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Hindi DLPT5 Familiarization Guide

Introduction

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 System (DLPT5) in multiple-choice format. This guide
contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content,
the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen
shots on what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information
on testing procedures are provided.

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test

The DLPTS5 is a foreign language proficiency test that measures the listening comprehension and
reading comprehension of an examinee who has learned a foreign language as a second
language. The test is intended to be taken by U.S. government military or civilian employees.
The DLPTS5 tests measure proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Skill Level Descriptions, levels 0+ through 4 (see Appendix A). All DLPT5s are delivered via
computer.

DLPT5s in many languages include both a Lower-Range test and an Upper-Range test. The
Lower-Range test measures ILR proficiency levels 0+ through 3, while the Upper-Range test
measures ILR proficiency levels 3 through 4. Examinees will normally take the lower-range
DLPTS5; those who receive a score of 3 on this test may be eligible to take the upper-range test,
depending on the policy of their institution. The DLPT5 will be used to make operational
readiness, incentive pay, and training decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the
United States government.

Description of the Hindi DLPT5 Lower-Range Test
in Multiple-Choice Format

e Test Design

0 The Lower-Range Reading Test contains approximately 60 questions with about
36 passages. Each passage has up to 4 questions with four answer choices per
question. Passages originate from authentic Hindi materials.

0 The Lower-Range Listening Test contains approximately 60 questions with about
37 passages. Each passage has up to 2 questions with four answer choices per
question. Passages originate from authentic Hindi materials.

0 Some passages will be played once and some will be played twice. When a

passage is played twice, there will be a short tone signal just before the passage is
played the second time.

9/27/2017 1
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0 The examinee has 3 hours to complete the Reading Test and 3 hours to complete

the Listening Test. Approximately halfway through each test, the examinee will
be given a 15-minute break. The break does not count toward the test time. For
the Listening Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled by the
computer, the examinee may take as much or as little time as desired to answer
the questions. Managing the time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility, just
as it is on the Reading Test.

e Test Content

o

(0]

(0]

(0}

The DLPTS5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless
of how it has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad proficiency
orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular language-training
program.

The passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials and real-
life sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, the
Internet, etc.

The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific, and military topics.

The content of the test forms will be systematically updated.

e Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples on how to
answer the questions, and question sets containing the following parts:

(0}
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Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.

Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a listening comprehension passage in the test is
approximately 2 minutes. The maximum length of a reading comprehension
passage is approximately 400 words. Most of the passages are much shorter than
the maximum length.

Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally questions may ask about
expressions that are used in the passage. The number of questions based on the
passage is related to the length and complexity of the passage.

Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also
written in English, only one of which is the best answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
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that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different
button.

Because test security and confidentiality are extremely important, examinees should not discuss
test content with anyone.

Scoring

Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Lower-Range tests
are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3.
Upper-Range tests are intended to cover ILR levels 3 through 4. Possible scores are 3, 3+, and 4.
Separate scores are reported for reading and listening.

Scores on either type of test reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and
listening as defined in the ILR Skill Level Descriptions (see Appendix A). Scores do not reflect
proficiency in speaking or writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or
ability to perform specific language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., reading or
listening to a target language passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental
reference materials and information sources).

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examinee’s advantage to attempt to answer every
question, even if it involves guessing.

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying”
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPTS5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training, and language exposure and use
in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e.,
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted for this test. Note taking is not permitted for
the Lower-Range test.

9/27/2017 3
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the
computer-based DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. Test procedures and
instructions for both the Reading and Listening tests are provided.

Test Procedures Overview

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the
DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening tests. First, there will be a short description of
what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screen shots of what examinees will
see on the computer screen will be provided.

At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC) or a user 1D and password that were provided when the examinee registered to take
the test. The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] or [Submit] button before moving to the
next screen.

krformation and Technology for Better Decision Miaking

A h’ DLPT Testing
(==

Candidate Logon

The Test Administrator has sucessfully logged in.

Usar ID:

Pazsword:

9/27/2017 4
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is eligible; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.

fnformation and Technofogy for Better Decision NMaking

==
™ hﬁ DLPT Testing
—r=

Urdu Reading

Take Test

Urdu Listening
Take Test

9/27/2017 5
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense language Institute Tests, the Test
Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take the test at that time), and the Non-
Disclosure Statement. The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the
Disclaimer and the Non-Disclosure Statement before navigating to subsequent screens.

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 Controlled Item (Test Material)

Multiple Choice Format

Hot 1o be shown to unauthorized persons

Japanese Hot 1o e reproduced without authority granted by the Commandant

Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center

Language Code JA

Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test If you have difficulty with the instructions or any
functions of this test, click on the [Help] button in the
lower left-hand corner of the screen.

To begin, click on the [Next] button below.

Intreduction: Screen 1of6

9/27/2017 6
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Privacy Act Statement:

Disclosure of requested information is solicited under the
authority of Title 10, United States Code 3012, Executive Order
9397 and Army Regulation 600-2 and is mandatory. Social
Security Number is used as the personal identifier number of
all personnel under control of the Department of Defense, and
is used in connection with updating information in official
records and training files. Use of Social Security Number
provides for objective scoring of Defense Language Institute
tests, as the examinee's Social Security Number is the only
identifier so as to maintain confidentiality when reporting test
scores to examinees. Failure to provide Social Security
Mumber may result in misidentification and non-credit for tests,

andlor inadequate counseling and guidance.

Introduction: Screen 2 of 6

9/27/2017

Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests:

Materials for this test come from authentic sources within the
target culture. These sources often include conversations or
written material of a controversial nature which are essential
for understanding world events. As a result, there may be
topics, ideas, and language in the areas of politics,
international relations, mores, etc., that may be considered
contentious. The presence of controversial statements on a
test should not be construed as representing the opinions of
the test development team, the Defense Language Institute

Foreign Language Center, or the Department of the Army.

[~ I confirm having read and understood both the
Privacy Act Statement and the Disclaimer.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.




Hindi DLPT5 Familiarization Guide

Test Administration Statement and Non-Disclosure Statement:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Test Administration Statement:

| understand that | am not required to take the Japanese
Reading Comprehension Test at this time if there are
extenuating circumstances such as fatigue, illness, emotional
distress, family or financial problems, etc., which may interfere
with my performance on the test; and that the test will be
administered at another time acceptable to me, the Test
Administrator, and my unit commander.

