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Introduction

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 (DLPTS) in multiple-choice format. This guide
contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content,
the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen
shots of what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information
on testing procedures are provided. Finally, there is a section of sample listening passages with
questions, answer choices, and explanations for each choice.

Overview of the DLPTS Multiple-Choice Test

Department of Defense Instruction DoDI 5160.71, 2019 identifies the Defense Language
Proficiency Testing (DLPT) System—for reading, listening, and speaking modalities—as an
essential component of the Defense Language Program, and critical to the Department’s ability
to measure and capture the language capabilities of the DoD Components and to determine
readiness.

Except as otherwise provided in DoDI 5160.71, 2019! or as authorized by public law, the DLPT
System is the only test battery authorized for assessing an individual’s proficiency in a foreign
language and for determining qualification for receiving a Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus
(FLPB) for military personnel pursuant to DoD Instruction 1340.27 or Foreign Language
Proficiency Pay (FLPP) for civilian personnel pursuant to DoD 1400.25-M in the Department of
Defense.

The fifth generation of the Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPTS) measures target
language proficiency in two modalities, reading and listening, regardless of how the target
language has been acquired. Target languages refer to the languages other than English for which
the DLPTS is developed. Like all previous generations of DLPT—since the inception of the first
standardized Army Language Proficiency Tests in 1948—the DLPT5 was developed as a
bilingual test requiring English language proficiency as prerequisite for foreign language
proficiency testing.

The DLPTS tests measure proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Skill Level Descriptions, levels 0+ through 4 (https://www.govtilr.org/), where available. The
results of the DLPTS will be used to make operational readiness, incentive pay, and training
decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the United States government.

1 Source: DoD Language Testing Program, Department of Defense Instruction 5160.71, January 26, 2009,
Incorporating Change 2, Effective April 9, 2019, USD(P&R).


https://www.govtilr.org/
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Description of the DLPTS Lower-Range Test
in Multiple-Choice Format

Test Design

o Typically, the Lower-Range Listening Comprehension Test contains
approximately 60 questions with about 37 passages A listening passage can have
up to 2 questions, each with 4 answer choices.

o Examinees have 3 hours to complete the Listening Comprehension Test.
Approximately halfway through the test, examinees will be given a 15-minute
break. The break does not count toward the test time. For the Listening
Comprehension Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled by the
computer, examinees may take as much or as little time as they wish to answer
each question. Managing time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility.

Test Content

o The DLPTS5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless
of how that language has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad
proficiency orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular
language-training program.

o The majority of passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials
and real-life sources such as radio and television broadcasts, the Internet, etc.

o The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific and technological, and military and
security topics.

o The content of the test forms will be systematically updated.

Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples of how to
answer the questions, and question sets. Each question set contains the following parts:

o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.

o Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a Listening Comprehension passage in the test is
approximately 2 minutes.

o Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally, questions may ask about
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specific words or phrases that are used in the passage. The number of questions
asked about each passage is related to the length and complexity of that passage.

o Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also
written in English, only one of which is the correct answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different
button.

DLPTS5 is for official use only and the unauthorized discussion, disclosure, or possession of any
of the test content is forbidden.

For military personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition is a violation of Article 92,
Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in administrative or disciplinary actions.

For civilian personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition may be prosecuted under Title 18,
Section 641 of the United States Code.
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Scoring

Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Lower-Range tests
are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3.

Scores reflect current functional language proficiency in listening as defined in the ILR Skill
Level Descriptions (https://www.govtilr.org/). Scores do NOT reflect proficiency in speaking or
writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or ability to perform specific
language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., listening to a target language passage
indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental reference materials and information
sources).

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examinee’s advantage to attempt to answer every
question, even if it involves guessing.

Preparation for Taking the DLPTS

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPTS5
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying”
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPTS5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training and through language exposure
and use in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Study aids (i.e., dictionaries, reference
books, etc.) are not permitted for this test.


https://www.govtilr.org/
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPTS5

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the DLPT5
multiple-choice Listening Comprehension Test. Test procedures and instructions for the
Listening Comprehension Test are provided.

Test Procedures Overview

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the
DLPTS multiple-choice Listening Comprehension Test. First, there will be a short description of
what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screenshots of what examinees will
see on the computer screen will be provided.

At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC). The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] button before moving to the next
screen.

