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Introduction

This Familiarization Guide is designed to provide prospective examinees with information about
the Defense Language Proficiency Test 5 (DLPTS5) in multiple-choice format. This guide
contains general information about the test design, the format of the test, its length, its content,
the skills tested, and procedures used in scoring and reporting the scores. In addition, screen
shots of what the examinees will see when taking the test on the computer as well as information
on testing procedures are provided. Finally, there is a section of sample listening passages with
questions, answer choices, and explanations for each choice.

Overview of the DLPT5 Multiple-Choice Test

Department of Defense Instruction DoDI 5160.71, 2019 identifies the Defense Language
Proficiency Testing (DLPT) System—for reading, listening, and speaking modalities—as an
essential component of the Defense Language Program, and critical to the Department’s ability
to measure and capture the language capabilities of the DoD Components and to determine
readiness.

Except as otherwise provided in DoDI 5160.71, 2019* or as authorized by public law, the DLPT
System is the only test battery authorized for assessing an individual’s proficiency in a foreign
language and for determining qualification for receiving a Foreign Language Proficiency Bonus
(FLPB) for military personnel pursuant to DoD Instruction 1340.27 or Foreign Language
Proficiency Pay (FLPP) for civilian personnel pursuant to DoD 1400.25-M in the Department of
Defense.

The fifth generation of the Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT5) measures target
language proficiency in two modalities, reading and listening, regardless of how the target
language has been acquired. Target languages refer to the languages other than English for which
the DLPT5 is developed. Like all previous generations of DLPT—since the inception of the first
standardized Army Language Proficiency Tests in 1948—the DLPT5 was developed as a
bilingual test requiring English language proficiency as prerequisite for foreign language
proficiency testing.

The DLPTS5 tests measure proficiency as defined by the Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR)
Skill Level Descriptions, levels 0+ through 4 (https://www.govtilr.org/), where available. The
results of the DLPT5 will be used to make operational readiness, incentive pay, and training
decisions for civilian and military language analysts in the United States government.

! Source: DoD Language Testing Program, Department of Defense Instruction 5160.71, January 26, 2009,
Incorporating Change 2, Effective April 9, 2019, USD(P&R).


https://www.govtilr.org/
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Description of the DLPTS5 Lower-Range Test
in Multiple-Choice Format

e Test Design

o0 Typically, the Lower-Range Reading Comprehension Test contains
approximately 60 questions with about 36 passages. A reading passage can have
up to 4 questions, each with 4 answer choices.

o0 Typically, the Lower-Range Listening Comprehension Test contains
approximately 60 questions with about 37 passages. A listening passage can have
up to 2 questions, each with 4 answer choices.

0 Examinees have 3 hours to complete the Reading Comprehension Test and 3
hours to complete the Listening Comprehension Test. Approximately halfway
through each test, examinees will be given a 15-minute break. The break does not
count toward the test time. For the Reading Comprehension Test, examinees may
take as much or as little time as they wish to answer the questions. For the
Listening Comprehension Test, although the playing of the passages is controlled
by the computer, examinees may take as much or as little time as they wish to
answer the questions. Managing time effectively is the examinee’s responsibility.

e Test Content

0 The DLPTS5 is designed to measure proficiency in the target language regardless
of how that language has been acquired. For this reason, and because of the broad
proficiency orientation of the test, its content is not tied to any particular
language-training program.

0 The majority of passages included in the test are sampled from authentic materials
and real-life sources such as signs, newspapers, radio and television broadcasts,
the Internet, etc.

0 The passages cover a broad range of content areas, including social, cultural,
political, economic, geographic, scientific and technological, and military and
security topics.

0 The content of the test forms will be systematically updated.

e Test Format: The test includes instructions on how to take the test, examples of how to
answer the questions, and question sets. Each question set contains the following parts:

o Orientation: This is a short statement in English that appears before each
passage. Its purpose is to identify the context from which the passage is taken.
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o0 Passage: This is the only element of the test that is in the target language being
tested. The maximum length of a Reading Comprehension passage in the test is
approximately 400 words. The maximum length of a Listening Comprehension
passage in the test is approximately 2 minutes.

0 Question statement: Each individual question is based on the passage, is written
in English, and is posed in the form of a complete question or an incomplete
statement. The questions may ask about what is explicitly stated in the passage or,
in some cases, what is implied in it. Occasionally, questions may ask about
specific words or phrases that are used in the passage. The number of questions
asked about each passage is related to the length and complexity of that passage.

o Answer choices: Each question statement is followed by 4 answer choices, also
written in English, only one of which is the correct answer. Each answer choice is
displayed on the screen with a button next to it that examinees will click to select
that choice. Examinees can change their selection by clicking on a different
button.

The DLPTS5 is Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) and the unauthorized discussion,
disclosure, or possession of any of the test content is forbidden.