Introduction: Screen 3 of 6

9/27/2017

Non-Disclosure Statement:

| understand that this test is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY and the
unauthorized discussion, disclosure or possession of any part
of this test is a violation of Article 92, Uniform Code of Military
Justice, and will result in appropriate administrative action to
fix responsibility for such unauthorized behavior with criminal
sanctions of up to two years hard labor and dishonorable
discharge for those involved. Such unauthorized discussion or
disclosure refers to RELATING ANY ASPECT OF THIS TEST
TO ANYONE, including an instructor, fellow service member,

spouse, or class member.

[~ I confirm having read and understood both the Test
Administration and the Non-Disclosure Statements.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test and a sample test passage.
Note: The text and questions in these screens appear smaller than the text and questions on the
actual test passages.

Reading Comprehension Test

Example of screen layout for the reading comprehension test:
Note: The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to be intelligible.
Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided.

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Example of Screen Layout

Familiarize yourself with the features of this screen now.

DLPT X Muiltiple Choice Test for Reading Comprehension Language X TITLE BAR
ORIENTATION STATEMENT + indicates the test title.
Passage#1 1. What doos the author daine about his sourcos?
+ explains the source of Frow 3 magazine artice

the passage in English. ™ They are major players in the governmenta sector.

T1XXXYY YV XYXYX XYYYXY YYYY
XY WYY X000 YYYY XO0CKY YYYY X X .
XUXYYYYYYYYY XYYYYYXXXX XYYYYY (7 1hey have been significantly cautious in the last fow years,

™ They are prinary political liguees.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PASSAGE XXY XX XYXYXY XYYYY XYXYYYXYXX. € Thay haveoen a faverite target of polticins QUESTIONS
+ To an s
* ‘Parz‘lglaphs may be marked | 15 XYY XYYYYXY XYY YXYYX YXYX 2. What is the author's purpase in discussing this issun? click the button next to
1,72, ete. YEYXYX YYYXYXYXYYX VXYY XYY ™ To highlight the corruption of the current system. that choice.
R Yx\f‘xxx XYXY YXYXY XYXY XWXYYX [ Toexpose traitors in the higher cohelons of the mBtary.
* If a question asks about a -
suecific word or phrase, it is XYYXYX YXYXY XYYX XYYYXYX Yo contribute 1o public awarensss,
highlighted in red in the text. _ |l XYYXY XYYX XYYXYXYXYXYXYYYX XY  To eritkcize thoss not paying atteston. + Tochange an answer,
KR XYYK YRYYR YXY XYWXY. \ e XYY click the button next to
XXYXYX XYXYXY XYYYX YXYXY ’ w:m&::?mm @ dfferent choice.
XYXY XYXYXYXYXYX XYXYXYX XYXYX 7 vophasize the deeds of o certain agency.

XYXYXYXY. XYXYXY x\r’mx KYXYX " underine the inportance of the cormuption.
XYY OO Y XYY XY XY 7 expose the evil-doers.
XYXX. € show the historical roots of the issue.
# Ared line indicates the end
of a passage. End of this passage + A red line indicates the end
|_| Mark this p ge for later ideration. End of questions for this passage of the guestions.
+ To see an enfire passage,
you may need to scroll.
Click this button if you have =
any technical dificulties. m Passage | of 5 3 questions Test endsin: 37:39
STATUS BAR
Go to:
Passage & # of Questions Time remaining Previous Next
Total # of passages for this passage Passage Passage

m Introduction: Screen 5 of 6 m

Note: On an actual reading comprehension test, if a question asks about a specific word or
phrase, that word or phrase is highlighted in the text by appearing in red font OR by appearing
with a grey background.

9/27/2017 9



Hindi DLPT5 Familiarization Guide

Instructions screen for the reading comprehension test:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

INSTRUCTIONS

Read the short statement before each passage that tells you where the passage came from.

Read the passage and the question or questions carefully. Some questions may be in the form of an
incomplete statement.

Based on what you have read in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among the
four answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on a
different button.

Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go to the next passage.

There is no penalty for guessing: therefore. it is to your advantage to answer all of the questions.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.

If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 6

9/27/2017 10
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The next screen contains one sample passage with its associated question(s).

Example of a reading sample passage:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

Sample Passage
S1. What was the message about?
A message found on a desk

" Mr. Mori wished Ms. Yamakawa a happy birthday.
Wiz A

" Mr. Mori wanted Ms. Yamakawa to return his call today.

. - (~ Tomorrow's meeting with Mr. Mori was cancelled.
WH, ZREANSBENSVELL. HE. & PR s t
. . 0 N s. Yamakawa was invited to a party tomorrow.
SADN—=AT = e N—=F s —WHEZDOT, T P

SADIBIIRTLEEVWEDIETY,

End of questions for Sample Passage

End of this passage
Mark this passage for lster considerstion. [

Sample Passage 1 question

9/27/2017 11
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen.

Start of Test screen for the reading comprehension test:

DLPTS5 Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Japanese

End-of-Test Review Information Start of Test

After the last passage, if there is still time on the clock, you This reading test contains 36 passages and 61 questions.

will have the opportunity to review your answers before
submitting the test. You are allowed 3 hours to complete the test.

From the review page you will be able to jump to any given There will be a break at approximately 90 minutes. The break
passage. does not count against your time.

You will be able to change any answer or respond to any When you are ready, click on the [Start Test] button below.

uestions you have not answered. . . .
9 y The screen will move to Passage 1 and the clock will begin.

Detailed instructions for this review will be given at the end
of the test. You are about to RESUME your test.

The clock will be restored to reflect remaining time.
The test will move to the most recently viewed passage.

End of Instructions Testendsin:  180:00 minutes [JIEETCENN

9/27/2017 12
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Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the listening comprehension test:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Example of Screen Layout
Familiarize yourself with the features of this screen now.

TITLE BAR
« indicates the test title.

DLPT X Muitiple Choice Test for Listening Comprehension Language X

Passage # 1

This pascage is Laken from 5 mews broadcast. ORIENTATION STATEMENT

« explains the source of the passage in English .
L. What dous The author claim about s sourcos?

Thry are major players in the gavermaental sector.
They are primary poltical figures.

They have been a favorite target of politicians,

~
~
o They have been significantly cautious in the last few years,
[

L

QUESTIONS

+ To choose an answer, click the button next
to that choice.