Rrformation and Tecknolfogy Better Decision Making

) sﬁ DLPT Testing
(==
00—
Candidate Logon

The Test Administrator has sucessfully logged in. |

CAC Logon | User ID
CAC Logon

Password:
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is registered; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.

L g
m‘ﬁ DLPT Testing
=

Urdu Reading

Urdu Listening

Take Test
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests, the Non-
Disclosure Statement, and the Test Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take
the test at that time). The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the Disclaimer
Statement and then the Test Administration Statement before moving to the next screen.

Below are introductory screens from a Listening Comprehension Test. Please note: the screen
shots below were taken from the Japanese test as examples for the purpose of illustration.

DLPTS5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Defense Language Proficiency Test
Multiple Choice F t . - p o
e e If you have difficulty with the instructions or any
functions of this test, click the Help button in the lower
left corner.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Controlled Item (Test Material)

Japanese

Language Code JA Not to be reproduced without & ranted by mmandant

Not to be shown to unauthorized persons

Defense Language Institute Foreign Langua

Lower Range Listening Comprehension

To begin the test, click the Next button below.

Introduction: Screen 1 of 6
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Privacy Act Statement:

Disclosure of requested information is solicited under the
authority of Title 10, United States Codes 3013, Army
Regulation 350-20 and Executive Order 9397 and is mandatory.
Social Security Number is used as the personal identifier
number of all personnel under control of the Department of
Defense, and is used in connection with updating information in
official records and training files. Use of Social Security
Number provides for objective scoring of Defense Language
Institute tests, as the examinee's Social Security Number is the
only identifier so as to maintain confidentiality when reporting
test scores to examinees. Failure to provide Social Security
Number may result in misidentification and non-credit for tests,

and/or inadequate counseling and guidance.

Introduction: Screen 2 of 6

Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests:

Materials for this test come from authentic sources within the
target culture. These sources often include conversations or
written material of a controversial nature which are essential for
understanding world events. As a result, there may be topics,
ideas, and language in the areas of politics, international
relations, mores, etc., that may be considered contentious. The
presence of controversial statements on a test should not be
construed as representing the opinions of the test development
team, the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center,
or the Department of the Army.

i I,_ confirm having read and understood
both the Privacy Act Statement and the Disclaimer.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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Non-Disclosure Statement and Test Administration Statement:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Non-Disclosure Statement:

| understand that this test is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY and the
unauthorized possession, disclosure, or discussion of any of
the test content is forbidden. Such unauthorized discussion or
disclosure refers to RELATING ANY ASPECT OF THIS TEST TO
ANYONE, including an instructor, supervisor, fellow employee,
or spouse.

Civilian Personnel:

Any failure to comply with this prohibition may be a violation of
Title 18, Section 641 of the United States Code which could
subject the violator to a fine, or imprisonment up to 10 years, or
both.

Military Personnel:

Any failure to comply with this prohibition is a violation of
Article 92, Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in
appropriate administrative action to fix responsibility for such
unauthorized behavior with criminal sanctions of up to two
years hard labor and dishonorable discharge for those
invelved.

Introduction: Screen 3 of 6

Test Administration Statement:

| understand that | am not required to take the Japanese
Listening Comprehension Test at this time if there are
extenuating circumstances such as fatigue, illness, emotional
distress, family or financial problems, etc., which may interfere
with my performance on the test; and that the test will be
administered at another time acceptable to me, the Test Control

Officer (TCO) concerned, and my unit commander.

M, _ confirm having read and understood
both the Non-Disclosure and the Test Administration
Statements.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the Listening Comprehension Test:

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. Familiarize yourself with the features of
this screen now.

Multiple Choice Test for Listening Comprehension Language X TITLE BAR
+ indicates the test title.

Passage # 1
Thiv prassage Is Laken from o news broadcast.

ORIENTATION STATEMENT

«+ explains the source of the passage in English.
1. What does the author claim about his sources?

They are a major players in the governmental sector

They are primary polltical flgures.

They have been significantly cautious in the last few years. QUESTIONS

They have been a favorite target of politicians, + To choose an answer, click the button next
to that choice.

2. what is the author's purpase in discussing this issue?
™ o highlight the corruption of the: current system, + To change your anwer, click the button

To epiase: traitars in e bigher echilons of the miitary. next to a different choice.

o
7 Tocontribule 1o public awareness.
~

+ To see all the questions, you may need to

To criticlze those not pay attention.
paying scroll.

