes.
(C) A gardener spraying passershy.
(D) A person bathing in public.

The correct answer is (D).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. No one was seen walking barefoot, nor was anyone identified as a
businessman.

(B) is not the correct answer. The man took off his own clothes and washed them, but no one
was stealing clothes.

(C) is not the correct answer. The water mentioned in the passage was spraying on the grass, but
there was no one directing it toward passersby.

(D) is the correct answer.
The man was seen using the water on a public lawn to wash himself and his clothes.
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3. What was the man’s reaction when questioned by the passerby?
(A) Embarrassed.
(B) Disrespectful.

(C) Intimidated.
(D) Bewildered.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. Nothing the man said or did suggested he felt embarrassed in any
way.

(B) is the correct answer.
When the passerby confronted the man about his behavior, he responded defensively and
told the passerby to mind his own business.

(C) is not the correct answer. The man did not feel threatened by the onlookers, but tried to
justify himself and his actions.

(D) is not the correct answer. The man was not confused by the question. Instead he responded
coherently before he took his clothes and left.
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Sample passage: ILR Level 3 (in traditional writing system)

From a literary magazine

"FlEEEYE, c REEAEEEVREECAN RS -

ﬁz%ﬁtIT —rf J\)L»Jﬁﬁ T 7 A SR I - B
e e > —th > —5  HAREAEH » XIUREELE
FEAK o AL TR R > S L |

E AR S L BRI I%% Eﬂﬂﬂ%T? LEARENE
TERLOKAVE R - EWimRImE - AlaR e s o AR EARAE
A HARKREINmER » TIEARSHE f“‘IEﬁEHi%EI KETHE
A EEENZR - BB AR — YRR - dfray ~ (B~ BRI
FHAOERT  HR T - BAREEANRERK -

AHEREAE—EEN > RHEgRERENE S - A
A HAVEVESGEEAR » (g a S e AT s - HE e AGT
ANFUEHEATARIR » EHAENEGS > Az — N H R -
WMERRIEZLE > ZRGERER - g R H ORISR - S
FIH SN HE CAREEH R — SR © ERIHRE' HBCZ%E
8% o RySEJRRy—48 o ZM& - ZSKEURIECKEY—Y)]  SKAE] - I
IR o SREEMILE » DIRGET |

4. According to the passage, what leads to the difficulty discussed here?
(A) Complacency.
(B) Dissatisfaction.
(C) Ignorance.
(D) Passivity.
The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. The author specifically indicates that if people were complacent
“society for sure would still have been moving slowly on the oxcart.”
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(B) is the correct answer.
In this passage the author talks about how people are rarely ever satisfied with what they
have and that is what leads to feelings of discontentment.

(C) is not the correct answer. The people mentioned in the passage are not ignorant of the world
around them but are very aware of their circumstances.

(D) is not the correct answer. The people discussed in the passage are actively pursuing their
dreams.

5. The phrase EEim& in the third paragraph most nearly indicates an attitude of

(A) exasperation.
(B) hesitancy.
(C) confidence.
(D) fearlessness.

The correct answer is (C).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. The phrase does not indicate a sense of exasperation.

(B) is the not the correct answer. Although “chouchu” means “hesitant,” the entire phrase all
together does not have this meaning.

(C) s the correct answer.
The phrase “chouchumanzhi” means being full of hope and ambition, being confident about

the future.

(D) is not the correct answer. The phrase does not indicate anything to do with fearlessness or
courage.

6. Inthe middle of the last paragraph, what suggestion does the author make to
readers?

(A) Appreciate self-reliance.
(B) Exercise self-esteem.

(C) Apply self-denial.
(D) Practice self-reflection.

The correct answer is (D).
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Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. Although the author indicates that people need to appreciate their
accomplishments, there is nothing said about appreciating self-reliance.

(B) is not the correct answer. Although the author suggests that people should not compare
themselves with others, he does not say that the solution is to exercise self-esteem.

(C) is not the correct answer. The author says discontentment can be annoying, but there is
nothing to suggest that self-denial would address this annoyance.

(D) s the correct answer.

The author recommends that readers not compare themselves with other people, but instead
examine themselves truthfully. By doing so, they will identify aspects of their lives that they
have overlooked, and realize that they are not the failures they thought themselves to be.