2. what is the author’s purpose in discussing this issue?
Yo highlight the corruption of thi crent system. + To change your anwer, click the button

£ Towxpose traitars in tha bigher echolons of the mtary. next to a different choice.

 To contribute 1o public awareness., .
+ To see all the questions, you may need to

To criticize those not v attention,
v scroll.

+ A red line indicates the end of the questions.
End of this passage

Mark thiz passage for later consideration.
STATUS BAR shows:

+ Current passage number
Click this button
if you have any
technical difficulties

To hear the audio for a

passage, click this button. + Total number of passages

h

rof g i for current p

Passage 1 of 40 2 questions Test Ends in: 178:02

+ Timer status

Passage #
Total # of |

# of Questions
for this p I

Time Remaining + Play Audio and Help buttons

Intreduction: Screen 5 of 7

9/27/2017 13
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The next two screens contain instructions for the listening comprehension test. Note that
examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Test Sequence

When a passage screen opens, you will see the
passage number, orientation statement, and the
question or questions with their answer choices.

At the very bottom of the screen a [Help] button and a
[Play Audio] button will be visible.

When you click on the [Play Audio] button, the audio
will begin. The phrase 'Audio Playing’ will be displayed
in the status bar at the bottom of the screen. The
[Help] button will not be active while the audio is
playing. If you experience technical difficuity when the
[Help] button is not visible, raise your hand.

You may answer questions at any time during the
playing of the audio.

You may not move to the next passage until the audio
finishes playing. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button appears at the bottom of the screen. Click on it
when you are ready to move on to the next passage.
You will not be able to go back to previous passages
until the end of the test.

The [Help] button reappears at the end of the audio
playing for each passage. If you need help concerning
a passage, make sure that you click on the [Help]
button before moving to the next passage.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 7

9/27/2017

The Clock
« The amount of time allotted for this test is 180 minutes
(3 hours).

s There is a break in the middle of the test. It does not
count against your time.

s Itis your responsibility to keep track of where you are
in the test, and how much time is remaining.

BEFORE YOU PROCEED, test your volume.

Test Volume

Click on the [Test Volume] button to hear a short audio file.
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Instructions for the listening comprehension test (continued):

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Chinese-Mandarin

ATTENTION: You should hear a voice reading the instructions below.

If the audio is not clear or loud enough, raise your hand now to alert the Test Administrator.

When a passage screen opens, you will see a short in English that explains the from which
the passage was taken, and below that, the g or i lated with the [

When you are ready to hear the passage, click on the [Play Audio] button located at the bottom right corner of
the screen.

You will then hear the short in foll d by the Some p ges will be played once
and some will be played twice. When a passaga is played twice, thare willbe a short tone signal just before the
passage is played the second time.

You do not have to wait until the passage has finished playing to begin answering the questions. After hearing
the passage yau will be reminded to answer the g or questi Read each g ion and its answer
fully. Some q i may be in the form of an incomplete statement.

Based on what you have heard in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among the four
answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on a different
button.

Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go to the next passage.

There is no penalty for guessing, so it is to your advantage to answer all of the questions.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.
If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 6 Audio Playing

9/27/2017 15
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Example of listening sample questions (the sample passage audio is played while the screen is
displayed):

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

Sample Passage

This passage is a conversation between friends.

S$1. What does the woman ask Ms. Tanaka to do?

(" Meet her friend this Saturday.
(" Visit a new theater in town.
(" Join a school friend for lunch.

= Go to a movie with her.

End of gquestions for Sample Passage

Mark this passage for later consideration r

Sample Passage 1 question

9/27/2017 16
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After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the Start of
Test screen.

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

End-of-Test Review Information

At the end of the test, if there is still time on the clock,
you will have the opportunity to review your answers
before submitting the test.

From the review page you will be able to jump to any
given passage.

You will be able to respond to any questions you have
not answered, or change an answer.

You will not hear the audio again during this review
period.

Detailed instructions for this review will be given at the
end of the test.

9/27/2017

End of Instructions Test ends in 180:00

17

Start of Test

This listening test contains 39 passages and 61 questions.
The testis 180 minutes (3 hours) long.

There will be a 15-minute break after Passage 23. The break
does not count against the total time allowed for the test.

When you are ready, click on the [Start Test] button below.

The screen will move to Passage 1 and the clock will begin.

You are about to RESUME your test.
The test will move to the most recently viewed passage.

[ _Back [l startTest
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End-of-Test Review Information

At the end of each test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses to the
questions before submitting the test.

From the review page, examinees will be able to jump to any given passage.

They will be able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can change an
answer. The audio for the Listening Comprehension Test will not be played again during this
review period.

Example of the review screen:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Japanese

End of Listening Test
s Inthe chart below, an asterisk (") in the Answer column means that you have answered a question.
« If you see the word m it means that no answer has been registered for this question.

s If you see an X nextto a passage number, it means that you marked that passage for further consideration as
you were taking the test.

+ Toreview/change any answer, click the row in the chart which corresponds to the question number.

Passage O # Answer Passage (0 = Answer Passage O = Answer Passage O # Answer
1 * 7 19 * 27 37 * b 54 .
. | Biank |
18 * 28 * 37

19 * 29 * 38

20 . 30 * 39

21 " 31

22 * 32
. 33

23 *

24 34

X 25 * 35

X 2% .

+ When you are satisfied and are ready to submit your test, click the [Submit] button below.

Review Answers Test ends in: 78:26

9/27/2017 18
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Sample Passages

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT 5 test in multiple-
choice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1 — 3 in reading and listening
taken from Hindi, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations of the best
answer for each question are also provided. Examinees should know that study aids (i.e.,
dictionaries, reference books, etc.) are not permitted during the test. Note taking is also not
permitted during the test.

Reading Comprehension Sample Passages

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

An ad from a local newspaper

dicel T H & FA FH AR 3ueed gl gall HAforer, 701 S 3R
sl f BlARIT, 50 T & ¢ fAfAe dea i gt W, aid 3R Fawo
SIOTE, UTfhaT & 9l gX HAglel oIl & booo (UTell & ATY)l 3PN & g
ar T9eh Y ’CLoWRL T

1. For what purpose was this ad placed?
(A) To sell office furniture.
(B) To post a job opportunity.
(C) To rent an apartment.
(D) To promote a new business.
The correct answer is (C).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because although wood furnishing is mentioned in the text, there is
no mention of office furniture for sale.

(B) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about job openings. The passage gives
details related to a place for rent.

(C) is the correct answer.