« A red line indicates the end of the questions.
End of this passage
Mark this passage for later consideration. [~

STATUS BAR shows:

+ Current passage number

Click this button To hear the audio for a
if you have any I ge, click this butt + Total number of passages

technical difficulties

+ Number of questions for current passage

m Passage 1 of 40 2 questions Test Ends in: 178:02 « Timer status

Passage # # of Questions Time Remaining * Play Audio and Help buttons
Total # of passages for this passage

Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages.

10
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The next two screens contain instructions for the Listening Comprehension Test.

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Test Sequence

The Clock
* When a passage screen opens, you will see the
passage number, orientation statement, and the
question or questions with their answer choices.
+ The amount of time allotted for this test is 3 hours (180
At the very bottom of the screen a [Play Audio] button minutes).

will be visible. + There is a break in the middle of the test. It does not
count against your time.

When you click the [Play Audio] button, the audio will . o .

begin. The phrase 'Audio Playing' will be displayed in + It is your responsibility to keep track of where you are in

the status bar at the bottom of the screen. the test, and how much time is remaining.

You may answer questions at any time during the
playing of the audio.

You may not move to the next passage until the audio

finishes playing. When the audic finishes, the [Next]

button appears at the bottom of the screen. Click it

when you are ready to move on to the next passage.You BEFORE YOU PROCEED, adjust your volume.
will not be able to go back to previous passages until

the end of the test.

The [Help] button reappears at the end of the audio

playing for each passage. If you need help concerning a
passage, make sure that you click the [Help] button

before moving to the next passage. Click the [Test Volume] button to hear a short audio file.

e connnilll 0

Click the minus to lower the volume or the plus to raise the volume.

Introduction: Screen 5 of 6

11



DLPTS5 Familiarization Guide — August 2023

Instructions screen for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

ATTENTION: You should hear a voice reading the instructions below.

If the audic is not clear or loud encugh, raise your hand now to alert the Test Administrator.

+* When a passage screen opens, you will see a short statement in English that explains the context from which
the passage was taken, and below that, the question or questions associated with the passage.

When you are ready to hear the passage, click on the [Play Audio] button located at the bottom right corner of
the screen.

You will then hear the short statement in English followed by the [ ge. Some | ges will be played once
and some will be played twice. When a passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the
passage is played the second time.

You do not have to wait until the passage has finished playing to begin answering the questions. After hearing
the passage you will be reminded to answer the question or questions. Read each question and its answer
choices carefully. Some questions may be in the form of an incomplete statement.

Based on what you have heard in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among the four
answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on a
different button.

Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go to the next passage.

There is no penalty for guessing, so it is to your advantage to answer all of the questions.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.
If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 6 Audio Playing

12
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Presented here is an example of a Listening Comprehension Test sample question (the sample
passage audio would be played while the screen is displayed):

Note: Examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Sample Passage

This passage is a conversation between friends.

51. What does the woman ask Ms. Tanaka to do?

() Meet her friend this Saturday.
O Visit a new theater in town.

O Join a school friend for lunch.
O Go to a movie with her.

End of questions for Sample Passage

hark this passage for later consideration. D

m Sample Passage 1 question

Note: After audio plays, the [Next] button will appear at the lower right of the screen.

When a passage screen opens, examinees can start the audio by clicking on the [Play Audio]
button whenever they are ready to listen to the passage. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button will appear.

Examinees can move on to the next passage once the audio has finished playing by clicking on
the [Next] button. At the end of the test, examinees will be able to move back to previous

questions, but the audio will not play again.

After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the End-of-Test
Review Information and Start of Test screen.

13
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End-of-Test Review Information and Start of Test screen for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

End-of-Test Review Information

« At the end of the test, if there is still time on the clock, you
will have the opportunity to review your answers before
submitting the test.

* From the review page you will be able to jump to any
given passage.

* You will be able to respond to any questions you have not
answered, or change an answer.

* You will not hear the audio again during this review
period.

= You will be given whatever time remains until the end of
the test for this review.

= Detailed instructions for this review will be given at the
end of the test.