For military personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition is a violation of Article 92,
Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in administrative or disciplinary actions.

For civilian personnel, failure to comply with this prohibition may be prosecuted under Title 18,
Section 641 of the United States Code.
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Scoring

Examinee scores are reported in terms of ILR levels, including “plus” ratings. Lower-Range tests
are intended to cover ILR levels 0+ through 3. Possible scores are 0, 0+, 1, 1+, 2, 2+, and 3.
Separate scores are reported for reading and listening.

Scores reflect current functional language proficiency in reading and listening as defined in the
ILR Skill Level Descriptions (https://www.govtilr.org/). Scores do NOT reflect proficiency in
speaking or writing, nor do they reflect examinees’ job-related performance or ability to perform
specific language-related tasks under special circumstance (e.g., reading or listening to a target
language passage indefinitely many times with the aid of supplemental reference materials and
information sources).

Scores on the test are based on the number of questions answered correctly. Since there is no
penalty for incorrect answers, it is to the examinee’s advantage to attempt to answer every
question, even if it involves guessing.

Preparation for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this publication is to familiarize prospective examinees with the DLPT5
multiple-choice format and general testing procedures. Other than carefully reading this guide so
that the test instructions and format are familiar, there is very little to be gained from “studying”
for the test. The best preparation for the DLPTS5 is the acquisition of a solid base of general
proficiency in the target language, both through formal training and through language exposure
and use in a variety of real-life language-use settings. Study aids (i.e., dictionaries, reference
books, etc.) are not permitted for this test.


https://www.govtilr.org/
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Test Procedures and Instructions
for Taking the DLPT5

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees with how to take the DLPT5
multiple-choice Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests. Test procedures and instructions
for both the Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests are provided.

Test Procedures Overview

This section is to help prospective examinees become familiar with the test procedures of the
DLPT5 multiple-choice Reading and Listening Comprehension Tests. First, there will be a short
description of what the examinees see before the actual test begins. Then screenshots of what
examinees will see on the computer screen will be provided.

At the beginning of the test session, the examinee logs on to the system using a Common Access
Card (CAC). The examinee must click on the [CAC Logon] button before moving to the next
screen.

DMDC feformation and Technology for Better Decision Rlaking
R |

A 4i#s DLPT Testing

==

_—
Candidate Logon

The Test Administrator has sucessfully logged in. |

T

Password:
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The next screen provides a list of tests for which the examinee is registered; the examinee selects
the appropriate test from the list.

ﬁf DLPT Testing
=
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Once the test has been selected, a series of introductory screens appears. These screens contain
the Privacy Act Statement, the Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests, the Non-
Disclosure Statement, and the Test Administration Statement (of the examinee’s ability to take
the test at that time). The examinee must click on the indicated checkboxes under the Disclaimer
Statement and then the Test Administration Statement before moving to the next screen.

Below are introductory screens from the Reading Comprehension Test. The Listening
Comprehension Test, not depicted, has similar introductory screens.

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

Defense Language Proficiency Test
Multiple Choice F t . . . .
ultiple Choice Forma If you have difficulty with the instructions or any
functions of this test, click the Help button in the lower
left corner.

CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Controlled Item (Test Material)

Language X

Language Code X Not to be shown to unauthorized persons

Notto be reproduced without authority granted by the Commandant

Lower RangE REading Comprehension Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center

To begin the test, click the Next button below.

Introduction: Screen 1 of 5
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Privacy Act Statement and Disclaimer:

DLPT5 Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

Privacy Act Statement:

Disclosure of requested information is solicited under the
authority of Title 10, United States Codes 3013, Army
Regulation 350-20 and Executive Order 9397 and is mandatory.
Social Security Number is used as the personal identifier
number of all personnel under control of the Department of
Defense, and is used in connection with updating information in
official records and training files. Use of Social Security
Number provides for objective scoring of Defense Language
Institute tests, as the examinee's Social Security Number is the
only identifier so as to maintain confidentiality when reporting
test scores to examinees. Failure to provide Social Security
Number may result in misidentification and non-credit for tests,

and/or inadequate counseling and guidance.

Introduction: Screen 2 of 5

Disclaimer for Defense Language Institute Tests:

Materials for this test come from authentic sources within the
target culture. These sources often include conversations or
written material of a controversial nature which are essential for
understanding world events. As a result, there may be topics,
ideas, and language in the areas of politics, international
relations, mores, etc., that may be considered contentious. The
presence of controversial statements on a test should not be
construed as representing the opinions of the test development
team, the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center,

or the Department of the Army.

1, :cnfirm having read and
understood both the Privacy Act Statement and the
Disclaimer.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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Non-Disclosure Statement and Test Administration Statement:

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

Non-Disclosure Statement:

| understand that this test is CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED
INFORMATION and the unauthorized possession, disclosure,
or discussion of any of the test content is forbidden. Such
unauthorized discussion or disclosure refers to RELATING
ANY ASPECT OF THIS TEST TO ANYONE, including an
instructor, supervisor, fellow employee, or spouse.