The advertisement specifically states that the two-room apartment is available for rent
monthly.

9/27/2017 19
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(D) is not the correct answer, because the advertisement is not about a new business. There is no
mention in the passage of opening a new business.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 2

A report in a daily newspaper

75 feoel: IREHAT fGoell & ARYY AT geller # &I S qaled
arell s tharedl & JaR JIg sh leleh T ofdT 5| THHHA SIeqar
Teh RIS FYT I A Wi g 7| BRR] 5 & 17 wfsar o Al
I ggI] ATl ¢ T AYFHA & &g 30T IR 1 1T

IATAT T T 3MMeT Sepre gl & Ugel &1 SHATIRAT ol a8 Tolehrer feram
IAT| T H fhdl & galgd gle T G FET g1 36T 1 HROT ATC
qfche AT ST T@T &1 HeaT AR %ol T-U solleh # &I e
fﬁ?rﬁgél Igl Telle AR 4/2 # T&IT S[d 1 Sharell # 3r1eTeh 31197 &Y
o9 35 ofdli|

AT T gqsﬁa5.18ﬁﬁ$wq§$ﬁwﬁmﬁ3ﬂwaﬂﬁ
IMSAT & AT 9T FIe U T 3Bl HIRARN HT| olfehd M7 Sehre gl

¢q Hish W 11 anfsar 3R Al 95| 38 ¢ QIUeY HIHAT &l Tl Hhig
9T ST el |

tharedl & Alfdlsh Fdfdey 88 ACH & 36[AR el & dad el Fd
3TTRIT Goled AR I F & F, oifdheT M7 Fr d9E @I T aE
feher ITT| IMT F ST Th FAS HT FHA G3T ¢

1. What incident is reported?
(A) A fire at a manufacturing plant destroyed merchandise.

(B) An arsonist set fire to several warehouses in an industrial park.
(C) A firefighter was badly injured during a training exercise.
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(D) A fire spread due to improper disposal of flammable products.
The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
(A) is the correct answer.

The passage specifically states that as a result of the fire in a shoe-making factory,

merchandise worth one crore rupees was destroyed.

(B) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about an arsonist setting fire. The passage
gives details related to a fire that broke out in a factory due to a short circuit.

(C) is not the correct answer, because the passage neither mentions a training exercise nor does it
say anything about a firefighter who was injured from the training.

(D) is not the correct answer, because although a fire is mentioned in the text, there is no
mention of improper disposal of flammable products.
2. What is reported about the workers?
(A) They lacked proper employment eligibility documents.
(B) They were able to leave the warehouse unharmed.
(C) They were able to give authorities a description of the suspect.
(D) They lacked training in the handling of dangerous substances.
The correct answer is (B).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about workers” employment eligibility
documents in the passage

(B) is the correct answer.
According to the report, the workers were taken out of the factory without any injuries before
the fire became uncontrollable.

(C) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention of workers giving authorities a
description of the suspect. The passage gives details in regard to where the fire started and
how it was brought under control.

(D) is not the correct answer, because the passage does not state anything about workers’ lack of
training in the handling of dangerous substances.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3

A discussion of international relations

HARA-AT TTATAR Redl T Gradi FrafoiRg W AT TeTAHAT arA<dr
qr3ft T AR ITET 3deil ATeehld el al, Toldeir facell Iserededt &hr
R MY 3HFE g1 STl g1 faeeivent &1 7iRan o 58 d9er & $o
ETell AT €Y T, S aleT =41 U3 & WaAT faare, wfehea 3R g o
R FEA F AR & 96 H e [T S ST i 3FAlG
A @ U

TRIET & 2l 93 TSIt & geslifas Redh #1 $faed d@d gu e
VY 3FHE SAET & Fel off Thdl 2| sTH FIS a& A6l & Vo ar-
el |rell ¥ ARA-ANeT FY Th 33 GN & I[N T §, oifchel 38
PR fIRTae a1 @R A3 ol ST IS 919 78T §l

URURE §F F i 39el AfFT T&T0T T SR_RT R H IleA S 3R
Ed d15dled $S g deh ARG F SNSHT & Wl 3T & 3aledh
39T STQ0T H HARA & T H Ush a7 UCH! diehd & 36T o 39 dial
feam §1 3reumere weer 3R SHFA-HHR & 36-faE W Hesdifaw 3R
AR TThTdT Pl 3HAT Tlcheall FTdhdT HT AT ST Tohel gl oifchel
Redll @1 g@rr 9aT Ig & fob Moo g ant & =t Gt & 39 egaR
I AT §¢ T §1 I AT HRA HT FIH 37 MRS gl g 3R
Glell =1 I THR Fgd 3818 o1 G@IT ar 3 3o7eh iR Red 3
drel f&ail & oI5 Z918aT dad oTuar|

I8 gfoar # 3Uel GHS SgT &Y @ ar 99 usaar 3R ar greie
JITAT T TATHIAS §T T HAS AT &1 Dol TUTHAHAT I I1E7 H
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FEANR A ASTERT T H o1 FIH WIH gl SAIR H Tolgl 38l
AT I TRE SIS Gl & Fhifch R 38 STEIR Tiel 3R Fed AT
99T &, Sidfh g #RA 1 dIR el ol HCAg HT g

dferar, 3msdr AR AfFZar, =T & e 7 9RT F g AT F ST &
foT wrdr o § AR I A=l & IR FHeadlid T IR 35 3TH
3l & TR R AR IR AT & gra H T IR AL A 37
HTAT-SITAT 3780 o7er MR g1 olfehet el SRt o FHATST S8 oY #Taetr &
ﬁ'@ﬁﬂ'?aﬂ'?a 1918 S [ieher 3mUalT|

1. According to the author, what made the visit of the Chinese leader less
remarkable than expected?

(A)Participants ignored issues of national importance.
(B) The Chinese refused to compromise in their stance.
(C)The Chinese officials declined many invitations.
(D)Leaders expressed concern over a nuclear India.

The correct answer is (A).
Justification:

(A) is the correct answer.

The passage states that the Chinese Prime Minister’s visit was not as dramatic as the visits of
other foreign heads of state. The passage also notes that Prime Minister Wan Chya Pao did not
give any firm statement on any of the important issues, such as the border dispute, Pakistan, or
the UN Security Council seat for India.

(B) is not the correct answer, because even though the unfavorable relationship between China
and India over the past two to three years is mentioned in the passage, nothing is said specifically
about the Chinese refusing to compromise in their stance.

