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Introduction 

 
 
This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with 
information about the Defense Language Proficiency Test IV (DLPT IV) in Web-
delivered format.  The content of the tests will be the same as the content of the paper-
based test; this guide provides information specific to what the examinees will see when 
taking the test on the computer as well as information on testing procedures.    
 
 

Scoring  
 
Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings.  Possible 
scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3.  Separate scores are reported for reading and 
listening.    Converted scores and raw scores (the number of questions the examinee 
answered correctly) are not reported; only the ILR level is reported.   
 

The listening test 
 
Unlike in the paper-based version of the test, the listening portion of the Web-based test 
is “self-paced.” What that means is that although the playing of the passages is 
controlled by the computer, examinees may take as much or as little time as they wish 
to read and answer the questions. Examinees play the passage when they are ready, and 
they go on to the next passage when they are ready. Managing the time effectively is the 
examinee’s responsibility, just as it is on the reading test. 
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Test Procedures 
 
Note: the screen shots included in this section were taken from the Russian DLPT5 and 
may differ slightly from what the examinees will see. In particular, the timing 
information given on the screen shots may not reflect DLPT IV timing information. 
 
At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a 
Common Access Card (CAC) or a user ID and password that will be provided by the 
test proctors. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before 
moving to the next screen.  The test proctors will assist the examinees with this step. 
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee 
selects the appropriate test from the list. 
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears.  These screens 
contain the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, 
the Test Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take the test at that 
time), and the Non-Disclosure Statement.  The examinee must click on the indicated 
checkboxes under the Disclaimer and the Non-Disclosure Statement  before moving to 
the next screen. 
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The next few screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize 
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test and a sample test 
passage.  The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and 
questions on the actual test passages.   
 
Reading comprehension test 
Example of screen layout for the reading comprehension test: The example text represents a 
generic foreign language; it is not meant to be legible. Explanations of the parts of the screen are 
provided. 
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Instructions screen for the reading comprehension test: 
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The next screen contains one sample passage with its associated question or questions.
 
 Example of a reading sample passage: 
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the 
test start screen.   
 
Test Start Screen for the Reading Test 
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Listening comprehension test 
Example of screen layout for the listening comprehension test: 
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The next two screens contain instructions for the listening comprehension test. Note that 
examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing. 
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Example of listening sample questions (the sample passage audio is played while the screen is 
displayed): 
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the 
test start screen.   
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End-of-Test Review Information 
At the end of each test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses 
to the questions before submitting the test.  
From the review page, examinees will be able to jump to any given passage.  
They will be able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can 
change an answer.  
The audio for the Listening Test will not be played again during this review period.  
 
Example of the review screen: 
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