Civilian Personnel:
Any failure to comply with this prohibition may be a violation

of Title 18, Section 641 of the United States Code which could

subject the violator to a fine, or imprisonment up to 10 years,
or both.

Military Personnel:

Any failure to comply with this prohibition is a viclation of
Article 82, Uniform Code of Military Justice, and will result in
appropriate administrative action to fix responsibility for
such unauthorized behavior with criminal sanctions of up to
two years hard labor and dishonorable discharge for those
involved.

Introduction: Screen 3 of 5

Test Administration Statement:

| understand that | am not required to take the Language X
Reading Comprehension Test at this time if there are
extenuating circumstances such as fatigue, illness, emotional
distress, family or financial problems, etc., which may interfere
with my performance on the test; and that the test will be
administered at another time acceptable to me, the Test Control
Officer (TCO) concerned, and my unit commander.

I._, confirm having read and
understood both the Non-Disclosure and the Test
Administration Statements.

Click on the checkbox above to confirm.
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The next several screens contain examples of the screen layout for examinees to familiarize
themselves with the features of the test, instructions for taking the test, and a sample test passage.

Reading Comprehension Test

Example of screen layout for the Reading Comprehension Test:

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. Familiarize yourself with the features of

this screen now.

ORIENTATION STATEMENT
= Explains the source of

DLPTS Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

Passage 1

———————— @ From an article

the passage in English.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PASSAGE
+ Paragraphs may be marked
(71}, (72}, etc.

= If a question asks abouta
specific word or phrase, it is shownin
red orhighlighted in grey in the text. |

(The text shown here represents
a generic foreign language. It is
not meant to be legible.)

+ Ared line indicates the end
of a passage.

= To see an entire p

" 0000KKY YYYYY 200 XXXXYYYXYXYXYY XXXY YXY XY
YYYYY 00O000YYYXYXYXYY X000 YXYXY YYY YY. X000
J00OOFY YXYXYXYY 000Y YXYXY YYYYY 300X 0000 Y YXYKY
Y H00F YIOVXY YYYYY 000000NNOrOnOny J000F YOy,
000K YXY. XXXXYYYXYXNCFY XXXY YXYXY  YYYYY XX 00
JOMONONCYY XXXY YXYXY YYYYY X000000YYYXYXY XYY
HO0F YHYRY,

[ 0 XY YYYYY XX0000YYYXYXYXYY XO0OCY YXYXY YYYYY
300 X0 J0CYYXYXYXYY X0OCY YXYXY. YYYYY XX
WOOONVCNOY XY J00CY YIONCY  YYYYY 20000000F
YYXYXVYY XXXY YXYXY  YYYYY 200000 XYYYXYXY XYY
SO0 VONY WYY 300 I0000NTYIONONONT JOO0Y YXY,

T XYXYXYYXY YYX XYYIOO0F XYYIOCYIO0Y YO0 YXXYYX
YXXY YYYYY J0000XYYYXYXYXYY J000Y YXY.
HOOONMNONOONY X000Y YIONEY Yy 0000
KOPYYNYXYINY XXXY YRVEY YYYYY XX 000V YYXYXY XYY
OO0 YXYXY YYYYY J00000CY YYXYXYXYY 00T YXYXY
YYYYY 00000 XYYYXOCY X ¥ YXYXY  YYYYY XX
HOOONIVCNOY XYY J000Y YIONCY  YYYYY 20000000,

you may need to scroll. :

Click this button if you have

Help Questions 1-3 of upto 33

any technical difficulties.

Question #
Total#of questions

Test ends in: 85:49

Time remaining

1. What does the author claim about his sources?
They are major players in the governmental sector.
They are primary political figures.
They have been significantly cautious in the Last few years.
[ Thwy have been a favorite target of politicians.

2 What is the author’s purpose in discussing this issue?
To highlight the corruption of the current system.
Toexpose traitors in the higher echelons of the military.
To contribute to public awareness.

To criticize those not paying attention.

3. By using the sxpression “JOO0 YXYXY YYYYY" the author
attempts to
emphasize the deeds of 3 certain agency.
underiine the importance of the corruption.
wxpose the evil-doers.
'show the historical roots of the issue.

Goto:

Next Passage

TITLEBAR
+Indicates the test title.

QUESTIONS

+ To choose an answer,
click the button next to
that choice.

+Tochange youranswer,

click the button next to
that choice.

+A red line indicates the end
of the questions.

STATUSBAR

Note: The example text represents a generic foreign language; it is not meant to be intelligible.
Below the red line is a check box that may be selected if the examinee wants to return to these

test questions later.