7. What is one conclusion that can be made from the author’s discussion of this topic?

(A) Competitiveness increases competence.
(B) Progress can result from lack of fulfillment.
(C) Success can grow out of hardship.

(D) Achievement lies in constant vigilance.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. While the idea of competing in order to get ahead is mentioned in
the passage, competitiveness is not viewed as a way to improve competence.

(B) is the correct answer.
The author concludes that while a feeling of discontentment may be annoying for the
individual, society actually benefits from human beings’ desires to improve their lot.

(C) is not the correct answer. Success is mentioned only as a good feeling that quickly fades.

(D) is not the correct answer. While the author refers to individual accomplishment at the
societal level, the idea of achievement requiring constant vigilance is not mentioned.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 4 (in simplified writing system)

An author’s discussion about theories of social development in China

RN IR A R BEA FE N2 S i GO RE A A 0
P EZRUIR © 5B IRMERG_ERTE BT £ SRS E P E S B
B H KPR EEAEEAEF o (WNRIRNZRFTIE - AREETE R
ME » SBIR MIFFANTIMT 70 L R ERE R L R LM ES
TEMEEHR - FRITERT EN 27 AN G BT
AREN - FIRATHRHY BAZRHSEE XA A - e
EEAT AT EHEEIE > TESZN AR FIS -
F IRHYS R AARIE T RVENG - (A E R m] ekt 2
sl o NIEEERA AL 1R "H A" WA -

FAAEA RSO MEYISEMAY » FAENEEEA LR A
Ui o IRNEGEZ B - EAEE S BT 2 AR R M
B2 o BENETA T XH4FE ] DUFZ T =/ E A AV SE A
% HIELTP AN - HRBUaH s - MK & Sy =E30E
T8 e WA ARTTARE XA SMEEWHUEAEX =3 Z [RIHTAC B sl
KZ e

AR TE e L v S8 A2 AT A s i FH 21 o [ ST 7 L
BAMESLZE BT — L) P2 A R - 5 ERT 5T
F N RARCHTE S SRIEPRMRAYT L2505k » ey EL
BRI (=0T B — RS » DR EARANMEMK LS
U MY SOWE R PRI S AT Y o I HARF R o AF
ANEEVEZT - BIER m B OS> d 77 SRS
5 UEFEEBNENER - WRFATEASFELCEARA
Bk Ao SR v L O AR T E S BT 5T
T HYHAZE” BYMARES SR 50 e A HeARYERY -

=EEryHEIS thEREARE R E A EAE T E 5 B > HH
UG HI ORI, 5 AR AAY SEZBAG—1% - Mo SO /5
% RLVBRIFFE T =T 25T - ERELTRA T A BEE BT
MR ZEER T et — MRy “HE=(Ey" [HE - 5
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JEIN IR A R A A 16 E Y SRR N SR  (E] S A Y E

B o NA—H RN - A DT E A _ BRI
SEAAEF T o FERRAYIRNIE AT 5 RS EAE - Fef A
g Es BiRM B AR Ay o HE T SIS
AT  ANEER HEENEET o FrLUE IS R
I > FRN R E ZRE TP E SR B O i o AR A] DU o —Ffr
AR o B3R e R EE TR E RN S F -

8. What can be concluded about the first school of thought the author mentions?

(A) It has distorted China’s historical development.

(B) It has over-generalized the stages of Marxist theory.
(C) It has misrepresented Weber’s ideas of history.

(D) It has overstated the impact of Western capitalism.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. This first school of thought does not distort the understanding
of China’s historical development; it simply has not taken it into account.

(B) is the correct answer.
The first school of thought is based on Marxist theory, which holds that capitalism is an
inevitable developmental stage in all societies, and suggests that while capitalism has begun
to appear in China, its full development has been blocked in some fashion. The author
believes the Marxist approach was created with a Western European model in mind, over-
generalizing the basic stages and thus not realistically applying to Chinese society.

(C) is not the correct answer. The first school of thought refers to Marxist theory and not
Weber’s theory and point of view.

(D) is not the correct answer. This first school of thought does not address capitalism’s impact on

a society from without, that is, the effect of Western capitalism on China, but applies to its
evolution from within.
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From the discussion in the passage, it can be inferred that the author believes a

theory of China’s social development must

(A) be able to withstand outside scrutiny.
(B) survive testable social conditions.

(C) be applied with realistic considerations.
(D) evidence broad compatibility to society.