(C) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention in the passage of the Chinese officials
declining any invitations.

(D) is not the correct answer, because although India as a nuclear power is mentioned in the text,
there is no mention of leaders expressing concern over that issue.
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2. For what reason does the author mention Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu-
Kashmir?

(A)To illustrate that geography would not act as protection from potential nuclear
attacks.

(B) To show that Chinese activity in these areas is in response to India’s nuclear
weapons.

(C)To suggest that China continues to stereotype some groups based on past
conflicts.

(D)To convey that economic cooperation does not ensure diplomatic political
relations.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about potential nuclear attacks around
Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu-Kashmir and their geographical weaknesses.

(B) is the correct answer.
The passage states that the sudden emergence of India’s large atomic power has greatly
surprised China and the author mentions two Indian states, Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu-
Kashmir, as where China focuses most of its diplomatic activities in India.

(C) is not the correct answer. The references in the passage to the two Indian states have nothing
to do with the reason for why China is stereotyping some groups.

(D) is not the correct answer, because the author in fact mentions two Indian states for the
opposite reason; India and China’s commercial relationship will continue to scale new
heights in the coming days.

3. In the last paragraph, what prediction does the author make about the India-
China relationship?

(A)The two sides will foster stronger political relations so that they can fully
commit economically.

(B)Past events will be forgiven so that the two nations can move forward
without resentment.

(C)The relationship will improve as the Chinese become more experienced
with Indian-style diplomacy.

(D) The relationship will become more cordial once the people of the two
nations work together.

The correct answer is (D).

9/27/2017 24



Hindi DLPT5 Familiarization Guide

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because the author in fact predicts the opposite in the third
paragraph; a strong relationship based on economic exchanges will bring the political
relationship between India and China to higher levels.

(B) is not the correct answer, because the author does not predict that past events between two
nations will be forgiven so that the two nations can move forward.

(C) is not the correct answer, because the passage says nothing about Indian-style diplomacy.
Although the possibility of an improved relationship between India and China is mentioned
in the text, the author does not state that more experience with Indian-style diplomacy will
improve the relationship.

(D) is the correct answer.
The author predicts in the last sentence that if the people of the two countries connect, then
some space will emerge for emotions; an emotion-based relationship between the two nations
will become possible.
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Listening Comprehension Sample Passages
Note: Examinees will NOT see passage transcripts in an actual DLPT5 listening test.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

This passage is a radio announcement.

Transcription:

TTerel feoel 3R 3 & geftanl #H, M @7 SR 81 3777 Gag T
FLATH dIAT, ool gH auf &l HeTdd gof fohar a@m| ar & 3y
AR ARrae &7 qalAsT &1 Hsih H, 35 & AGHA & HROT Fall
faearerT 31T |, T dcdig & v &g gl 3 arel Idar &1 fRafor
HEATAT &, Gelol IT F¢ T@el T HINOTT hr Swaf|

1. What is one detail mentioned about schools in Delhi?
(A) Schools will serve as shelters during severe weather.
(B) Schools will have shortened hours before the holiday.
(C) Schools will install heaters starting next Sunday.
(D) Schools will close down for at least a week.

The correct answer is (D).

Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer, because although severe weather is mentioned in the
announcement, there is no mention of schools serving as shelters.

(B) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about holiday school hours in the passage.
The announcement gives details related to the cold weather and the school closures.

(C) is not the correct answer, because the announcement is not about installing heaters. There is
no mention in the passage of installing heaters in schools.

(D) is the correct answer.
The announcement specifically states that all schools will be closed for a week from today
due to severe weather.

Sample Passage: Level 2
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This passage is an Internet news report.

Transcription:

fogr #, SHs o & A3aret e@ry, s f@el AT o &
379ER0T fohd I, Ugg FAAIRAT ST IdT o6l & foIv, camve A
SIRT 1 AR YT HAlGaIdl of Wek &f & fob hlar serfeidsd, dAI3ARIITE,
AT FRET oo AR [T S oo & S, 3Ugd HAANET Sl Il
M & AT, =Repr TR ool &9 & Jomell 3ifda= & 5[¢ g oo &1 @
e Sl & Tl I 9 W O T 8| ToT F ferw HAgliarerr,
3HT Mol [ o §arm o 3R Sd 931, ar gioipreex &1 & #igg
ol S| S e & 93 H{IR 3R« ot A, serafot
Tfafafedt o I AR W 51 W ¢ s B @ 3, SeR-smRas
AT AT T &) 7S &1 ABNGIRET & HHIR & &Y T, TIUR °1E &
g ¥, 39 AT Suell & FAaTiRAT T 39gI0T HT To:T AT Jg HYaT
AN AT W Gl qal TG B

1. According to the report, what is the purpose of the ongoing operation?

(A) To find a missing border patrol agent.
(B) To rescue an ambushed task force.

(C) To locate a group of kidnapped people.
(D) To recover a crashed rescue helicopter.

The correct answer is (C).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because the passage does not mention anything about a missing
border patrol agent. Although the border area is mentioned in the text, no reference is made

to finding a missing border patrol agent.

(B) is not the correct answer, because nothing is said about rescuing an ambushed task force.
The passage mentions various task forces that are engaged in locating the kidnapped people.

(C) is the correct answer.

The passage specifically states that an extensive operation is continuing to trace the
kidnapped employees of a private construction company.
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(D) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention of a helicopter crash in the passage.

2. What is one detail reported about the Charka Pathar forest area?

(A) The forest was a suspected training ground for Maoist forces.
(B) The forest was closed off during the course of a police action.
(C) The forest lies outside the control of the Jamui police district.
(D) The forest trails are difficult to navigate with land vehicles.

The correct answer is (B).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. Although Maoist forces are mentioned in the passage as suspects
in a kidnapping, nothing is said about the Charka Pathar forest area being used as their
training ground.

(B) is the correct answer.

The passage clearly states that all outlets from the forest area have been closed during the

search operation.

(C) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention of the jurisdiction of the Jamui district
police in the passage.

(D) is not the correct answer, because the passage does not say anything about the difficulties in
navigating the forest with land vehicles.
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Sample Passage: Level 3

This passage is from a news interview.