End of Instructions

Test ends in : 180:00

Start of Test

« This listening test contains:

41 passages with a total of 61 questions.
+ The test runs approximately 3 hours (180 minutes).
+ There will be a 15 minute break after Passage 24.
= When you are ready, click the [Start Test] button below.

+ The screen will move to Passage 1 and the test will begin.

By clicking on the [Start Test] button, the examinee moves to the first passage of the test and

starts the clock.

14
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End-of-Test Review Information

At the end of the test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses to the
questions before submitting the test.

On the review page, examinees will be able to click and jump to any given passage. They will be
able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can change an answer.

The audio for the Listening Comprehension Test will NOT be played again during this review
period.

Example of the review screen:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

End of Listening Test

In the chart below, an asterisk (") in the Answer ¢column means that you have answered a question.

If you see the word [EILI[A it means that no answer has been registered for this question.

If you see an X nextto a passage number, it means that you marked that passage for further consideration as
you were taking the test.

To reviewlchange any answer, click the row in the chart which corresponds to the question number.

Passage Q # Answer Passage O £ Answer Passage Q # Answer Passage O # Answer
1 1 : 17 : 1Ak T k54
. | Biank | EL B
18 w3 37
40
19 2% 4 38
42
20 : 0 43
“
9 21 345
0 - 16
11 22 2 W
12 - * 33 a8
13 * 49
14 M50
L * 51
16 * 3 52
17 . 53
B *

s When you are satisfied and are ready to submit your test, click the [Submit] button below.

Review Answers Test ends in: 78:26

15
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Sample Passages

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT 5 test in multiple-
choice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1 through 3 in listening taken
from Saudi, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations of the correct
answer for each question are also provided.

Listening Comprehension Sample Passages

Note: Examinees will NOT see passage transcripts in an actual DLPTS Listening Test.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

This passage is a conversation between a husband and his wife.

Transcription:

£a) S oy Jad 4aling 3 1(3) oo
om s g Al e lae Al sley b zliss 4y 1(1) a3
<l Jalll e aal ) Uy sl 0558 (R0 Al L2(3) goY

Dbeal Gl el Ga G si S (g i LaE gl cullys | Jliaa 1(1) A3 g

1. What does the husband say he will do on the way home from work?

(A) Buy water.

(B) Order bread.

(C) Meet a friend.

(D) Mail a package.
The correct answer is (A).

Justification:

(A)is the correct answer.
The husband says that he will buy a box of water on the way home from work.

16
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(B) is not the correct answer. The wife tells her husband they need bread, but the husband does
not say he will order bread.

(C) s not the correct answer. Although the husband mentions an invitation, which might suggest
friends visiting, there is no mention of him meeting a friend in this conversation.

(D)is not the correct answer. There is no mention of mailing a package in this conversation.

17



DLPTS5 Familiarization Guide — August 2023

Sample Passage: ILR Level 2

This passage is from a conversation between a male interviewer and a farmer.

Transcription:

= ) gl okl bk

fan s = o hll 4l (e 1(3) gedal)

B0 4kl 1(3) gl

38 ey 3 1(3) aplal)

Boad A Jsaiigone ) Jsaiis e 31 sda 1(3) g1l
0 sl (o Leil Cajad o o i1 2(3) aedall

O ginl e Bsdy Sl (ppbe ol L el W (e 1(3) el

s el 5 G e ;(3) lal)
Ll G 1(3) g1

flee )3 e 1(3) 2l

SN s sall 2(3) £l Sall

i 1(3) alal)

s ) ol el A 1(3) g 5al
e Al 3 Gaans e 4l 1(3) apdall
A 4 1(3) £ )5l

heas g5 1 (3) gl

el 2(3) g5

Y (Bl el el sl buhg 2(3) el

gl L Y 1(3) g5

18
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A0 AlSLy ) b 1(3) apdal)
o 1(3) gtsa

6 s ek 43813 kg aada ¢ pond) 135 50 5 4 ya Laada UF e ali U 13 45 58 33y 1 2(3) gadal

2
() g3
Shacally 4 (s eud (il DA | s s 541 1(3) aplal)

3wy U (g 4l s Ao 8l cpnns i 13) iy L (pual (8 g calis 5l 1(3) 03l
G Le O s @)Y Ads (e

A oS ) gal 5 48 5 5,008 1@ s ) 2(3) gadall

Ada U gal 5 2(3) £

2. According to the farmer, what indicates that the fruit is ripe?

(A) When it develops a fragrant scent.
(B) When it changes to another color.
(C) When it becomes moderately soft.
(D) When it reaches a minimum length.