The correct answer is (C).

Justification:

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

10.

is not the correct answer. The author is not concerned with outside scrutiny of a theory, but
rather the appropriateness of its application to a specific group.

is not the correct answer. The author does not suggest that a theory must show itself able to
survive testable social conditions.

is the correct answer.

The author is critical of those who adhere to either Marxism or Weberianism without
considering the broader historical context in which the two theories were introduced. The
author suggests that people should take the Chinese context into consideration when using a
theoretical model to examine developments in China.

is not the correct answer. This passage is not about compatibility as a condition for
acceptance of a theory.

Weberian historians would explain China’s inability to become a capitalist state by
pointing out that

(A) China did not develop the necessary conditions to initiate the change.

(B) China’s socio-political system was unique and resistant to transformation.
(C) Chinese supporters did not adhere closely to any outside methodology.
(D) China was in a half-feudalist and half-colonialist stage of social evolution.

The correct answer is (A).

Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.

The author mentions the result of the interplay of the economic, socio-political, and
religious factors that—according to Weberian theory—made capitalism possible in the
West. The absence of capitalism in China then, according to Weberian theory, was because
China lacked these factors, and thus conditions in China were not ripe for this practice.
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is not the correct answer. The author indicates that China’s socio-political system was
unique, but does not mention it being resistant to change.

IS not the correct answer. There is no mention of Chinese supporters in the passage.

is not the correct answer. The author does not name any specific stages of social evolution.

11. What is one point the author makes in the conclusion to this discussion?

(A) Trying to influence China’s social evolution from the outside is presumptuous.
(B) Analyzing the stimulus for China’s political movements has little significance.
(C) Isolating individual factors to account for China’s progress is counterproductive.
(D) Attempting to force a premise to explain China’s development has little merit.

The correct answer is (D).

Justification:

(A)
(B)

(©)

(D)

is not the correct answer. The author does not discuss any kind of influence on China’s
social evolution.

is not the correct answer. The stimulus for China’s political movements is not discussed
anywhere in this passage.

Is not the correct answer. The author mentions historical factors during the discussion of
Weber’s theory, but does not mention isolating those individual factors in the conclusion.

is the correct answer.

In the last paragraph, the author concludes the discussion by suggesting historians apply the
principles of a Western theoretical model only in the broadest sense and consider the
Chinese context. Otherwise, they will be making the same mistake as others trying to
impose a foreign model onto Chinese society, and their efforts and work will be groundless
and irrelevant.
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Listening Comprehension Sample Passages

Note: Examinees will not see passage transcripts in an actual DLPT5-CA Listening
Comprehension Test.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

This passage is from a conversation between a male student and his female friend.

Transcription:

LNMES RERITEMT 2L ?

P HAE g L
AR T B B LA R T ?

S ETRRLERY > BT o (2 EmE S ?
P HA] -

PELR?

PR ETHEER > AR DU CEGR AN IR -
PARERNS > Fe—ERRIRATE

DS DS g D

1. What does the man invite the woman to do?
(A) Join him and others on a bicycle trip.
(B) Participate in a college cycling event.

(C) Help him pick out a mountain bike.
(D) Exercise with the local cycling club.

The correct answer is (A).
Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.
The man invited the woman to join him and others on a bicycle trip to the Huang Mountains
in the summer.

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of an event organized by a college.

(C) is not the correct answer. Although the man mentions the word “mountains,” he did not ask
the woman to help him choose a mountain bike.
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(D) is not the correct answer. The two people talked about a bicycle trip, not about exercising
with a local club.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 2

This passage is from a conversation between a woman and her male friend.

Transcription:

20N IRE TS RIVIRR TS 2 R BT T —RAETENE
A TR -

50 (4312 B TR - L AR L
g |

g i 2 RV Sy SR S S Bt 2= L = O P NI B ST
i

5 ¢ R v AR NBUESaRY » Rl i A A T LLA G
1y XEJUEAREE D & M TE2 "R Ug ?

2L IR R EEANER AL ~ HLRE S AR
AR FATFRIPER - A HAGFE A ST - eI
YR ~ &8 ~ 7k R BRFRP T T -

5 | XERMEAEXEED  LEREHES SRV IE -

2 |

2. What action described in the newspaper is the topic of this conversation?
(A) An initiative to involve residents in community work.
(B) An incentive to conserve more of the water supply.