10
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Instructions screen for the Reading Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

This test measures your reading comprehension. It contains a number of reading passages, and there are one
or more questions based on each passage. In taking the test you should do the following:

Read the short statement before each passage that tells you where the passage came from.

Read each passage and question or questions carefully. Some guestions may be in the form of an
incomplete statement.

Based on what you have read in the passage, choose the best answer to each question from among
the four answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only
implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on
a different button.

Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go to the next passage.

There is no penalty for guessing; therefore, it is to your advantage to answer all of the questions.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.

If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 5 of 5

11
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Presented here is an example of a Reading sample passage with its associated question:

DLPT5 Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X
Sample Passage $1. What was the message about?

A message found on a desk ) Mr. Mori wished Ms.Yamakawa a happy birthday.
7 Mr. Mori wanted Ms.Yamakawa to return his call today.
s A, — Tomorrow's meeting with Mr. Mori was cancelled.
) Ms.Yamakawa was invited to a party tomorrow.
VEH, S AhEBENDYELL, BH, A
T AT e ¢ T — ﬁsd;’-) =3 o, ﬁéﬁ }U(D ks End of questions for this passage
BICRT{ESWEDI LT,

End of Sample Passage
Mark this passage for later consideration, |

m Sample Passage 1 question

After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to screens
showing End-of-Test Review Information and Start of Test.

12
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End-of-Test Review Information and Start of Test screen for the Reading Comprehension Test:

This screen contains instructions on how to go back to review answers at the end of the test and

information on the length of the test. By clicking on the [Start Test] button, the examinee moves
to the first passage of the test and starts the clock.

DLPTS Lower Range Reading Comprehension Test for Language X

End-of-Test Review Information Start of Test

« After the last passage, if there is still time on the clock, you « This reading test contains:
will have the opportunity to review your answers before
submitting the test. 41 passages with a total of 63 questions.

« From the review page you will be able to jump to any given « You are allowed 3 hours (180 minutes) to complete the test.
passage.

« There will be a 15 minute break at 90 minutes. The break does
* You will be able to respond to any questions you have not not count against the total time allowed for the test.
answered, or you can change an answer.

+ When you are ready, click the [Start Test] button below.
« Detailed instructions for this review will be given at the end of

the test. + The screen will move to Passage 1 and the clock will begin.

End of Instructions Test ends in : 180:00 Start Test

13
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Listening Comprehension Test
Example of screen layout for the Listening Comprehension Test:

Explanations of the parts of the screen are provided. Familiarize yourself with the features of
this screen now.

Multiple Choice Test for Listening Comprehension Language X TITLE BAR
+ indicates the test title.

Passage # 1
Thiv prassage Is Laken from o news broadcast.

ORIENTATION STATEMENT

«+ explains the source of the passage in English.
1. What does the author claim about his sources?
" They are a major players in the governmental sector_
They are primary polltical flgures.
They have been significantly cautious in the last few years. QUESTIONS

They have been a favorite target of politicians, + To choose an answer, click the button next
to that choice.

2. what is the author's purpase in discussing this issue?
™ o highlight the corruption of the: current system, + To change your anwer, click the button
Tor pepiosir braitars in b bigher echelons of the miitary. next to a different choice.
+ To see all the questions, you may need to
scroll.

o
7 Tocontribule 1o public awareness.
~

To criticize those not paying attention.

« A red line indicates the end of the questions.
End of this passage
Mark this passage for later consideration. [~

STATUS BAR shows:

+ Current passage number

Click this button To hear the audio for a
if you have any I ge, click this butt + Total number of passages

technical difficulties

+ Number of questions for current passage

m Passage 1 of 40 2 questions Test Ends in: 178:02 « Timer status

Passage # # of Questions Time Remaining * Play Audio and Help buttons
Total # of passages for this passage

Note: Below the red line is a check box that may be selected if the examinee wants to return to
these test questions later. However, be aware that the audio of the passage will NOT be played
again.

14
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The next two screens contain instructions for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Language X

Test Sequence

When a passage screen opens, you will see the
passage number, orientation statement, and the
question or questions with their answer choices.

At the very bottom of the screen a [Play Audio] button
will be visible.

When you click the [Play Audio] button, the audio will
begin. The phrase 'Audio Playing' will be displayed in
the status bar at the bottom of the screen.

You may answer guestions at any time during the
playing of the audio.

You may not move to the next passage until the audio
finishes playing. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button appears at the bottom of the screen. Click it
when you are ready to move on to the next passage.
You will not be able to go back to previous passages
until the end of the test.

The [Help] button reappears at the end of the audio
playing for each passage. If you need help concerning a
passage, make sure that you click the [Help] button
before moving to the next passage.

Introduction: Screen 5 of 6

15

The Clock

- The amount of time allotted for this test is 3 hours (180
minutes).