Transcription:

Male 1: FR & $8 FTlg ST foh 38T ¥ &7 F T Al Hia
3R a1 gTed GURA & AT 3eieh 3u1g U &1 TsF @ 7 Sy
#AT R 9aR o Fgl fob Y 3R T & & 3gRE T &
forder v av 9| TAA Ao & IFTAR S 961 Y SHhE W FIT
fopam aram| ger & faffieet sl #F oSt o ol I q@d gu WAR A it
3R Srotel W AiewsT Seiet &1 haer fohar| addAeT aRIEfT 7 $Y &
T Far Ryfa 319 caa g7

Male 2: ¢f@3, S SeatcHe $I §H o1 §1d X I} 8, Tordar 87 g A1
S &F g, 3TN S TR ¢, 3T AT & & SearecHc HIh A g,
3R 3R 3T SRMAR SE9Y, S §ART SIS & WY §, AT i 3Toles
Y &, 31 # S 391 & fedd & g7 W Y &7 A T
o Ao a1fgd, fodar 3ees glar arfgv ar s f&e o1 @7 gl
g, foh 3 v a8k @ F g & 98 O TR W 37 als & F
ST &1 framEt @ et & v e 3moer ¢ fear & ar R orar 3nsh
@1 TG &1 36 a1 g W@ g, 330 o g@1 e &0 &1 # 9l o=
SioTel & TIT 373l AFT IIRE 39 a@ § dr 37T A1 g1 fvdg RE
greaar fHesh, A T dlchlfeldh Ugd @l g I &1 ST Greieifored ool &,
39 H 3PR A @9 9 e 76T 9, rand Jaunsid 7 faer 70
| ar TS S giaure g A1 S AT RSEST T SaevdHe &, 3§ W
EH A gl LI, AT @ dX I S ATRIET arem S fgeam, ar srhr
HHASN & 3TP FW T T ST H1H T ol IR d gl 39 H FHH
TIHR AT g1 FIAT UM, fRATAT Sl AT H AT I33T|
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1. What criticism of the government does the interviewee make by mentioning
the GDP?

(A) Dependence on foreign oil endangers the country’s food stability.

(B) Government policy undervalues the role of farming in the economy.

(C) Plans to shift the economy away from an agricultural focus are premature.
(D) Officials fail to understand the impact that floods have on the food supply.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, because the interviewee makes no reference to dependence on
foreign oil and the food stability issue.

(B) is the correct answer.
The interviewee states that agriculture is not receiving the proper distribution of funds when
considering the ratio of the agriculture sector to country’s GDP growth.

(C) is not the correct answer, because the interviewee says nothing about government’s plans to
shift the focus of economy from agriculture. In the beginning of the interview, the
interviewer mentions that the government has implemented many solutions to re-strengthen
the agricultural sector.

(D) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention of officials having problems in
understanding the impact of floods on the food supply.

2. What is the interviewee’s opinion of subsidies?
(A) Subsidies are ineffective at helping farmers increase yields.
(B) Subsidies are not effective because farmers pay high taxes.
(C) Subsidies are unfairly distributed among the country’s farmers.
(D) Subsidies are not a substitute for long-term solutions.

The correct answer is (D).

Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer, although the interviewee mentions that the subsidies are distributed
at a very small scale, he did not say that the subsidies are ineffective in increasing farmers’
yields.

(B) is not the correct answer, because no mention is made about farmers paying high taxes
during the interview.
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(C) is not the correct answer, because there is no mention of unfair distribution of subsidies
among farmers. The interviewee says that the portion of the government’s subsidies is very
small and the agriculture sector is not receiving enough funds.

(D) is the correct answer.
The interviewee states the subsidies are short-term relief and the government should invest in
improving infrastructure as a long-term solution such as irrigation facilities, development of
new varieties of seeds and the area of marketing of crops as long-term solutions.
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Appendix:
Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Language Skill Level Descriptions

Preface

The following descriptions of proficiency levels 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 characterize spoken-language
use. Each higher level implies control of the previous levels' functions and accuracy. The
designation 0+, 1+, 2+, etc. will be assigned when proficiency substantially exceeds one skill
level and does not fully meet the criteria for the next level. The "plus-level” descriptions,
therefore, are subsidiary to the "base-level™ descriptions.

A skill level is assigned to a person through an authorized language examination. Examiners
assign a level on a variety of performance criteria exemplified in the descriptive statements.
Therefore, the examples given here illustrate, but do not exhaustively describe, either the skills a
person may possess or situations in which he/she may function effectively.

Statements describing accuracy refer to typical stages in the development of competence in the
most commonly taught languages in formal training programs. In other languages, emerging
competence parallels these characterizations, but often with different details.

Unless otherwise specified, the term "native speaker" refers to native speakers of a standard
dialect.

"Well-educated,"” in the context of these proficiency descriptions, does not necessarily imply
formal higher education. However, in cultures where formal higher education is common, the
language-use abilities of persons who have had such education is [sic] considered the standard.
That is, such a person meets contemporary expectations for the formal, careful style of the
language, as well as a range of less formal varieties of the language.

These descriptions may be further specified by individual agencies to characterize those aspects
of language-use performance, which are of insufficient generality to be included here.
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Listening

Listening O (No Proficiency)

No practical understanding of the spoken language. Understanding is limited to occasional
isolated words with essentially no ability to comprehend communication. (Has been coded L-0 in
some nonautomated applications. [Data Code 00]

Listening 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand a number of memorized utterances in areas of immediate
needs. Slight increase in utterance length understood but requires frequent long pauses between
understood phrases and repeated requests on the listener's part for repetition. Understands with
reasonable accuracy only when this involves short memorized utterances or formulae. Utterances
understood are relatively short in length. Misunderstandings arise due to ignoring or inaccurately
hearing sounds or word endings (both inflectional and non-inflectional), distorting the original
meaning. Can understand only with difficulty even such people as teachers who are used to
speaking with non-native speakers. Can understand best those statements where context strongly
supports the utterance's meaning. Gets some main ideas. (Has been coded L-0+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 06]

Listening 1 (Elementary Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand utterances about basic survival needs and minimum
courtesy and travel requirements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can
understand simple questions and answers, simple statements and very simple face-to-face
conversations in a standard dialect. These must often be delivered more clearly than normal at a
rate slower than normal with frequent repetitions or paraphrase (that is, by a native used to
dealing with foreigners). Once learned, these sentences can be varied for similar level vocabulary
and grammar and still be understood. In the majority of utterances, misunderstandings arise due
to overlooked or misunderstood syntax and other grammatical clues. Comprehension vocabulary
inadequate to understand anything but the most elementary needs. Strong interference from the
candidate’s native language occurs. Little precision in the information understood owing to the
tentative state of passive grammar and lack of vocabulary. Comprehension areas include basic
needs such as: meals, lodging, transportation, time and simple directions (including both route
instructions and orders from customs officials, policemen, etc.). Understands main ideas. (Has
been coded L-1 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 10]