(C) A new procedure for dealing with stray animals.
(D) A creative plan to expand the existing city parks.

The correct answer is (A).
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Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.
This passage is a conversation about a city government’s initiative to involve its
residents in taking care of the trees planted by the city.

(B) is not the correct answer. The friends did not talk about water conservation.

(C) is not the correct answer. Although the man mentioned adopting cats and
dogs, the friends did not talk about dealing with the problem of stray animals.

(D) is not the correct answer. The friends did not talk about expansion of city parks.

3. The participants in this activity will be expected to

(A) provide a home for abandoned pets.

(B) abide by water conservation laws.

(C) pick up the litter in the new city parks.

(D) maintain the health of trees in public places.

The correct answer is (D).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. Although the man mentions adoption of animals, abandoned
pets is not the topic of this conversation.

(B) is not the correct answer. The man and woman did not talk about anything to do with laws
related to water conservation.

(C) is not the correct answer. The conversation is not about park maintenance or picking up litter
but taking care of trees belonging to the city.

(D) s the correct answer.
According to the conversation, residents are encouraged to adopt trees alongside the city
streets. Individuals or organizations need to sign an agreement with the city government and
are responsible for the upkeep of the trees.
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Sample Passage: Level 3

This passage is from a lecture by a female university professor.

Transcription:

FTESCAARRRIPER > (EBOKRE - thF el DU B AT 2
FRPWLEFTEN eRENE —BRi sk - PREy
A [E SR ATy 2 B S BRI (RS M B MR N - Hor
—ISLGR A E - TR EMZER EAEEAL 0 HE RS
AR SRR A I - — HEESSRVEREITA 0 AT
JUEREL - FAENZ RSB AR TR - — MRET
A - SERRESNT ? AR XL G [His
THRURENER > A2 SIXAHEE - EEAER - SR RS S E
INKEEECS - WET > HERVERGH@m EEAITmNE
LRk BEfeFlm BUATE L E M T BT 2ty - oA 2H 2w
Y BIAES ARERE - MIZAVEE T - SRA RS ARy
T BERIVEELIGE N ARSI S EEAET - RIE > A1
FR o>+ NBHLENEH - AT AN O AZ A > JRST
TRILLSS AT SR B IEK - e B SR XA B SR —
B

4. According to the professor, what is the cause of the phenomenon she is discussing?
(A) The lack of intellectual rigor applied by certain scholars.
(B) A sense of defensiveness regarding achievements.

(C) A suspicion about some claims of accomplishment.
(D) The pressure to publish a requisite number of articles.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. This phenomenon, according to the professor, is caused by
an overprotective attitude toward accomplishments not by anyone’s lack of
intellectual rigor.

36



DLPT5-CA Familiarization Guide

(B) is the correct answer.
The cause of the phenomenon discussed in the passage is the desire to protect
intellectual status as well as to assert achievements, through refuting the
achievements of others. According to the professor, this attitude boils down to
narrow-mindedness and a wish to hold on to status and benefits.

(C) is not the correct answer. The professor did not mention suspicion cast on any
claims of accomplishment.

(D) is not the correct answer. The phenomenon discussed is not about the pressure of publication
that scholars face but the means some academics resort to in asserting their status.

5. Inthe professor's opinion, modern intellectuals should
(A) choose bold research topics instead of ordinary ones.
(B) strive to understand personalities as well as academic issues.

(C) focus on their own development rather than belittling others.
(D) listen to differing opinions instead of disputing them.

The correct answer is (C).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. The professor did not say anything about research topics.

(B) is not the correct answer. The professor did not address a necessity to understand
other people.

(C) s the correct answer.
The professor says that intellectuals should focus on self-improvement and personal
development instead of disparaging others.

(D) is not the correct answer. The professor does not suggest that scholars have not

been listening to differing opinions, only that, in their narrow view, instead of
disputing the opinions, they have been disparaging those who offer the opinions.
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Sample Passage: Level 4

This passage is from an interview between a female journalist and a male Chinese
author.