« There is a break in the middle of the test. It does not
count against your time.

» Itis your responsibility to keep track of where you are in
the test, and how much time is remaining.

BEFORE YOU PROCEED, adjust your volume.

| Test Volume |

Click the [Test Volume] button to hear a short audio file.

e coanntiill 0

Click the minus to lower the volume or the plus to raise the volume.
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Instructions screen for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Language X

ATTENTION: You have already heard a voice reading the instructions below.

When a passage screen opens, you will see a short statement in English that explains the context from which
the passage was taken, and below that, the question or questions associated with the passage.

When you are ready to hear the passage, click on the [Play Audio] button located at the bottom right corner of
the screen.

You will then hear the short statement in English followed by the passage. All passages will be played twice.
There will be a short tone signal just before the passage is played the second time.

You do not have to wait until the passage has finished playing to begin answering the questions. After hearing
the passage you will be reminded to answer the question or guestions. Read each guestion and its answer
choices carefully. Some questions may be in the form of an incomplete statement.

Based on what you have heard in the passage, choose the correct answer to each question from among the
four answer choices. The answer to each question may be stated overtly in the passage or only be implied.

Click on the button next to the answer you have chosen. You may change your answer by clicking on a
different button.

Click on the [Next] button at the bottom right of the screen to go to the next passage.

There is no penalty for guessing, so itis to your advantage to answer all of the questions.

A sample passage follows on the next screen.
If you need help during the test, click on the [Help] button.

Introduction: Screen 6 of 6

16
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Presented here is an example of a Listening Comprehension Test sample question (the sample
passage audio would be played while the screen is displayed):

Note: Examinees may select their answers to the questions while the audio is playing.

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Language X

Sample Passage

This passage is a public announcement.

S1. What is one thing said about the event?

) It will offer a variety of goods at low prices.
_ It will have a tourism exhibit.

_ Itis open to the general public.

_) It features a variety of food stands.

End of questions for Sample Pazzage

Mark this passage for later consideration. |

Sample Passage 1 question Play Audio

Note: After audio plays, the [Next] button will appear at the lower right of the screen.

When a passage screen opens, examinees can start the audio by clicking on the [Play Audio]
button whenever they are ready to listen to the passage. When the audio finishes, the [Next]
button will appear.

Examinees can move on to the next passage once the audio has finished playing by clicking on
the [Next] button. At the end of the test, examinees will be able to move back to previous
questions, but the audio will not play again.

After the sample passage, the examinee clicks on the [Next] button and moves to the End-of-Test
Review Information and Start of Test screen.

17
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End-of-Test Review Information and Start of Test screen for the Listening Comprehension Test:

DLPT5 Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Language X

End-of-Test Review Information Start of Test

At the end of the test, if there is still time on the clock, you This listening test contains:
will have the opportunity to review your answers before
submitting the test. 42 passages with a total of 62 questions.

From the review page you will be able to jump to any The test runs approximately 3 hours (180 minutes).

glven passage. There will be a 15 minute break at 90 minutes. The break

You will be able to respond to any questions you have not does not count against the total time allowed for the test.

answered, or ehange an answer. When you are ready, click the [Start Test] button below.

You will not hear the audio again during this review

period. The screen will move to Passage 1 and the test will begin.

You will be given whatever time remains until the end of
the test for this review.

Detailed instructions for this review will be given at the
end of the test.

End of Instructions Test ends in : 180:00

By clicking on the [Start Test] button, the examinee moves to the first passage of the test and
starts the clock.

18
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End-of-Test Review Information

At the end of each test, a review screen appears for examinees to review their responses to the
questions before submitting the test.

On the review page, examinees will be able to click and jump to any given passage. They will be
able to respond to any questions they have not answered, or they can change an answer.

The audio for the Listening Comprehension Test will NOT be played again during this review
period.

Example of the review screen:

DLPTS Lower Range Listening Comprehension Test for Language X

End of Listening Test
In the chart below, an asterisk (") in the Answer column means that you have answered a question.
If you see the word J=|®./|\. it means that no answer has been registered for this question.

If you see an X nextto a passage number, it means that you marked that passage for further consideration as
you were taking the test.

Te review/change any answer, click the row in the chart which corresponds to the question number.

P
17

£ ¥

QEA P Q # Answer Passage O = Answer
: : 36 54
| Biack | : 55
18 s = 756
- = 57
19 : * w58
: * 59
20 : * 38 60
: * 61

U]
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
[ [
7 T
B 8
L) )

21
22

23
2

25
26

+ When you are satisfied and are ready to submit your test, click the [Submit] button below.

Review Answers Test ends in: 78:26

19
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Sample Passages

The purpose of this section is to familiarize prospective examinees on the levels and types of
passages as well as their associated questions that appear in a given DLPT 5 test in multiple-
choice format. Below are some sample passages from ILR levels 1-3 in reading and listening
taken from Vietnamese, and their associated questions and answer choices. Explanations of the
correct answer for each question are also provided.