The correct answer is (D).
Justification:
(A) is not the correct answer. The farmer does not mention anything about scent of the fruit.

(B) is not the correct answer. The farmer explains how the flower becomes fruit. However, he
does not mention a change in color as a sign of the fruit being ripe.

(C) is not the correct answer. The farmer does not mention anything about softness of the fruit.

(D) is the correct answer.
The farmer says the fruit becomes twenty centimeters and above when it is ripe.

19
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3. What is one thing the farmer says about the seeds?
(A) They can be sold at a good price.
(B) They can be stored for a long time.
(C) They cannot ever be treated as food.
(D) They cannot always be found in stores.

The correct answer is (B).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. The farmer does not mention anything about the price of the seeds.

(B) is the correct answer.

The farmer responds to the question about the seeds by saying that when dried, the seeds can
be placed in a container and don’t go bad for up to four years.

(C) is not the correct answer. The farmer does not clarify whether the seeds can ever be treated
as food.

(D) is not the correct answer. The farmer says only that the type of the fruit the farmers grow is
not sold in markets. He does not say anything about whether the seeds can be found in stores.

20
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3

This passage is from a commentary by a man.

Transcription:

Lo il 13) cuda s e W 5 il W g lin g 3181 je (e aai el | Ganii b e, L Auh e Gangi Ll 13
¥ elin cnla

i) 5 Lol sllags I (na cla ye W 5 dail Y 5 A cclddiiall (8 iy U gpne sl dada ()5S Ly
€08 Cus b sa g 65 U588 K1 Al 5 fagallans I (e el 5891 Y 5 el Y5 e 30
ey Le il 13 il

2 O s paing (A dlaal juaisacld N il Gl Al o el el deadl ey (land (pacld Liald
(b juan AlS5 &5y AlS (@ elly AN Y 5 G O gadaed D8 ¢ 5 JS 8 cadldlaie b cadlals B
W o yinig ol W acaiy A L aaii L) Wil g e, e Gial 6 Lo oo 5 dngala Blaa lan
ity e (3 ppealt o) Jual g iy Auelaia) lSe Aadlie 055 ¢asaa Ol Sl sy )

| opmal (3 guii 1A Sling ) aa ¥

4. What is the speaker’s purpose in mentioning a female doctor?

(A) To point out that Saudi men possess incompatible beliefs regarding women’s
professions.
(B) To prove that Saudi men fail to adopt a fair standard in assessing women’s job

performance.

(C) To argue that the policy changes for gender equality created unexpected
problems.

(D) To demonstrate that advocates for gender equality fail to acknowledge the
reality.

The correct answer is (A).
Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.
The speaker cites the example of the female doctor to show that while Saudi men prefer to
have female doctors treat their wife or daughter, they don’t allow women to have professions.
This example is introduced to illustrate the inconsistent beliefs held by Saudi men regarding
whether women ought to be in professions.

(B) is not the correct answer. The speaker’s argument regarding female doctors does not concern
an unfair standard held against women’s job performance.

21
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(C) is not the correct answer. The speaker does not mention problems caused by policy changes
for gender equality. In fact, the speaker argues that gender equality should be realized in
practice.

(D) is not correct answer. The speaker does not mention anything about advocates for gender
equality or their failure to acknowledge the reality.

5. In light of the speaker’s remarks on a driver, what can be inferred to be his point?

(A) The professional fields are likely to lead the gender equality movements.
(B) Gender equality is unlikely to ever be achieved in Saudi society.

(C) Gender equality would make Saudi society better for everyone.

(D) The benefits of gender equality should be discussed in the public sector.

The correct answer is (C).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. The speaker does not mention anything about gender equality
movements nor which fields are likely to lead the movements.

(B) is not the correct answer. The speaker urges Saudi people to embrace changes to women’s
rights, and he does not seem pessimistic about achieving gender equality in Saudi society.

(C) is the correct answer.
The speaker argues that the whole society will benefit from women having more freedom,
and he introduces the example of women driving to support his point.

(D) is not the correct answer. The speaker emphasizes the benefits of gender equality by saying

there will be social gains and that the gains will be without limits, but he does not mention
anything about discussing the issue in the public sector.
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