Transcription:

20 RARIE - MRS GRE) AHEEC » AMIREZRMX
MR ZANERE— PR T RS WERARRES » Wit
TTHSAEIT RO B T IREVERR a0 BRI > 56
b EEAREAVEEY: - OlE) PHYRS S LHEE 12 AR
FARH A A Rl ST - AR RV X IR P A — M2 BI5R
PERMHYRPE SRS - IRESEMT 2 AR 7

% L HEES > HOAENESSRD - HiE HEA BB AREFER
A o WIB/NRARZ L VS WRIRE 1R - N SRR
Fo o RS I EOE o S8 "R (] IR~ gl
IR 20 A VEXFOWWEZARESL - BR T A TS
Wy ZARAYTHE - 25 NLIF SR A M- °

2 ERRTTH SRR AT o FERFIRDIN - NZHEIBT
IRIES > AR A ] > fe— B LR RN ESR a8
TR AliA TR SOt S - HAAE A ATHL
WLRENFRIR - REENRZEZ - AR E A
L F N 5IRE F AR ERAIE T VAA /EME—IEaRY -

5% | BIOLH BRI SRR - BRI I SRR

A BEEE A REY - FEREE ETRE > 2T AT HIR
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WHEE SR 20 B TFRER S — R XAt
2 RIME - SEIEAE RO E A - FRIEIE CIHESI TR
o IR X T - ARARIEWEIEERE U A IRAIE S
SLREY T I B T i v - Boh M HYE © FRAVHmE E S E T
H A EE IR A BRYREEUER - —iRgE R o iR AR
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RS ERES WETE - UTERERIRAV AT » SRR e - fR

A LA — RS B IRGSIE » Z T - (RERTR SR RS - IR =

RS > BEXAEIHEE A ERENITERE - RERIIERX

FRIERL A R > BT DA A RE B SR By G 20 ~ TRy 20 -
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6. What challenge does the author say he faced early in his career?

(A) His lack of formal training restricted his mode of expression.

(B) His work had to endure criticism from those who did not understand it.
(C) His ideal of literature had to be compromised for financial success.

(D) His writing did not conform to the predominant literary style.

The correct answer is (D).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. Although the author lacked formal training, that did not restrict
him from expressing his views about society.

(B) is not the correct answer. The author did not say his work was criticized for its
different style.

(C) is not the correct answer. Financial success was not a concern the author expressed in
the interview.

(D) is the correct answer.
The author believed he could not write truthfully by using the style or manner recognized by
mainstream writers, so he developed his own style.

7. According to the author, he writes in the style for which he is presently known
because

(A) it is a strategy he uses to reveal reality to his readers.

(B) it stems from a commitment to promote the goodness of life.

(C)itis aconscious choice to differentiate himself from other writers.

(D) it comes from a belief that writers should explore all options in writing.
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The correct answer is (A).
Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.
According to the author, he could not use the language of fiction that was recognized by his
contemporaries in order for him to depict society truthfully. He had to use the style he is
now known for so that he could suggest to his readers that they need to look beyond his
words to understand the truth about society.

(B) is not the correct answer. The author said nothing about promoting the goodness of life.
(C) is not the correct answer. Although his writing style is a conscious choice, the author did not
use it to distinguish himself from other writers. Rather, it is a strategy for him to tell his

readers about society.

(D) is not the correct answer. The author said nothing about writers exploring all options in
writing.
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Appendix

Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Language Skill Level Descriptions

Preface

The following descriptions of proficiency levels 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 characterize spoken-language
use. Each higher level implies control of the previous levels' functions and accuracy. The
designation 0+, 1+, 2+, etc. will be assigned when proficiency substantially exceeds one skill
level and does not fully meet the criteria for the next level. The “plus-level” descriptions,
therefore, are subsidiary to the “base-level” descriptions.

A skill level is assigned to a person through an authorized language examination. Examiners
assign a level on a variety of performance criteria exemplified in the descriptive statements.
Therefore, the examples given here illustrate, but do not exhaustively describe, either the skills a
person may possess or situations in which he/she may function effectively.

Statements describing accuracy refer to typical stages in the development of competence in the
most commonly taught languages in formal training programs. In other languages, emerging
competence parallels these characterizations, but often with different details. Unless otherwise
specified, the term “native speaker” refers to native speakers of a standard dialect.

“Well-educated,” in the context of these proficiency descriptions, does not necessarily imply
formal higher education. However, in cultures where formal higher education is common, the
language-use abilities of persons who have had such education is [sic] considered the standard.
That is, such a person meets contemporary expectations for the formal, careful style of the
language, as well as a range of less formal varieties of the language.