Reading Comprehension Sample Passages

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

A personal letter

Lan than mén!

Lan khée khéng? Lau réi khéng gap Lan.

Con Hoang, Hoang van khée. Cong viéc ciing binh thwéng.
Hoang viét vai dong dé mei Lan di &n t6i.

Hoang biét mét nha hang rat ngon & quan Hoan Kiém.
Hoang ché cau tra |&i caa Lan.

Mong gap lai Lan.

Hoang

1. What is the purpose of this letter?

(A) To invite a friend to dinner.

(B) To locate an old colleague.

(C) To recommend a nice restaurant.
(D) To ask for guidance at work.

The correct answer is (A).

Justification:

(A)is the correct answer.
The recipient of the letter is the writer’s friend and the author invites his friend to dinner at a
restaurant.

(B) is not the correct answer. The letter does not mention locating an old colleague.

(C) is not the correct answer. The writer does not recommend any restaurant.
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(D) is not the correct answer. The writer does not ask for guidance at work.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 2

A weather forecast

Tin ttr Trung tdm Dw bao khi twong thily van trung wong cho biét, khong khi lanh da anh

hwéng t&i hau hét cac dia phwong mién Bac gay ra mwa rao va cé noi cé giéng.

Khu vwe Dong bang Bac Bo trong dé c6 Ha Noi chuyén rét dam. Nhiét dé thap nhat 13 do C.
Tai mét sé dia phwong viing nui cao, nhiét dé ha thap, vé dém c6 noi chi con 10 dd, tr&i rét hai.
Khong khi lanh ciing lan réng dén cac tinh mién Trung. Do anh hwéng ctia khéng khi lanh, Bac

Trung B6 c6 mwa rao rai rac. Dw bao, dot rét nay sé kéo dai 2- 3 ngay.

Ciing theo co’ quan khi twong, trén bién Pong dang c6 ap thap nhiét déi hoat dong, anh hwéng
dén viing bién nwéc ta. O’ vinh Bac Bd c6 gié dong bac manh cap 6, bién dong. Khu vuc Bac
Bién Dong (bao géom ca viing bién quan dao Hoang Sa) c6 gié déng bac manh cap 7, bién déng
manh. Hién nay, tdm bao dang & trong khu vwee nam dao Min-da-nao, Phi-lip-pin. Dw béo trong
24 gior téi, &p thap nhiét doi sé di chuyén theo hwéng Tay Tay Bac, mdi gio» di dworc khoang 20

— 25 km. C6 kha nang bao hinh thanh & gan viing beé bién tte tinh Ninh Thuan dén Ca Mau.

2. What is one effect of the cold air mentioned in the forecast?

(A) Snow showers in a few mountainous areas.

(B) Scattered showers in the north-central region.
(C) Frost damage to crops in the central provinces.
(D) Flash flood warnings in the Tonkin delta area.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. There is no mention in the forecast of snow showers in
mountainous areas.

(B) is the correct answer.
The forecast mentions that the north-central area has scattered showers because of the impact
of the cold air.

(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of frost damage to crops in the forecast.
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(D) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of flash flood warnings in the forecast.

3. What prediction is made about the reported hurricane?

(A) It will move in a northwesterly direction within a day.

(B) It will reach the south of Mindanao Island in an hour.

(C) It will gain strength as it moves west toward the coast.

(D) It will disperse between Ninh Thuan and Ca Mau provinces.

The correct answer is (A).

Justification:

(A)is the correct answer
The forecast mentions that the tropical air pressure system will move in a west-northwest
direction within the next twenty-four hours.

(B) is not the correct answer. The forecast does not mention that the hurricane will reach the
south of Mindanao Island in an hour. Instead, it mentions that the center of the hurricane is

presently inside the southern area of Mindanao Island in the Philippines.

(C) is not the correct answer. The forecast does not mention that the hurricane will gain strength
as it moves west toward the coast.

(D) is not the correct answer. The forecast does not mention that the hurricane will disperse
between Ninh Thuan and Ca Mau provinces.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 3

From a news editorial

An ninh nang lwong von dwoc coi la “chia khéa” dé méi quéc gia va nén kinh té cia minh
dworc “bao vé” khéi cac nguy co’ cé thé anh hwéng dén trang thai kinh té - x& héi chia quéc gia

valam cham hodc ngan can da tang trwéng kinh té.

Viéc phét trién nang lwong phai gan lién véi chién lworc phat trién kinh té - xa hoi, va phu hop
v&i xu hwéng héi nhap quéc té, do vay can st dung nguén tai nguyén mét cach hop ly, déng
bd véi cac chién lwoe an ninh quéc phong va phét trién kinh té. Ngoai ra viéc phét trién nang

lwong can gan chat véi viéc gite gin moi trwong sinh théi, bao dam cho phat trién bén virng.