Listening 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand short conversations about all survival needs and limited
social demands. Developing flexibility evident in understanding a range of circumstances beyond
immediate survival needs. Shows spontaneity in understanding by speed, although consistency of
understanding is uneven. Limited vocabulary range necessitates repetition for understanding.
Understands more common time forms and most question forms, some word order patterns, but
miscommunication still occurs with more complex patterns. Cannot sustain understanding of
coherent structures in longer utterances or in unfamiliar situations. Understanding of descriptions
and the giving of precise information is limited. Aware of basic cohesive features (e.g.,

pronouns, verb inflections) but many are unreliably understood, especially if less immediate in
reference. Understanding is largely limited to a series of short, discrete utterances. Still has to ask
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for utterances to be repeated. Some ability to understand facts. (Has been coded L-1+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 16]

Listening 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to understand conversations on routine social demands and limited job
requirements. Able to understand face-to-face speech in a standard dialect, delivered at a normal
rate with some repetition and rewording, by a native speaker not used to dealing with foreigners,
about everyday topics, common personal and family news, well-known current events and
routine office matters through descriptions and narration about current, past and future events;
can follow essential points of discussion or speech at an elementary level on topics in his/her
special professional field. Only understands occasional words and phrases of statements made in
unfavorable conditions, for example through loudspeakers outdoors. Understands factual content.
Native language causes less interference in listening comprehension. Able to understand facts;
i.e., the lines but not between or beyond the lines. (Has been coded L-2 in some nonautomated
applications.) [Data Code 20]

Listening 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand most routine social demands and most conversations on
work requirements as well as some discussions on concrete topics related to particular interests
and special fields of competence. Often shows remarkable ability and ease of understanding, but
under tension or pressure may break down. Candidate may display weakness or deficiency due to
inadequate vocabulary base or less than secure knowledge of grammar and syntax. Normally
understands general vocabulary with some hesitant understanding of everyday vocabulary still
evident. Can sometimes detect emotional overtones. Some ability to understand implications.
(Has been Coded L-2+ in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 26]

Listening 3 (General Professional Proficiency)

Able to understand the essentials of all speech in a standard dialect including technical
discussions within a special field. Has effective understanding of face-to-face speech, delivered
with normal clarity and speed in a standard dialect on general topics and areas of special interest;
understands hypothesizing and supported opinions. Has broad enough vocabulary that rarely has
to ask for paraphrasing or explanation. Can follow accurately the essentials of conversations
between educated native speakers, reasonably clear telephone calls, radio broadcasts, news
stories similar to wire service reports, oral reports, some oral technical reports and public
addresses on non-technical subjects; can understand without difficulty all forms of standard
speech concerning a special professional field. Does not understand native speakers it they speak
very quickly or use some slang or dialect. Can often detect emotional overtones. Can understand
implications. (Has been coded L-3 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 30]

Listening 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Comprehends most of the content and intent of a variety of forms and styles of speech pertinent
to professional needs, as well as general topics and social conversation. Ability to comprehend
many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some subtleties and nuances.
Increased ability to comprehend unusually complex structures in lengthy utterances and to
comprehend many distinctions in language tailored for different audiences. Increased ability to
understand native speakers talking quickly, using nonstandard dialect or slang; however,
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comprehension is not complete. Can discern some relationships among sophisticated listening
materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow some unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in subject matter areas directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-3+ in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 36]

Listening 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)

Able to understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs. Able to
understand fully all speech with extensive and precise vocabulary, subtleties and nuances in all
standard dialects on any subject relevant to professional needs within the range of his/her
experience, including social conversations; all intelligible broadcasts and telephone calls; and
many kinds of technical discussions and discourse. Understands language specifically tailored
(including persuasion, representation, counseling and negotiating) to different audiences. Able to
understand the essentials of speech in some non-standard dialects. Has difficulty in
understanding extreme dialect and slang, also in understanding speech in unfavorable conditions,
for example through bad loudspeakers outdoors. Can discern relationships among sophisticated
listening materials in the context of broad experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought
readily, for example, in informal and formal speeches covering editorial, conjectural and literary
material in any subject matter directed to the general listener. (Has been coded L-4 in some
nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 40]

Listening 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Increased ability to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech as well as ability to
understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to professional needs, including social
conversations. Increased ability to comprehend native speakers using extreme nonstandard
dialects and slang, as well as to understand speech in unfavorable conditions. Strong sensitivity
to sociolinguistic and cultural references. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated native
listener but still not equivalent. (Has been coded L-4+ in some nonautomated applications.)
[Data Code 46]

Listening 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)

Comprehension equivalent to that of the well-educated native listener. Able to understand fully
all forms and styles of speech intelligible to the well-educated native listener, including a number
of regional and illiterate dialects, highly colloquial speech and conversations and discourse
distorted by marked interference from other noise. Able to understand how natives think as they
create discourse. Able to understand extremely difficult and abstract speech. (Has been coded L-
5 in some nonautomated applications.) [Data Code 50]
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ILR Language Skill Level Descriptions: Reading

R-0: Reading 0 (No Proficiency)
No practical ability to read the language. Consistently misunderstands or cannot comprehend at
all. [Data Code 00]

R-0+: Reading 0+ (Memorized Proficiency)

Can recognize all the letters in the printed version of an alphabetic system and high-frequency
elements of a syllabary or a character system. Able to read some or all of the following: numbers,
isolated words and phrases, personal and place names, street signs, office and shop designations.
The above often interpreted inaccurately. Unable to read connected prose. [Data Code 06]

R-1: Reading 1 (Elementary Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to read very simple connected written material in a form equivalent to
usual printing or typescript. Can read either representations of familiar formulaic verbal
exchanges or simple language containing only the highest frequency structural patterns and
vocabulary, including shared international vocabulary items and cognates (when appropriate).
Able to read and understand known language elements that have been recombined in new ways
to achieve different meanings at a similar level of simplicity. Texts may include descriptions of
persons, places or things: and explanations of geography and government such as those
simplified for tourists. Some misunderstandings possible on simple texts. Can get some main
ideas and locate prominent items of professional significance in more complex texts. Can
identify general subject matter in some authentic texts. [Data Code 10]

R-1+: Reading 1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand simple discourse in printed form for informative social
purposes. Can read material such as announcements of public events, simple prose containing
biographical information or narration of events, and straightforward newspaper headlines. Can
guess at unfamiliar vocabulary if highly contextualized, but with difficulty in unfamiliar contexts.
Can get some main ideas and locate routine information of professional significance in more
complex texts. Can follow essential points of written discussion at an elementary level on topics
in his/her special professional field.