These descriptions may be further specified by individual agencies to characterize those aspects
of language-use performance, which are of insufficient generality to be included here.
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Listening

Listening 0 (No Proficiency)
No practical understanding of the spoken language. Understanding is limited to occasional
isolated words with essentially no ability to comprehend communication.

Listening 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand a number of memorized utterances in areas of immediate
needs. Slight increase in utterance length understood but requires frequent long pauses between
understood phrases and repeated requests on the listener's part for repetition. Understands with
reasonable accuracy only when this involves short memorized utterances or formulae. Utterances
understood are relatively short in length. Misunderstandings arise due to ignoring or inaccurately
hearing sounds or word endings (both inflectional and non-inflectional), distorting the original
meaning. Can understand only with difficulty even such people as teachers who are used to
speaking with non-native speakers. Can understand best those statements where context strongly
supports the utterance's meaning. Gets some main ideas.

Listening 1 (Elementary Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand utterances about basic survival needs and minimum
courtesy and travel requirements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can
understand simple questions and answers, simple statements and very simple face-to-face
conversations in a standard dialect. These must often be delivered more clearly than normal at a
rate slower than normal with frequent repetitions or paraphrase (that is, by a native used to
dealing with foreigners). Once learned, these sentences can be varied for similar level vocabulary
and grammar and still be understood. In the majority of utterances, misunderstandings arise due
to overlooked or misunderstood syntax and other grammatical clues. Comprehension vocabulary
inadequate to understand anything but the most elementary needs. Strong interference from the
candidate's native language occurs. Little precision in the information understood owing to the
tentative state of passive grammar and lack of vocabulary. Comprehension areas include basic
needs such as: meals, lodging, transportation, time and simple directions (including both route
instructions and orders from customs officials, policemen, etc.). Understands main ideas.

Listening 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand short conversations about all survival needs and limited
social demands. Developing flexibility evident in understanding a range of circumstances beyond
immediate survival needs. Shows spontaneity in understanding by speed, although consistency of
understanding is uneven. Limited vocabulary range necessitates repetition for understanding.
Understands more common time forms and most question forms, some word order patterns, but
miscommunication still occurs with more complex patterns. Cannot sustain understanding of
coherent structures in longer utterances or in unfamiliar situations. Understanding of descriptions
and the giving of precise information is limited. Aware of basic cohesive features (e.g.,

pronouns, verb inflections) but many are unreliably understood, especially if less immediate in
reference. Understanding is largely limited to a series of short, discrete utterances. Still has to ask
for utterances to be repeated. Some ability to understand facts.
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Listening 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand conversations on routine social demands and limited job
requirements. Able to understand face-to-face speech in a standard dialect, delivered at a normal
rate with some repetition and rewording, by a native speaker not used to dealing with foreigners,
about everyday topics, common personal and family news, well-known current events and
routine office matters through descriptions and narration about current, past and future events;
can follow essential points of discussion or speech at an elementary level on topics in his/her
special professional field. Only understands occasional words and phrases of statements made in
unfavorable conditions, for example through loudspeakers outdoors. Understands factual content.
Native language causes less interference in listening comprehension. Able to understand facts;
i.e., the lines but not between or beyond the lines.

Listening 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand most routine social demands and most conversations on
work requirements as well as some discussions on concrete topics related to particular interests
and special fields of competence. Often shows remarkable ability and ease of understanding, but
under tension or pressure may break down. Candidate may display weakness or deficiency due to
inadequate vocabulary base or less than secure knowledge of grammar and syntax. Normally
understands general vocabulary with some hesitant understanding of everyday vocabulary still
evident. Can sometimes detect emotional overtones. Some ability to understand implications.

Listening 3 (General Professional Proficiency)

Able to understand the essentials of all speech in a standard dialect including technical
discussions within a special field. Has effective understanding of face-to-face speech, delivered
with normal clarity and speed in a standard dialect on general topics and areas of special interest;
understands hypothesizing and supported opinions. Has broad enough vocabulary that rarely has
to ask for paraphrasing or explanation. Can follow accurately the essentials of conversations
between educated native speakers, reasonably clear telephone calls, radio broadcasts, news
stories similar to wire service reports, oral reports, some oral technical reports and public
addresses on non-technical subjects; can understand without difficulty all forms of standard
speech concerning a special professional field. Does not understand native speakers it they speak
very quickly or use some slang or dialect. Can often detect emotional overtones. Can understand
implications.