Tang trwdng kinh té thwong gan lién véi gia tang nhu cau tiéu thu nang lwong, dic biét la dién
nang. Mirc ting trrdng cao cua tiéu thu dién nang (khoang 14%/nam) trong twong lai gan sé

gay ra sw thiéu hut nang lwong va strc ép phai xay dwng thém cac nha may dién.

Dai dién Vién khoa hoc Nang lwong cho biét, nguén thay dién & Viét Nam dworc worc tinh co
tiém nang khai thac khoang 80 ty KW/nam, trong khi dé nguén nang lwong tai tao c6 tiém
nang dw bao khong qua 10 nghin MW. Do dé, trong vong 20 nam t&i, ngudn dién ning c6 thé

thiéu hut [&n t&i trén 50 ty KW.

Hién tai, van dé chinh lién quan téi nguén nang lwong truyén théng la bién déng gia dau va
cac nguon tai nguyén nang lwong dan can kiét. Theo dwtinh, cac mé dau tai Viét Nam dang
cho thay dau hiéu di xuéng vé san lwong. Trong khi dé, viéc khai thac than ciing bi han ché

b&i ha tang thiét bj k¥ thuat lac hau, khéng an toan, ting nguy co’ 6 nhiém méi trwong.

B nang lwong dé xuat chién lwoc phét trién cac dang nang lwong téi tao va nang lwong lay
tte thién nhién, tranh va gidm nhe cac tac ddéng 6 nhiém trong cac khau hoat déng nang lwong
dé bao vé méi trwong. Gia nang lwong ciing can dworc diéu chinh dé tao tinh canh tranh trong

thi trwéng nang lwong.
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4. According to the editorial, what is one factor that contributes to increased energy
consumption?

(A) Urgent need for fossil fuel in the defense sector.
(B) Economic growth creating greater energy demands.
(C) Wasteful energy habits people practice at home.
(D) A large population that is likely to keep growing.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. There is no mention of need for fossil fuel in the defense sector in
the editorial.

(B) is the correct answer
The author points out that economic growth is usually associated with an increasing need for
energy, which will result in energy shortages.
(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of wasteful energy habits in the editorial.
(D)is not the correct answer. There is no mention about population growth in the editorial.

5. What is the purpose of the editorial in mentioning the information from the Institute of
Energy Science?

(A) To commend efforts by Vietnam to preserve the environment.

(B) To show the impact of climate change on infrastructure in Vietnam.

(C) To emphasize the need for Viethnam to explore additional energy sources.

(D) To point out that Vietham needs technicians trained in green technologies.
The correct answer is (C).

Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. The author does not mention any efforts by Vietnam to preserve
the environment.

(B) is not the correct answer. The author does not mention any impact of climate change on
infrastructure.
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(C) is the correct answer.
The author mentions the information from the Institute of Energy Science to point out that
there are additional energy sources available, and that the country should explore additional
energy sources because there are problems with traditional energy resources.

(D)is not the correct answer. There is no mention of technicians needing training in green
technologies.
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Listening Comprehension Sample Passages
Note: Examinees will NOT see passage transcripts in an actual DLPT5 listening test.

Sample Passage: ILR Level 1

This passage is an announcement.

Transcription:

Ctlra hang rwou Thuy Ha: 36 dwong Yén Phuy, Ba Pinh, Ha Noi

Can tuyén: 2 nhan vién thu ngan.

Yéu cau c6 hd khau Ha Noi, c6 kinh nghiém lam thu ngan tai siéu thi Lam ca 7 tiéng 1
ngay. Lwong théa thuan. C6 an trwa va thwéng

Lién hé: Anh Ha, dién thoai 0903 40 5975

1. What is announced?
(A) New location of a bookstore.
(B) Dinner specials at a restaurant.

(C) Job vacancies at a liquor store.
(D) Opening of a new supermarket.

The correct answer is (C).
Justification:
(A)is not the correct answer. There is no mention of a bookstore.

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of a restaurant.

(C) s the correct answer.
According to the announcement, a liquor store is looking for cashiers to hire.

(D) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of a new supermarket.
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Sample Passage: ILR Level 2

This passage is from a TV news broadcast.