In commonly taught languages, the individual may not control the structure well. For example,
basic grammatical relations are often misinterpreted, and temporal reference may rely primarily
on lexical items as time indicators. Has some difficulty with the cohesive factors in discourse,
such as matching pronouns with referents. May have to read materials several times for
understanding. [Data Code 16]

R-2: Reading 2 (Limited Working Proficiency)

Sufficient comprehension to read simple, authentic written material in a form equivalent to usual
printing or typescript on subjects within a familiar context. Able to read with some
misunderstandings straightforward, familiar, factual material, but in general insufficiently
experienced with the language to draw inferences directly from the linguistic aspects of the text.
Can locate and understand the main ideas and details in material written for the general reader.
However, persons who have professional knowledge of a subject may be able to summarize or
perform sorting and locating tasks with written texts that are well beyond their general
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proficiency level. The individual can read uncomplicated, but authentic prose on familiar
subjects that are normally presented in a predictable sequence which aids the reader in
understanding. Texts may include descriptions and narrations in contexts such as news items
describing frequently occurring events, simple biographical information, social notices,
formulaic business letters, and simple technical material written for the general reader. Generally
the prose that can be read by the individual is predominantly in straightforward/high-frequency
sentence patterns. The individual does not have a broad active vocabulary (that is, which he/she
recognizes immediately on sight), but is able to use contextual and real-world cues to understand
the text. Characteristically, however, the individual is quite slow in performing such a process. Is
typically able to answer factual questions about authentic texts of the types described above.
[Data Code 20]

R-2+: Reading 2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)

Sufficient comprehension to understand most factual material in non-technical prose as well as
some discussions on concrete topics related to special professional interests. Is markedly more
proficient at reading materials on a familiar topic. Is able to separate the main ideas and details
from lesser ones and uses that distinction to advance understanding. The individual is able to use
linguistic context and real-world knowledge to make sensible guesses about unfamiliar material.
Has a broad active reading vocabulary. The individual is able to get the gist of main and
subsidiary ideas in texts which could only be read thoroughly by persons with much higher
proficiencies. Weaknesses include slowness, uncertainty, inability to discern nuance and/or
intentionally disguised meaning. [Data Code 26]

R-3: Reading 3 (General Professional Proficiency)

Able to read within a normal range of speed and with almost complete comprehension a variety
of authentic prose material on unfamiliar subjects. Reading ability is not dependent on subject
matter knowledge, although it is not expected that the individual can comprehend thoroughly
subject matter which is highly dependent on cultural knowledge or which is outside his/her
general experience and not accompanied by explanation. Text-types include news stories similar
to wire service reports or international news items in major periodicals, routine correspondence,
general reports, and technical material in his/her professional field; all of these may include
hypothesis, argumentation and supported opinions. Misreading rare. Almost always able to
interpret material correctly, relate ideas and "read between the lines,"” (that is, understand the
writers' implicit intents in text of the above types). Can get the gist of more sophisticated texts,
but may be unable to detect or understand subtlety and nuance. Rarely has to pause over or
reread general vocabulary. However, may experience some difficulty with unusually complex
structure and low frequency idioms. [Data Code 30]

R-3+: Reading 3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Can comprehend a variety of styles and forms pertinent to professional needs. Rarely
misinterprets such texts or rarely experiences difficulty relating ideas or making inferences. Able
to comprehend many sociolinguistic and cultural references. However, may miss some nuances
and subtleties. Able to comprehend a considerable range of intentionally complex structures, low
frequency idioms, and uncommon connotative intentions, however, accuracy is not complete.
The individual is typically able to read with facility, understand, and appreciate contemporary
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expository, technical or literary texts which do not rely heavily on slang and unusual items. [Data
Code 36]

R-4: Reading 4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)

Able to read fluently and accurately all styles and forms of the language pertinent to professional
needs. The individual's experience with the written language is extensive enough that he/she is
able to relate inferences in the text to real-world knowledge and understand almost all
sociolinguistic and cultural references. Able to "read beyond the lines” (that is, to understand the
full ramifications of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social
environment). Able to read and understand the intent of writers' use of nuance and subtlety. The
individual can discern relationships among sophisticated written materials in the context of broad
experience. Can follow unpredictable turns of thought readily in, for example, editorial,
conjectural, and literary texts in any subject matter area directed to the general reader. Can read
essentially all materials in his/her special field, including official and professional documents
and correspondence. Recognizes all professionally relevant vocabulary known to the educated
non-professional native, although may have some difficulty with slang. Can read reasonably
legible handwriting without difficulty. Accuracy is often nearly that of a well-educated native
reader. [Data Code 40]

R-4+: Reading 4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)

Nearly native ability to read and understand extremely difficult or abstract prose, a very wide
variety of vocabulary, idioms, colloquialisms and slang. Strong sensitivity to and understanding
of sociolinguistic and cultural references. Little difficulty in reading less than fully legible
handwriting. Broad ability to "read beyond the lines™ (that is, to understand the full ramifications
of texts as they are situated in the wider cultural, political, or social environment) is nearly that
of a well-read or well-educated native reader. Accuracy is close to that of the well-educated
native reader, but not equivalent. [Data Code 46]

R-5: Reading 5 (Functionally Native Proficiency)

Reading proficiency is functionally equivalent to that of the well-educated native reader. Can
read extremely difficult and abstract prose; for example, general legal and technical as well as
highly colloquial writings. Able to read literary texts, typically including contemporary avant-
garde prose, poetry and theatrical writing. Can read classical/archaic forms of literature with the
same degree of facility as the well-educated, but non-specialist native. Reads and understands a
wide variety of vocabulary and idioms, colloquialisms, slang, and pertinent cultural references.
With varying degrees of difficulty, can read all kinds of handwritten documents. Accuracy of
comprehension is equivalent to that of a well-educated native reader. [Data Code 50]
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