Listening 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Comprehends most of the content and intent of a variety of forms and styles of speech pertinent
to professional needs, as well as general topics and social conversation. Ability to comprehend
many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some subtleties and nuances.
Increased ability to comprehend unusually complex structures in lengthy utterances and to
comprehend many distinctions in language tailored for different audiences. Increased ability to
understand native speakers talking quickly, using nonstandard dialect or slang; however,
comprehension is not complete. Can discern some relationships among sophisticated listening
materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow some unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in subject matter areas directed to the general listener.
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Listening 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)

Able to understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs. Able to
understand fully all speech with extensive and precise vocabulary, subtleties and nuances in all
standard dialects on any subject relevant to professional needs within the range of his/her
experience, including social conversations; all intelligible broadcasts and telephone calls; and
many kinds of technical discussions and discourse. Understands language specifically tailored
(including persuasion, representation, counseling and negotiating) to different audiences. Able to
understand the essentials of speech in some non-standard dialects. Has difficulty in
understanding extreme dialect and slang, also in understanding speech in unfavorable conditions,
for example through bad loudspeakers outdoors. Can discern relationships among sophisticated
listening materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in any subject matter directed to the general listener.

Listening 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Increased ability to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech as well as ability to
understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs, including social
conversations. Increased ability to comprehend native speakers using extreme nonstandard
dialects and slang, as well as to understand speech in unfavorable conditions. Strong sensitivity
to sociolinguistic and cultural references. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated native
listener but still not equivalent.

Listening 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)

Comprehension equivalent to that of the well-educated native listener. Able to understand fully
all forms and styles of speech intelligible to the well-educated native listener, including a number
of regional and illiterate dialects, highly colloquial speech and conversations and discourse
distorted by marked interference from other noise. Able to understand how natives think as they
create discourse. Able to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech.
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Reading

Reading 0 (No Proficiency)
No practical ability to read the language. Consistently misunderstands or cannot comprehend at
all.

Reading 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)

Can recognize all the letters in the printed version of an alphabetic system and high-frequency
elements of a syllabary or a character system. Able to read some or all of the following:
numbers, isolated words and phrases, personal and place names, street signs, office and shop
designations. The above often interpreted inaccurately. Unable to read connected prose.

Reading 1 (Elementary Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to read very simple connected written material in a form equivalent to
usual printing or typescript. Can read either representations of familiar formulaic verbal
exchanges or simple language containing only the highest frequency structural patterns and
vocabulary, including shared international vocabulary items and cognates (when appropriate).
Able to read and understand known language elements that have been recombined in new ways
to achieve different meanings at a similar level of simplicity. Texts may include descriptions of
persons, places or things: and explanations of geography and government such as those
simplified for tourists. Some misunderstandings possible on simple texts. Can get some main
ideas and locate prominent items of professional significance in more complex texts. Can
identify general subject matter in some authentic texts.

Reading 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand simple discourse in printed form for informative social
purposes. Can read material such as announcements of public events, simple prose containing
biographical information or narration of events, and straightforward newspaper headlines. Can
guess at unfamiliar vocabulary if highly contextualized, but with difficulty in unfamiliar
contexts. Can get some main ideas and locate routine information of professional significance in
more complex texts. Can follow essential points of written discussion at an elementary level on
topics in his/her special professional field.

In commonly taught languages, the individual may not control the structure well. For example,
basic grammatical relations are often misinterpreted, and temporal reference may rely primarily
on lexical items as time indicators. Has some difficulty with the cohesive factors in discourse,
such as matching pronouns with referents. May have to read materials several times for
understanding.

Reading 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to read simple, authentic written material in a form equivalent to usual
printing or typescript on subjects within a familiar context. Able to read with some
misunderstandings straightforward, familiar, factual material, but in general insufficiently
experienced with the language to draw inferences directly from the linguistic aspects of the text.
Can locate and understand the main ideas and details in material written for the general reader.
However, persons who have professional knowledge of a subject may be able to summarize or
perform sorting and locating tasks with written texts that are well beyond their general
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proficiency level. The individual can read uncomplicated, but authentic prose on familiar
subjects that are normally presented in a predictable sequence which aids the reader in
understanding. Texts may include descriptions and narrations in contexts such as news items
describing frequently occurring events, simple biographical information, social notices,
formulaic business letters, and simple technical material written for the general reader.
Generally, the prose that can be read by the individual is predominantly in straightforward/high-
frequency sentence patterns. The individual does not have a broad active vocabulary (that is,
which he/she recognizes immediately on sight), but is able to use contextual and real-world cues
to understand the text. Characteristically, however, the individual is quite slow in performing
such a process. Is typically able to answer factual questions about authentic texts of the types
described above.