Transcription:

Vao ngay hém nay thi thong tw lién tich vé hwéng dan chi hé tro an trwa cho tré em
mau gi4o sé c6 hiéu lwe. Déi twong dwoc hwéng 1a tré em mau gido 5 tudi dang hoc
tai cac co’ s& giao duc mam non; tré em mau gido 3 va 4 tudi dang hoc tai cac co’ s&
gido duc mam non c6 cha me thwong tra tai cac xa bién gi&i, nli cao, hai dao, cac xa
va cac thon ban cé diéu kién kinh té xa hoi dac biét khé khin theo quy dinh hién hanh;
tré em mau gi4o 3 va 4 tudi dang hoc tai cac co’ s& giao duc mam non cé cha me
thuéc dién hd nghéo; tré em mau gido 3 va 4 tudi dang hoc tai cac co s& gido duc
mam non, mo cdi ca cha lan me, khéng noi nwong twa hodc bj tan tat, cé khé khan vé
kinh té. Riéng tré em mau giao 3 dén 5 tudi dan toc it ngwi dang hoc tai cac co’ s&
gido duc mam non thi hang thang sé dwoc hwéng hé tro véi mirc hd tro 1a bang 1/3

mirc lwong téi thiéu chung.

2. What is this TV broadcast mainly about?

(A) The school lunch program for needy children.
(B) The compulsory enrollment of children in school.
(C) The start of the preschool enrollment season.

(D) The launch of a nutrition awareness campaign.

The correct answer is (A).
Justification:
(A)is the correct answer.
The broadcast is about lunch support for preschool children whose parents are poor or dead,

or who have no guardians, or are disabled with economic difficulty.

(B) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of compulsory enrollment of children in
school.
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(C) is not the correct answer. The broadcast does not provide any information on the start of the
preschool enrollment season.

(D) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of a nutrition awareness campaign.

3. What benefit do preschool children of ethnic minority groups receive?

(A) Free textbooks and supplies.
(B) Monthly financial assistance.
(C) Free transportation to school.
(D) Regular health examinations.

The correct answer is (B).

Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. There is no mention of free textbooks and supplies.

(B) is the correct answer.
The broadcast mentions that preschool children of ethnic minority groups are entitled to
monthly assistance equivalent to one-third of the minimum wage.

(C) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of free transportation to school.

(D) is not the correct answer. There is no mention of regular health examinations.
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Sample Passage: Level 3

This passage is from a TV broadcast.

Transcription:

Trong b 4o céo trién vong kinh té toan cau dwoc cong bé vao ngay hdm qua tai Ha
N6i, ngan hang thé gi®i World Bank da dwa ra nhan dinh kha quan vé kinh té cac
nwéc dang phat trién trong dé c6 Viét Nam. World Bank cho réng kinh té Viét Nam sé
dat ting twéng kha véi khoang 5,5% va sé tang dan trong cac nam tiép theo. B4o Lao
déng binh luan, day dwoc coi la nhin nhan khéa lac quan trong béi canh kinh té trong
nwéc dang d6i mat véi khong it khé khin chwa dwoc thao g&, nhivng ndi dung trong
b&o céo chia ngan hang thé giéi nhan dwoc sw dong tinh cta tién si Vé Chi Thanh,
phoé vién trwéng vién nghién cteu quan ly kinh té trung wong khi éng cho rang:
“Théch thiec I&n nhat déi véi Viét Nam |a vira phai phuc héi ting trwéng kinh té, trong
khi van phai dam bao 6n dinh kinh té vi mé. GDP ting trwéng bao nhiéu khdng phai la
diéu quan trong nhat ma mirc do tiang trwdng sé duy tri dé khong gay anh hwéng dén

an sinh xa hdéi mé&i 1a mau chét cta van de”.

4. According to the broadcast, what does the World Bank report predict about Vietham’s
economic growth?

(A) It will occur at a slow but steady rate.
(B) It will be higher than most countries in the region.
(C) It will start to increase by the fourth quarter of the year.
(D) It will be relatively high and continue to increase.
The correct answer is (D).

Justification:

(A)is not the correct answer. The World Bank’s report does not predict that Vietnam’s economic
growth will occur at a slow but steady rate.

(B) is not the correct answer. The passage does not provide any comparison between economic
growth of Vietnam and that of other countries in the region.
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(C) is not the correct answer. No ideas are expressed stating that Vietnam’s economic growth
will start to increase by the fourth quarter of the year.

(D) is the correct answer.
The World Bank’s report mentions that Vietnam’s economy will achieve relatively high
growth and will continue to increase in the coming years.

5. According to the broadcast, what does a leading economist say about Vietham’s
economic growth?

(A) Rapid economic growth will eventually lead to inflation.

(B) Economic growth should not put social well-being at risk.
(C) Exports play an important role in boosting economic growth.
(D) Economic growth cannot be sustained without innovations.

The correct answer is (B).
Justification:

(A) is not the correct answer. No opinions or ideas are expressed that Vietnam’s rapid economic
growth will eventually lead to inflation.

(B) is the correct answer.

The economist mentions that VVietnam needs to ensure social well-being while maintaining its
economic growth,

(D) is not the correct answer. The economist does not mention the importance of exports to
economic growth,

(D) is not the correct answer. Although the economist mentions Vietnam’s economic growth, he
does not say that innovation sustains economic growth.
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