Reading 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand most factual material in non-technical prose as well as
some discussions on concrete topics related to special professional interests. Is markedly more
proficient at reading materials on a familiar topic. Is able to separate the main ideas and details
from lesser ones and uses that distinction to advance understanding. The individual is able to use
linguistic context and real-world knowledge to make sensible guesses about unfamiliar material.
Has a broad active reading vocabulary. The individual is able to get the gist of main and
subsidiary ideas in texts which could only be read thoroughly by persons with much higher
proficiencies. Weaknesses include slowness, uncertainty, inability to discern nuance and/or
intentionally disguised meaning.

Reading 3 (General Professional Proficiency)

Able to read within a normal range of speed and with almost complete comprehension a variety
of authentic prose material on unfamiliar subjects. Reading ability is not dependent on subject
matter knowledge, although it is not expected that the individual can comprehend thoroughly
subject matter which is highly dependent on cultural knowledge or which is outside his/her
general experience and not accompanied by explanation. Text-types include news stories similar
to wire service reports or international news items in major periodicals, routine correspondence,
general reports, and technical material in his/her professional field; all of these may include
hypothesis, argumentation and supported opinions. Misreading rare. Almost always able to
interpret material correctly, relate ideas and "read between the lines,” (that is, understand the
writers' implicit intents in text of the above types). Can get the gist of more sophisticated texts,
but may be unable to detect or understand subtlety and nuance. Rarely has to pause over or
reread general vocabulary. However, may experience some difficulty with unusually complex
structure and low frequency idioms.

Reading 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Can comprehend a variety of styles and forms pertinent to professional needs. Rarely
misinterprets such texts or rarely experiences difficulty relating ideas or making inferences. Able
to comprehend many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some nuances
and subtleties. Able to comprehend a considerable range of intentionally complex structures, low
frequency idioms, and uncommon connotative intentions, however, accuracy is not complete.
The individual is typically able to read with facility, understand, and appreciate contemporary
expository, technical or literary texts which do not rely heavily on slang and unusual items.

46



DLPT5-CA Familiarization Guide

Reading 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)

Able to read fluently and accurately all styles and forms of the language pertinent to professional
needs. The individual's experience with the written language is extensive enough that he/she is
able to relate inferences in the text to real-world knowledge and understand almost all
sociolinguistic and cultural references. Able to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the
full ramifications of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social
environment). Able to read and understand the intent of writers' use of nuance and subtlety. The
individual can discern relationships among sophisticated written materials in the context of broad
experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought readily in, for example, editorial,
conjectural, and literary texts in any subject matter area directed to the general reader. Can read
essentially all materials in his/her special field, including official and professional documents
and correspondence. Recognizes all professionally relevant vocabulary known to the educated
non-professional native, although may have some difficulty with slang. Can read reasonably
legible handwriting without difficulty. Accuracy is often nearly that of a well-educated native
reader.

Reading 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Nearly native ability to read and understand extremely difficult or abstract prose, a very wide
variety of vocabulary, idioms, colloquialisms and slang. Strong sensitivity to and understanding
of sociolinguistic and cultural references. Little difficulty in reading less than fully legible
handwriting. Broad ability to "read beyond the lines" (that is, to understand the full ramifications
of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social environment) is nearly that
of a well-read or well-educated native reader. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated
native reader, but not equivalent.

Reading 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)

Reading proficiency is functionally equivalent to that of the well-educated native reader. Can
read extremely difficult and abstract prose; for example, general legal and technical as well as
highly colloquial writings. Able to read literary texts, typically including contemporary avant-
garde prose, poetry and theatrical writing. Can read classical/archaic forms of literature with the
same degree of facility as the well-educated, but non-specialist native. Reads and understands a
wide variety of vocabulary and idioms, colloquialisms, slang, and pertinent cultural references.
With varying degrees of difficulty, can read all kinds of handwritten documents. Accuracy of
comprehension is equivalent to that of a well-educated native reader.
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